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Jetanyahu 
does it 
his way 


S22GSK 


ANALYSIS 


coows 


It was a good show with a 
happy - and predictable - 
ending from the viewpoint of 

f me Minister Binyamin 
tanyahu. But the road is 
I a long one. And despite 
the impression of apparent 
unity at the Likud central 
committee meeting in Tei 
Aviv last night, many twists 
are still to come. 

The prime minister seemed 
to have two aims at the con¬ 
vention: to show a party with 
unity and life and to launch his 
election theme. The first he 
did with his comments about 
the big split not happening. 

"Unity is much deeper in 
our ranks than people hoped." 
he said and praised the “strong 
roots’' based on hundreds of 
thousands of supporters. 

The. second aim he fulfilled ' 
■_ by pointing a clear direction 
'JjTffor. the campaign: Arafat 
wants Ehud Barak or Aranon 
Lipkin-Shahak. From the start 
v" of. his speech Netanyahu 
noted the May 4 date on 

dectare^FEteaiminsute pnd 

rig^t-wmig rhetoric in * his 
repertoire:' that Arafat wants 
Israel to go back to the 1947 
partition plan; the threat to 
Jerusalem; and the danger to 
security of Israelis every¬ 
where without a leader who 
has proven he can stand up to 
the Palestinians. 

See ANALYSIS, Page 2 


PM buoyed by Likud faithful 

Livnat ‘tom’ between 
party and Meridor 


By BHCHAL YUDELMAN 

Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu kicked off his election 
campaign last night by telling the 
Likud central committee that Labor 
Party and other “left-wing" leaders 
are eager to set up a Palestinian 
state. 

He also said Palestinian Authority 
Chairman Yasser Arafat wants a 
change of government and prefers a 
left-wing government. 


Sharon and Obnerb We're 
not running, Page 2 
Landau: i am naming, 
Page 3 


But the massive support commit¬ 
tee members gave Netanyahu at the 
Tel Aviv Cinerama could not con¬ 
ceal the deepening rift, in the Likud 
leadership. MK Ze’ev (Benny) 
Begin is expected to announce this 
morning he is quitting the party and 
running for prime minister at the 
head of a new right-wing party. 

In addition, persistent rumors said 
Communications Minister Limor 

Dan v 

h^dbr’s : new centrist party. Israel 
Radio said that livnat intends to 
quit the cabinet this week and 
announce her departure from the 
Likud. 

Livnat, who conferred at length 
with Meridor yesterday morning: 
said she has not yet reached a deci¬ 
sion and confessed to being "tom 
up inside.” 

Netanyahu's efforts at reconcilia¬ 
tion with Defense Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai failed yet again yester¬ 


day, and Mordechai continues to 
fluctuate between staying in the 
Likud and joining former chief of 
General Staff Amnon Lipkin- 
Shahak’s new party. 

The crisis between Netanyahu 
and Mordechai is apparently so 
deep that the two men did not meet 
privately, but had MK Reuven 
Rivlin present as a mediator. 
Neither Mordechai, Netanyahu, nor 
Rivlin would characterize the meet¬ 
ing, but an official in the Prime 
Minister's Office said the atmos¬ 
phere was tense. 

“They each put their grievances 
on the table," be said. “It was tense, 
but there was no blowup.” 

Earlier yesterday, Jerusalem 
Mayor Ehud Olmert said be would 
not run against Netanyahu for the 
Likud leadership. Olmert had raged 
Mordechai, Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon, and Minister Tourism 
Moshe Katsav to run against 
Netanyahu and offered to manage 
their campaigns, but they all refused 
and apparently also refused to sup¬ 
port Olmert, who finally decided 
not to risk a showdown. 

Mordechai s presence at the cen¬ 
tral committee meeting was per¬ 
ceived as an indication that he may 
stay in the Likud. He received a 
standing coition when he entered 
"tE^himorium. and activists crowd¬ 
ed round hhn, imploring him not to 
leave the party. 

Livnat was also surrounded by 
activists on arrival. Neither spoke at 
the meeting. 

In his speech, Netanyahu tore into 
both Labor Party leader Ehud Barak 
and Shahak. calling them “the open 
Left” and “the clandestine left.*’ He 
then launched a dry run of what is 
seen as his election strategy. 

See LIKUD, Page 2 


Hadassah’s 
Rachmilewitz 
to receive reprimand 

Dassy Rabinowitz’s family 
decries ‘light punishment’ 


•f By JUDY SIEGEL 

Health Minister Yehoshua Matza 
yesterday officially accepted a min¬ 
istry committee's unanimous rec¬ 
ommendation to reprimand 
Hadassah-University Hospital 
hematology department chairman 
Prof Eliezer Rachmilewitz regard¬ 
ing the Dassy Rabinowitz case filed 
a gai nst him more than two years 
ago. 

The ministry will take no further 
steps, and it will now be up to the 
Hadassah Medical Org a ni z ation 
(HMO) to decide whether to take 
any. action, ministry legal adviser 
Mira Huebner-Harel said yesterday. 

HMO management did not com¬ 
ment yesterday as it had not 
received any material from the min¬ 
istry, either orally or in writing, on 
which to base a reaction. The min- 
is&y did inform Rachmilewitz and 
•’ his lawyers, as well as the press, of 
Matza’s decision.. . 

However, The Jerusalem Post 
learned that HMO has already 
issued an international tender to 
find a replacement for Rach- 
nnlewitz, who is due to retire, at 65, 
m about 18 months. No one would 
say whether he will retire early.' 

The case - publicized with much 
fanfare by Ma'ariv investigative 
reporter Rswel Fisher - involved 
Rabinowitz’s death in September 
.1996 from'-'a gg ressive lymphoma. 
The Efrar teenager had been treated 
in Rachntilewitz's department for 
sometime*- 

When her doctors gave her little 


- 9.-I.AA2-3 


hope for recovery, her parents trans¬ 
ferred her to Haifa’s Rambam 
Hospital for treatment by another 
doctor. 

They charged that when she sud¬ 
denly needed an urgent treatment at 
Hadassah, she was turned away on 
orders from the department head; 
Rachmilewitz denied be was arro¬ 
gant or angry at her for going to his 
“competitor” at Rambam and 
claimed she could not be treated at 
Hadassah because his staff lacked 
updated reports from the Haifa hos¬ 
pital 

Asked to comment yesterday, 
Rachmilewitz would only say that 
“a nightmare of two-and-a-half 
years is over. I feel relief. I have to 
digest it.” 

Asked about his future plans, he 
would not-say anything except T 
have continued in my post as usual" 
since the affair. Rabinowitz’s par¬ 
ents, Pini and Bruria, were not 
available last night for comment. 

Several months ago, by a 2-1 
vote, the ministry's investigatory 
committee - comprised of Prof. 
Manfred Green (bead of die Israel 
Disease Control Center), D l Jackie 
Orr (head of Kaplan Hospital’s 
emergency department), and Haim 
Goldwater (a lawyer representing 
Attorney-General Elyakim Rubin¬ 
stein) ^-ruled that Rachmilewitz had 
been guilty of behavior unbecom¬ 
ing a physician. 

When they did not recommend a 
punishment, Matza returned it to 
the committee, which finally voted 
. unanim ously for a reprimand, sim¬ 
ilar to those handed out to scores 
of physicians around the_ country, 
who nevertheless continue to 
work. 

■Channel One quoted the 
Rabinowitz family as calling the 
reprimand a “light punishment that 
shows that Rachmilewitz is well- 
connected.” 



Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu reaches oat to supporters after addressing last night’s Likud central committee meeting 
in Tel Aviv's Cinerama. (Han Ossendryver/Israel Sum 


By HHiA GILBERT 

Unity was the central theme of 
last night's Likud central committee 
meeting in the Tel Aviv Cinerama. 

Indeed, Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu, who has 
faced a more hostile Knesset since 
the signing of the Wye accord, was 
treated to a pep rally from the 
home crowd, who performed in 
unison and on cue. 


The choir's best tune was joining 
in with Netanyahu's policy song 
towards the Palestinian Authority: 
“They’ll give and they'll get They 
won’t give and they won’t get” 
However, the cheerleading was 
somewhat lackluster from the podi¬ 
um. Most obviously unexcited by 
the speeches was Communications 
Minister Limor Livnat who spent a 
great part of the time talking on her 
cellular phone or fiddling with her 


glass of water. Livnat has yet to 
announce whether she intends to 
stay in the Likud. Jerusalem Mayor 
Ehud Olmert who has decided not 
to run for the party leadership, did 
not attend and sent his spokesman, 
Haggai Elias, to the event instead. 

Turnout was estimated at some 
1,000 out of some Z70Q central 
committee members, and Justice 
Minister Tzahi Hanegbi acknowl¬ 
edged that it was eventually decided 


to let people- in regardless of 
whether they were committee 
members or not 

The aim of the meeting was 
ostensibly to rubber stamp the 
Likud Knesset faction's decision on 
dates for the party primary for its 
candidate for prime minister and 
setting the Hst of candidates for the 
Knesset 

See PODIUM, Page 2 
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Refugee camp 
sees Netanyahu 
headed for victory 
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The son also rises 

A Jerusalem schoolgirl pauses yesterday at posters declaring ‘Begin to power,’ in a reference 
to nimd MK Ze’ev (Benny) Begin, who is expected to announce his candidacy for prune min¬ 
ister this mor ning. fShemlov/Hnrarij 


Senators: Clinton unlikely to be removed 


WASHINGTON (Reuters) - 
Leading Republicans and 
Democrats said yesterday 
President Bill Clinton is sure to 
face an impeachment trial in the 
Senate over the Monica Lewinsky 
scandal, but is unlikely to be 
removed from office, • • 
Senators from both parties said 
in television.talks shows that the 
process, due to start early next 
month, should be dealt with as 
quickly as possible and is most 
likely to end in a lough censure 
resolution against the president: 

“7 think it : s fair to say on a 
bipartisa n basis, the votes today 
aren't there for impeachment per 
se," Senate Minority Leader 
Thomas Daschle said on NBC’s 
Meet The Press. “I don’t think 
the} 1 ’re there on either side.” 
Senators said that if there are 


not enough votes to convict 
Clinton, then they should move on 
to draft a censure resolution. 

“If we cannot convict... we’re 
going to have to do the next best 
thing which is to point out to the 
American people how really bad 
[Clinton’s] actions were,” Sen. 
Girin Hatch, a Utah Republican, 
said on CBS’s Face the Nation. 

“We’re going to have to do the 
very best we can to let the world 
know that this president has sul¬ 
lied the office, that he has not 
done what’s right, chat literally he 
has brought embarrassment to the 
nation,” said Hatch, the Judiciary 
Committee chairman. 

Kentucky's Mitch McConnell, 
Rules Committee chairman, said 
on Fox News that the Senate 
should vote on the two articles of 
impeachment before considering 


any censure resolution. 

“I think we owe it to the House 
of Representatives to dispose of 
the articles of impeachment, up or 
down,” he said. 

Hie presidential trial is sched¬ 
uled to begin on or about January 
7 or 8, shortly after the Senate 
reconvenes from its winter break, 
said Daschle, a South Dakota 
Democrat. 

Former presidential candidate 
and senator Bob Dole, said on 
Face The Nation that party lead¬ 
ers in the senate should be able to 
put together an agreement on cen¬ 
sure. 

He suggested senators put the 
two articles of impeachment in a 
joint resolution which Clinton 
would sign in a public ceremony 
“which would acknowledge the 
fact that he lied.” 


By BEHIYNF1ELP 

As he looks ahead to a grueling 
campaign. Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu may be able 
to take comfort from an unlikely 
source: Residents of Bethlehem’s 
Azza refugee camp are already pre¬ 
dicting he will trounce Ehud Barak. 

The tiny camp, whose grey walls 
are adorned with Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine graffiti, 
would at first glance seem an 
unlikely place for pundits on Israeli 
politics. 

Yet ask Shibli Azza, 32, a mathe¬ 
matics teacher, who Israel's minis¬ 
ter of labor and social affairs is and 
he will rattle it off: “Eli Yishai." 

“Interior is Eli Suissa,” he adds, 
just to show off his knowledge of 
Israeli politics, refined since he 
began studying it in Ketziot Prison 
during the intifada. 

Who will win die elections? 

“Netanyahu will have a better 
opportunity to win because he has 
charisma,” says Azza, whose last 
name is shared by most of the 
camp’s 1,400 residents. They are 
members of the same extended 
family that has its origins in Beit 
Jubrin. 

Another helpful electoral quality 
Azza attributes to Netanyahu is 
deceitfulness. “He is a liar - and 
that is why he will win.” 

Residents interviewed yesterday 
heaped vituperation on Netanyahu 
for expanding settlements, ‘not 


releasing Palestinian political pris¬ 
oners, arid heading an Israel that 
denies their basic grievances' as 
1948 refugees and their right to 
return to Beit Jubrin, now Beit 
Guvrin, a kibbutz established on 
their former fields. 

Bur many also voiced grudging 
respect for Netanyahu's skills as a 
politician and predicted he would 
defeat his rivals, Barak and Amnon 
Lipkin-Shahak. 

In this poor but well-educated 
camp, the election campaign is 
bringing to the fere doubts about 
whether Left, Right, or Center wins, 
dreary day-to-day living conditions 
will ever change. Today, the chief 
problem is unemployment, which 
has soared in recent years as a result 
of strictures on entry into Israel. 
The strictures were tightened after a 
spate of Hamas suicide bombings. 

Still, some residents have begun 
lo closely follow the campaign, 
either out of a remote hope that 
Netanyahu can be ousted, or a 
curiosity born of experiencing 
Israel as a hard-hitting jailer, while 
waiching it on television as a 
democracy for hs own citizens. 

Hussein Keist, a construction 
worker, termed the elections “an 
exercise to delay implementation 
[of the Wye agreement]. They don't 
want peace, they want land without 
our people, they want everything 
without giving anything.” 

See REFUGEE, Page 2 
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Three remanded m students rape 


Police have arrested three men on suspicion of raping a woman 
student at students’ dormitories in Haifa’s Neveh Sha'anan sec¬ 
tion at the end of last week. The suspects, ail from Upper 
Nazareth were remanded for three days by Haifa Magistrate's 
Court on Saturday night They reportedly admitted having sex 
with the student 20 , but denied the allegation of rape. 

Haifa police spokesman SupL Moshe Nissan said the woman 
said she had sought the help of one of the suspects, who was 
studying with her on a preparatory course at Haifa University. 

The suspect was with two friends and they went back to his 
apartment in the dormitories. David-Undge 


Police for indicting Army Radio eavesdroppers 


Tel Aviv police yesterday transferred the material they have 
accumulated in the journalists' eavesdropping case to the state 
prosecutor and recommended that Army Radio reporters Yaiiv 
Ben-Yehuda and Hadas Steif stand trial. 

Tel Aviv police chief Cradr. Sblomo Aharonishky told reporters 
that he recommended indictment of crime reporter Ben-Yehoda 
for eavesdropping on police phone conversations and of Steif 
who supplied'Ben-Yehada with the code that enabled him to lis¬ 
ten tothe'nj. Police are ^investigating the officer who supplied Steif 
with the code. . ' him 


Jewish group to move into Sitwan soon 


The Elad group said yesterday it plans to soon occupy 10 build¬ 
ings it owns in Jerusalem’s Silwan neighborhood. Until the 
Jewish families waiting to move in do so, Elad has allowed Arab 
workers to live in the biddings. 

Elad said it hopes to move into the buildings in the coming 
months, but is waiting for the “right timing" - when this will not 
cause an uproar. There are 20 Jewish families, all members of 
Elad, already living in the predominantly Arab neighborhood, and 
more have signed up to move in. /'rim 


US Holocaust scholar Peri dies 


Holocaust survivor and scholar William Perl died on December 
24 at his home in Maryland. He was 92. 

Best known for his role in organizing “The Action," a rescue 
effort that smuggled 40,000 Jews out of Nazi occupied Europe 
into Palestine in the late 1930s and 40s. Perl received awards and 
recognition from Israel, his native Vienna, the Simon Wiesenthal 
Center, and film director Steven Spielberg. 

He was one of the first scholars to draw attention to the role of 
European nations and banking systems, such as Switzerland’s, in 
facilitating the Holocaust Peri was the author of three books and 
numerous articles on the Holocaust He is survived by his wife, 
two sons, and four grandchildren. Jerusalem Post Staff 


Cabinet debate on Lebanon continues 


The security cabinet is to reconvene this evening and continue 
discussions on the situation in Lebanon. At yesterday’s meeting, 
military and intelligence officials presented a number of assess¬ 
ments of the problem, and several possible plans of action. 

At today’s meeting, the ministers will present their positions. 
Foreign Minister ArieLSharonris expected to e xpl ain his prefer¬ 
ence for a staged wittiS&walSh’hUe DfifetlseCftntfiSter Yitzhafe 
Mordechai is expected to voice his objection to such a redeploy¬ 
ment. Prime Minister Binvamin Netanyahu has yet to take a stand 
on one solution or another. Donna Hannan 




Moussa: Wye and elections aren’t connected 

“Since the signing of the Camp David Accords, the past two 
and a half years have been the absolute worst in terms of the 
Egyptian-lsraeli relationship." Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Moussa said in a meeting with MK Yossi Beilin yesterday in 
Cairo. Donna Harman 


PODIUM 

Continued from Page 1 


But the event was first and fore¬ 
most a chance for Netanyahu to 
get a boost from his supporters 
and for other Likud figures to 
shore up support for their upcom¬ 
ing bids for party leadership and 
key slots on the Knesset lisL 
Among those who were making 
extra rounds was former cabinet 
secretary Dan Naveh, who left his 
post to run for the Knesset. 

Likud activists were also in 
campaign mode, distributing 
stickers and posters. One pro- 
Netanyahu sticker said: “The 
Knesset brought down; the people 
will bring back; Netanyahu.” 
Deputy Minister Michael Eitart 
got a fair amount of attention by 
wearing a badge reading; I am 
steadfast [eitan] in the Likud.” 

One central committee member 
Yitzhak Bcharon, congratulated 


Landau on his candidacy. He said 
that although he is a Netanyahu 
supporter, he believes in the 
party's democracy and the need 
for disagreements to be worked 
out within the party. ‘Those who 
left the party won’t find them¬ 
selves in politics anymore unless 
they come back," he said. 

Livnat and Defense Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai were also 
received with enthusiastic chants. 
The crowd called on Livnat “to 
stay with us.” 

Mordechai became the hero of 
the evening when he jumped from 
his seat to pour water on a securi¬ 
ty officer, guarding the stage, who 
bad fainted. 

Before the convention, coalition 
chairman Meir SheeUit tried to 
downplay any possibility that the 
evening would lead to a political 
explosion. Indeed, he had 
equipped himself with a novel 
which be clung .to throughout the 
evening. 


We mourn the untimely passing of our dear friend 

TIBOR PIVKO 


p’3 .. 

Bratislava - New York 

and extend sincere condolences to his wife, 
children and grandchildren 

The funeral will take place today, Monday December 28,1998, 
at 3 p.m. at the Carmei Yosef cemetery 
Shiva at the home of Avraham (Bondi) Livnat, 18 Hazayit, 
Carmei Yosef (Tel. 08-928-6237) 

His friends from the VI Battalion 
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The American Jewish Joint Distrfoution Committee 
and JDC-lsrael 
extend heartfelt condolences to 

Vicky Mevorach 

on the loss of her father 

G&VHIEL COHEN n 

May his memory be a blessing and comfort 

Michael Schneider Jack Habib 

Director, 


Amon Mantver 
Director, JDC-lsrael 


Executive Vice-President 

AJJDC JDC-Brookdale 

and the family of the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee 
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Olmert won’t challenge Netanyahu 


By AMY KUEM and news agencies 


Jerusalem Mayor Ehud Olmert 
announced yesterday that be won’t 
run against Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu for the lead¬ 
ership of the Likud. 

Olmert made his announcement 
hours before yesterday's Likud 
central committee meeting, which 
he was not expecting to attend. 

Olmert decided not to enter the 
race after he failed to obtain a 
wide range of support from minis¬ 


ters and MKs. 

Last week, to assess his chances, 
he met with various Likud mem¬ 
bers, among them Defense 
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai and 
Tourism Minister Moshe Katsav. 

Yesterday Olmert said he had 
considered running because many 
people had urged him to challenge 
Netanyahu to keep the Likud 
together, but “I have come to the 
conclusion that at this stage the 
[necessary] conditions have not 
come to fruition, and therefore I 


will not present my candidacy for 
head of the Likud at this time." 
Olmert, leader of a drive to tighten 
Israel's hold on Jerusalem, said 
many right-wingers had urged him 
to challenge Netanyahu. 

Netanyahu loyalist. Justice 
Minister Tzahi Hanegbi, wel¬ 
comed Olmert’s announcement, 
telling Israel Radio that the deci¬ 
sion represented “the start of 
Likud’s recovery and its exit from 
the crisis". 

Olmert, 33, won his second term 



Yitzhak on the spot 

Defense Minister Yitzhak Mordechai pours water on the head of a security guard who faint¬ 
ed during last night’s Likud central committee meeting. riian Ossendf^ei/israei sw»i 


Sharon: I’m not running 


By NINA GILBERT 


Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon is 
not interested in running for prime 
minister, he announced unequivo¬ 
cally last night. He called on the 
Likud to back Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu as parry 
leader. 

Sharon provided the one 
moment of suspense in the other¬ 
wise anticlimactic central commit¬ 
tee meeting, when he took to the 
podium and said; “I have an 
announcement to make." 

As the crowd gasped, Sharon 
eased its tears by saying: “I don’t 
want to be prime minister. What I 
do want is to bring unity to the 


national camp." 

Sharon said he did not object to 
a contest for party leadership, and 
called on those who want to com¬ 
pete “to do so honorably." 

However, he said his objection is 
to “the attacks from within and 
from without since the establish¬ 
ment of the government.'’ 

In remarks aimed at those who 
have left the party, including Dan 
Meridor,. and others v?ho have 
been attempting to organize a 
move to overthrow Netanyahu. 
Sharon said that even when he bad 
criticism of the government, T 
knew when to stop." 

If we don’t stop, he warned, “we 
will fall apart.” 


Sharon’s announcement came 
after days of rumors that he was 
holding talks with potential 
Netanyahu rivals. 

At the same time. Sharon called 
on Netanyahu to make efforts to 
boost the teamwork among the 
Likud leadership. In doing so, 
Sharon made a point to mention 
Communications Minister Limor 
Livnat and Defense Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai, neither of 
whom spoke last night 

“We have a wonderful team.” 
Sharon said, "but if Bibi does’t 
win. it will be a loss for ail of us. 
We must unify behind the candi¬ 
date who has the best chances, and 
today it is Binyamin Netanyahu.” 


ANALYSIS 

Continued from Page 1 


Netanyahu also stressed that his 
government has stood firmly by its 
promise to continue with the Oslo 
process, but only while insisting 
on reciprocity and limiting the 
damage of what he sees as a lousy 
agreement. 

It was a speech implying that 
Netanyahu has already accepted 
the loss of Begin and knows who 
he is up against from both Right 
and Left. 

. In one area he has scored a vic¬ 
tory over both Barak and Shahak. 


Netanyahu has moved fast. Since 
the Likud has already chosen the 
dates for its internal selection of 
candidates for prime minister, he 
has a head start over those who 
have yet to start the process. ^ 

Netanyahu is using his political 
savvy and survival instincts and 
not only is he still in the running, 
he is going in the direction he set 
himself; no wonder he does not 
want to take back those who leave 
him on the way. 

After all the talk about who 
would try to fight Netanyahu from 
within the Likud, the one candi¬ 
date is Landau. He has got rid of 
troublemakers Dan Meridor and 


Begin while Jerusalem Mayor 
Ehud Olmert and Defense 
Minister Mordechai are not com¬ 
peting against him. 

Landau might be head of the 
Knesset Foreign Affairs and 
Defense Committee and have a 
reputation as the MK with the 
most integrity, but he has no min¬ 
isterial experience and the race is 
almost over. 

In any event, Netanyahu knows 
where he’s going; how he intends 
to get there; who’s coming with 
him; and what dangers to expect 
on the way. Now all he needs to 
know is how much time he has for 
the election trail. 


LIKUD 

Continued from Page 1 


“On May 4. Yasser Arafat 
intends to unilaterally announce 
the establishment of a Palestinian 
slate whose capital is Jerusalem, 
Now I hear he's considering delay¬ 
ing this announcement so it won't 
help me win the elections. Arafat 
wants a change of government. He 
wants to hold the final-status talks 
with a left-wing government" 
Netanyahu said Arafat is talking 
not of the 1967 borders, but the 
borders proposed in the 1947 UN 
partition plan. “This includes 
Beersheba Mid Ashkelon. Anyone 
here from BeershebaT’ 

A cheer arose. “Don’t cheer,” 
snapped Netanyahu. "They’re 
talking of continuing tbeir fight 
until they reach their go,?I, an inde¬ 


pendent Palestinian state whose 
capital is holy Jerusalem." 

He accused the Labor govern¬ 
ment of giving the Palestinians 
everything they wanted and today’s 
Labor leaders of “running eagerly" 
to set up a Palestinian state. 

“This stale will be a base for ter¬ 
rorism against us. We’re acting to 
change this direction to a safe 
course." Netanyahu said. 

Netanyahu accused the media of 
magnifying the crisis in the Likud. 
“The media keep talking of an 
earthquake and some great explo¬ 
sion. That’s the same media which 
promised Labor would win the 
elections. Well, the earth isn’t shak¬ 
ing: the Likud is firm and strong." 

The committee approved by an 
overwhelming majority a proposal 
that its members elect the party’s 
Knesset list on February S, and to 
hold open primaries for party 


leader on January 25. If no candi¬ 
date gets more than 40 percent of 
the vote, a second round will be 
held on February 2. 

Barak, in an interview on 
Channel !. blasted Netanyahu for 
alleging that “Arafat wants a 
Labor government.” 

“Imagine if I said Hamas prefers 
Netanyahu as prime minister. Who 
can accept such talk?" he asked, 
accusing the prime minister of con¬ 
ducting an ongoing campaign of 
incitement... The one leading Israel 
to disaster is this smug, complacent 
man. leading us on a collision 
course with an iceberg,” Barak said. 

Earlier in the day. Olmert 
denounced central committee 
member Uzi Cohen for say ins 
MKs who are not completely loyal 
to Netanyahu would pay for it. 

Donna Hannan contributed to 
this report. 




as mayor of Jerusalem six weeks 
ago by a 61 percent margin. After 
his victory, he resigned from the 
Knesset as mandated by law, 
which forbids holding both jobs 
simultaneously. 

If he had replaced Netanyahu as 
Likud leader, Olmert would have 
bad to rejoin the Knesset and 
resign as mayor. His Umted 
Jerusalem list garnered only three 
seats on city council, and he has 
yet to put together a coalition. 

During his campaign he 


promised to remain mayor for the 
entire term, upcoming national 
elections notwithstanding. 

*Tm running in order to serve 
the city and my pinpose is to stay 
here five years. I’m really not 
responsible for all these predic¬ 
tions [that he will abandon the 
mayoralty] and I'm certainly flat¬ 
tered by fact that so many 
imaginative journalists consider 
me a potential candidate [for prime 
minister].” he told The Jerusalem 
post during the campaign. 


US Conservative leaders; 

Stop religious 
parties’ election 
blackmail 


& 


: :U 


• The proponents of legislation 
to circumvent the decisions of the 
High Court of Justice on religious 
issues are exploiting the present 
period of political uncertainty to 
push through their agenda, accord¬ 
ing to the leaders of the 
Conservative movement in the US. 

In a letter to 
Prime Minister 
Binyamin 
Netanyahu, Rabbi 
Ismar Schorsch, 
chancellor of the 
Jewish Theological 
Seminary of Amer¬ 
ica, and other Con¬ 
servative leaders note that the bill 
which would nullify the court 
order to seat Reform and 
Conservative representatives on 
religious councils, is due for first 
reading today. They also point out 
that a conversion bill, which 
would recognize the Chief 
Rabbinate as the sole arbiter on 
the validity of conversions, is also 
being considered. 

Schorsch and his colleagues ask 
Netanyahu to use his influence to 
avoid consideration of either bill, 
to prevent a potential rupture 
between Israel and Diaspora 
Jewry. 


make territorial concessions. 

Committee leaders expressed 
dismay over recent reports that 
Netanyahu is prepared for a with¬ 
drawal on the Golan Heights as 
part of a coalition agreement with 
the Labor Party. 

GRC chairman Avi Zeira and 
Katrzin Local 
Council 

Sammy Bar-Lev 
said that even if 
the reports were 
incorrect. 
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• The Golan Residents 
Committee yesterday called on 
Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu to support a bill that 
would make it more difficult to 


Netanyahu had 
been quoted in a 
recent newspaper 
article as saying that he would 
countenance territorial conces¬ 
sions in return for a peace accord 
with Syria. 

Netanyahu has denied the 
reports. 

“Such comments are shocking 
and undermine the moral base on 
which you were elected," Zeira 
and Bar-Lev wrote to Netanyahu. 

They said his reported willing¬ 
ness to abandon, his stated com¬ 
mitment that the Golan would., 
remain an integral part of Israel ir> r - 
in preference for a coalition 
accord was a body blow to "every¬ 
thing we have done together.” 

"Nevertheless, we have not 
given up h 9 peand we sriJJ believe 
in youi—commitment -to the 
Golan,” they said, noting that the 
first reading of the bill was due 
later this week. 
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But he added that for Israelis, 
Netanyahu has been a good prime 
minister. “He has a political mind, 
he loves his people, and he didn’t 
do anything except for the benefit 
of his people.” 

Keisi cited settlement activity as 
an example of how Netanyahu has 
acted in Israel’s interest, an asser¬ 
tion that would no doubt be con¬ 
tested by some Israelis. 

Moreover, he said Netanyahu 
outfoxed Palestinian Authority 


Chairman Arafat during the nego¬ 
tiations leading up to the Wye 
agreement. “He went to Wye 
Plantation and agreed with Abu 
Amar [Arafat] on the release of 
prisoners. But Netanyahu didn’t 
sign anything. He gave oral 
promises and Abu Amar accepted, 
them." W 

Id Keisi’s view, there is no real 
difference in political philosophy 
between Netanyahu and Barak. 
"This election will have no impact 
on the situation. We have experi¬ 
ence with the Israelis from 1967 
until today. They like to speak 
about peace, but it is all a game.” 
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.Experts expect 
dirtiest election 
campaign ever 
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ByHAOftHSMOHS 

The upcoming election cam¬ 
paign is likely to be the most 
vicious and personal ever seen in 
Israel thanks to the influence of 
imported US ’spin-doctors' and 
the rise of American-style meth¬ 
ods, according to local media con¬ 
sultants. 

Dr Yariv Ben-EIiezer, Dean of 
School of Communications at 
;1 Aviv University and a top 
media consultant, predicts that the 
main contenders will viciously 
attack each other's careers and prir 
vate lives and that the debate could 
descend into a battle of personal 
slurs. "It is going to be very per¬ 
sonal and very bloody. It is going 
to be like a fist fight," he said. 

Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu's use of US media spe¬ 
cialist Arthur Finkelstein in the 
last election helped transform him 
into what Ben-EIiezer considers to 
be the ultimate 'media-man'. Now 
Labor leader Ehud Barak has 
enlisted the services of James 
Carvilie and Stanley Greenberg 
who helped mastermind Bill 
Gjjnt on's rise to the top. 

■The campaigns will be much 
grislier and more personal because 
of the experts brought from 
Europe and America" agrees 
Menachem Sheizaf, who runs his 
own media consultancy firm. 

Ben-EIiezer, who in the past has 
advised Tsomet and the Histadrut 
on their media campaigns, says 
that Netanyahu's opponents will 
probably accuse him of being a 
'media-gimmick', a liar, of having 
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Weizman favors 
March or April 
election date 
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Citing the dangers to the ecotio-- 
my .and ’ the peace process. 
President Ezer Weizman today 
plans to meet with the leaders of 
the two large parties in an effort to 
arrange early elections. 

Weizman is due to hold a discus¬ 
sion with Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu over break¬ 
fast - their first in close to two 
months - and later to meet with 
Labor Party leader Ehud Barak. 

JHe will try to convince them to 
i^ree to a date in March or, at the 
direst, April for the holding of the 
elections. 

Weizman said yesterday that he 
is convinced that it is imperative to 
shorten the period during which 
there will be an interim govern¬ 
ment in office. 

Speaking during a meeting with 
Shas leader Ary eh Deri, said it was 
in the country’s best interests to 
set an early election date. He 
stressed that a prolonged election 
campaign could further weaken 
the ailing economy, increase 
unemployment, and jeopardize the 


peace process. - 
• 'stressed;- too,- that 'foreign 
relations could not afford to be put 
on hold for a prolonged period. 

Weizman said he had told 
Netanyahu that this was the only 
rational alternative already in the 
summer when the idea of a nation¬ 
al referendum was dropped. 

The president said that there is 
now no point in trying to set up a 
national unity government - an 
idea touted by Deri and proposed 
by the Shas leader before the fate¬ 
ful vote last week. There had been 
contacts on this issue, Weizman 
said, but all the attempts had 
failed. 

Emerging from his meeting at 
Beit Hanassi, Deri said he agrees 
that there is no future to such a 
move. It is therefore best to hold 
elections as soon as possible, he 
said. 

Deri was the first faction head to 
meet with Weizman since the vote 
for early elections last week. 

Weizman plans to meet with the 
leaders of Meretz. the National 
Religious Party, and the Arab fac¬ 
tions during the coming week. 


Meretz rejects primaries 
in favor of convention 
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By UAT COiUMS 

The Meretz Council yesterday 
determined that the party will 
choose its candidates for the next 
Knesset through a special party 
convention and not primary elec¬ 
tions, as in 1996. 

The council rejected by a large 
majority the suggestion by MK 
Dedi Zucker that the candidates be 
chosen by open primary elections, 
in which even people who are not 
full members of Meretz could par¬ 
ticipate. 

Meretz leader Yossi Sarid and 
MK Ran Cohen, who last week 
supported the primary election 
system, did not push for it yester¬ 
day. 

. Meretz. spokesman Yossi Gazit 
said the main considerations for 
going with the special, party con¬ 
vention are the lack of time and 
^ expense involved in a primary, 
-along.with the feci that it would 
fevor the current composition of 
it^ Knesset faction and not neces¬ 
sarily provide enough time for 
new candidates to get organized. 

. Gaat said the party aims at fin¬ 
ishing the entire procedure by 
February 1. 


The ■ special convention will 
meet to~auihorize last night’s deci¬ 
sion and after that the council will 
draw up a list of 22 to 25 candi¬ 
dates. Ten days later, it will recon¬ 
vene to determine each candi¬ 
date’s position on the slate. 

Although Sarid did not repeat 
his call for March general elec¬ 
tions or specifically mention a 
date, Gaat said Meretz wants the 
elections as soon as possible and 
certainly before the June 1 date 
which has been proposed. 

This morning coalition whip 
Meir Sbeetrit and Justice Minister 
Tzahi Hanegbi are to meet with 
Labor whip Elie Goldschmidt and 
Labor MK Uzi Baram to try to 
agree on a date for the elections. 
The Knesset Law Committee post¬ 
poned its meeting on the subject to 
tomorrow in the hope that the two 
main parties will have reached an 
agreement by then. It was Law 
Committee chairman Hanan Porat 
(National Religious Party) who 
suggested the June 1 dale. 

Shas leader Aryeb Deri has 
reportedly called for an earlier 
date now that his proposal for a 
national unity government has 
failed lo gain support 
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Landau challenges PM 


a weak personality and no plan 
except the plan to survive. Barak's 
enemies will say that he is vague 
about bis policies and will 
undoubtedly dig up the old nick¬ 
name ‘Ehud Barach’ (Ehud ran 
away), which refers to Barak’s 
suspected involvement in the 
Tze'dim B affair, of which he was 
cleared. 

Netanyahu’s camp will be espe¬ 
cially eager to attack Am non 
Lipkin-Shahak, should he decide 
to stand for prime minister, 
according to Ben-EJiezer. He also 
predicts that the media will make a 
meal of any din that Shahak's 
opponents can dig up about his 
private life. 

"Shahak was immune [to media 
criticism] while chief of staff 
because the army is a 'sacred cow’ 
but there is no immunity in poli¬ 
tics," he said. 

The obsession with the private 
lives of politicians is relatively 
new in Israeli politics. As Sheizaf 
points ouL the country has not tra¬ 
ditionally taken much interest in 
the personal affairs of its leaders. 

"It is only since Bibi became 
prime minister, that [the PM's] 
persona] life is always involved," 
said Sheizaf. noting that 
Netanyahu often takes his wife 
and children with him to public 
occasions in the American style, 
which bears the fingerprints of his 
US advisors. 

Neither Ben-EIiezer not Sheizaf 
are yet certain what their role will 
be in the upcoming election period 
but both are steeling themselves 
for an out-and-out battle. 


By 1BCHAL YUDELMAM 

MK Uzi Landau, chairman of 
the Knesset’s Foreign Affairs and 
Defense Committee, announced 
yesterday he would contend 
against Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu for the Likud's lead¬ 
ership and candidacy for prime 
minister. 

Blasting Netanyahu's leader¬ 
ship, Landau said the Likud had 
become a one-man party. 

‘The Likud has turned into a 
party for the moment, whose 

leadership changes its principles 
according to the wind's direction. 
It has become a weatbervane for 
rating. Just to do well in the polls 
and win. Such a victory is not 
real, and this is not a real leader¬ 
ship,” Landau said at a press con¬ 
ference in Tel Aviv. 

“Leaders must lead. We cannot 
choose the Likud’s leader jusL 
because of bis convincing looks 
and his excellent appearance on 
television. We must see whether 
he represents the Likud’s princi¬ 
ples and whether he will stick to 
its principles and positions. I will 
do so," Landau said. 

Landau was accompanied by 
former prime minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, who spoke in his sup¬ 
port Dozens of activists and sup¬ 
porters filled a room of Beit 
Sokolov in Tel Aviv, including 
Yossi Ben-Aharon who was 
director-general of the Prime 
Minister's Office during 
Shamir's term and Yossi Ahimeir, 
who was Shamir's bureau chief. 

Landau said be knew his 
chances of beating Netanyahu 
were slim, but his sense of justice 
and duty obliged him to offer 
party members “an authentic, 
reliable leadership." He said he 
was not acting on the basis of 
surveys but out of his deep con¬ 
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Former prime minis ter Yitzhak Shamir gestures to Uzi Landau at a news conference yesterday. In announcing his candidacy for 
prime minister, Landau said, ‘I won’t leave the party, the Likud is our home.' (Yael Somekh/lsrael Sun) 


viction that the Likud needs a 
real leadership. 

“When 1 see the injustice in the 
Likud, the distortion of the 
movement, I feel the need to do 
something. 

The public is losing confidence 
in the democratic system, 
because of the base norms intro¬ 
duced by the politicians. The 
public has had enough; The pub¬ 
lic is thirsty for a clean govern¬ 
ment. The members of the right 
wing' are looking for a political 


home," Landau said. 

In contrast to MKs Ze’ev 
Binyamin Begin, Dan Meridor 
and oLhers, Landau said he chose 
to fight for leadership within the 
party, and would not leave it even 
if he loses the showdown. “I 
won't leave the party, the Likud 
is our home. This is my efforT to 
bring the movement back on the 
right track, to regain its soul, win 
back the hope for its members 
and make its activists proud 
again. I see all the ‘political 


surfers’ looking for a party to 
join to ensure their place in the 
next Knesset The public doesn’t 
need any more surfers, but cap¬ 
tains. I'm offering a way," he 
said. 

Landau said he regards the 
Oslo and Wye agreements as a 
danger io the state's security, but 
could not cancel them, only insist 
that everything is done to mini¬ 
mize their damage. 

“The state is running in all 
directions without knowing 


where and without asking any 
questions. We must rethink care¬ 
fully, and re-evaluate the situa¬ 
tion towards the next millenni¬ 
um," he said. 

Shamir said if things had been 
different he should have been 
speaking at the central committee 
in support of Landau's candida¬ 
cy. ‘To my regret things have 
changed and I cannot be sure that 
people like Landau and Begin 
can be elected to the appropriate 
positions." 
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Doron Ben-Zichri 


in brief 

Stem bonier policeman Ben-Zichri buried 

Border policeman First SgL-Maj. — 

Doron Ben-Zichri, 26, who died 

Thursday night, 3 1/2 years after being 

wounded in an anti-ienxjrist operation, .^j 

was buried yesterday in Nahariya 

Cemetery’s military section. Ben-Zichri 

was shot in the head during an operation Aps®. 

by his anti-terror unit in June 1995 to 

capture Taber Kapisba, a Hebron Hamas 

cell leader responsible for killing slx - 

Israelis. Kapisba was (tilled as he tried to ; ^ftrf-^7 I 

flee from a house after opening fire. Ben- -- 

Zichrj never regained consciousness 

after he was shot. Doron Ben-Zichri 

He was eulogized by Inspector- 
GeoeraJ Yehuda Wilk, who said. “As was his custom he was at 
the bead of the force where the best are found." Dozens of bis 
comrades attended the funeral. Itim 

Border policeman remanded in theft 

A Jerusalem border policeman was arrested Saturday on suspi¬ 
cion of stealing, the Justice Ministry said yesterday. The 
Jerusalem Magistrate's Court has remanded the suspect for eight 
days. Jerusalem police arrested the suspect and a minor at 3 a.m. 
near the Rav Chen movie complex in the Talpiot neighborhood 
because they looked suspicious. 

The Justice Ministry's police investigation unit found that the 
suspect had broken into a number of cars and had stolen things 
from them. Some of the property has been recovered from a hiding 
place near Teddy Stadium in the Malha neighborhood. Amy Klein 

Suspect cleared m Old City bombing 

Jerusalem police yesterday lifted the publication ban on the 
identity of the man originally suspected of detonating a bomb in 
Jerusalem's Old City last Sunday. Police released Michael 
Sedgwick, 53, an immigrant from England, because be set off 
the bomb inadvertently. 

Sedgwick was on his way back to his hostel in the Old City at 
1:15 a.m. last Sunday when he touched a briefcase placed near 
the New Gate in the Christian Quarter. The briefcase exploded, 
cutting off Sedgwick's left band. He is currently listed in satis¬ 
factory to good condition at Shaare Zedek Hospital. 

Police have not have not yet arrested any other suspects con¬ 
nected with die bomb and do not know whether the perpetrators 
are Arab or Jewish, said Jerusalem police spokesman Shmuei 
Ben-Ruby. Amy Klein 

Charges dropped against 11 students 

Police yesterday agreed to drop charges against 11 students 
who participated in demonstrations during the recent student 
strike. A spokeswoman for the students claimed that the charges 
were dropped because of a lack of public interest. Charges are 
still pending against 49 students, including some of the leaders 
of the strike. National Council of Israeli Students chairman Lior 
Rothbart expressed the hope that the charges against them would 
be dropped as well, noting that the demonstrations were “our 
full right in a democratic state." Aryeh Dean Cohen 

World Mental Health Day today 

The more than 120,000 emotionally disabled Israelis will be 
remembered today, as the Health Ministry marks World Mental 
Health Day for the first time. The National Forum of Families of 
the Emotionally Disabled, which was established five years ago, 
says it will continue to fight for patients' rights to highly subsi¬ 
dized medications and for including psychiatric care in the bas¬ 
ket of health services. 

The ministry will mark the day with a large symposium on 
“Patients’ Rights” at the Shalom Hotel in Jerusalem, and Health 
Minister Yehoshua Matza will greet the audience. Panels of 
experts and family representatives will discuss hypothetical 
medical and ethical dilemmas facing professionals in psychiatric 
institutions. Judy Siegel 

Ministiy wants Hasharon Hotel pool closed 

The Health Ministry has asked the Herzliya Municipality to 
cancel the business license of the Hasharon Hotel pool and to 
file a suit against management for failing to repair shortcomings 
that “endanger the public health." 

Among the problems were the lack of a device to measure die 
concentration of disinfectant chemicals and the use of chemicals 
not approved by the ministry for swimming pools. Ministiy inspec¬ 
tors also detected problems with the filters, and the toilets were 
found to be dirty in a way that posed a danger to the public health, 
they added. The ministry said it had repeatedly asked the hotel to 
repair the problems but that it had not done so. Judy Siegel 

MA to keep investigations 

The Israel Medical Association (IMA) yesterday endorsed rec¬ 
ommendations by a Health Ministry committee on medical negli¬ 
gence that proceedings at investigatory committees should be kept 
secret so doctors would not be afraid to give evidence. The Kling 
Committee's recommendations - first reported by The Jerusalem 
Post on Friday - have not yet appeared in their draft form in pub¬ 
lic, as the ministry's Internet site with the whole text continues to 
be out of order. The 140-page document was supposed to appear 
on a section of the ministry's Internet site (www.health.gov.Ll/dh) 
in Hebrew starting last Thursday. Judy Siegel 


Monitoring panel condemns 4 
Lebanon for Katyusha attack 


By DAWD BUDGE 

Hie Grapes of Wrath monitoring group 
yesterday denounced Lebanon for the 
Katyusha rocket attacks on Kiryat Shmona 
and other parts of the Galilee last 
Wednesday. 

The IDF Spokesman said in a statement 
that die five-nation committee had deter¬ 
mined that the rocket barrage was an inten¬ 
tional retaliatory act and as such was a vio¬ 
lation of the understandings reached at the 
end of Operation Grapes of Wrath in April 
1996. 

The statement stud the monitoring group 
hnri recognized that Ayifes of a Lebanese 


wo man and six of her children in an IAF 
strike near Janta village was accidental. 

Nevertheless, the committee condemned 
Israel for the results of the raid, which had 
been aimed at an Hizbullah training base in 
the northern part of Lebanon’s Bekaa 
Valley, near Janta. 

The monitoring group, composed of repre¬ 
sentatives from America. France, Israel, 
Syria, and Lebanon, yesterday concluded its 
discussions into complaints submitted by 
Israel and Lebanon over the recent incidents. 

The committee, which was established to 
supervise the understandings, called on Israel 
and Lebanon to submit to it any complaints 
about accident or intentional violations and 


thereby prevent an escalation of violence. 

The meeting of the monitoring group at 
UNlFlL's headquarters in Nakoura bad 
barely finished before renewed fighting 
broke out in the security zone, with South 
Lebanese Army positions in the eastern sec¬ 
tor coming under mortar and recoilless rifle 
fire. There were no casualties in fee attacks, 
for which Hizbullah claimed responsibility, 
and IDF and SLA gunners returned fire. 

Meanwhile, members of the Knesset’s 
interior committee yesterday visited Kiryat 
Shmona and other communities in the 
North that were struck by Hizbullah 
Katyushas last week. 

The visit occurred amid arguments 








Ttee implanters 

Officers of the Alpha Omega international Jewish dental fraternity, here for their 91st convention, pose yesterday before plant¬ 
ing saplings in the JNF forest in Jerusalem’s Kiryat Men ahem section. Seated (1-r): Richard Shapiro, international treasurer 
(Atlanta, 6A); Donald Scheroff, inf I president (Westchester, NY); Joel Schaumberg, inf 1 president-elect (Detroit, MI); Barry 
Chopnick, intT editor (Toronto, ON). Standing (I-r): Jennifer Schaumberg, inf I student officer (Detroit, MI); Michael 
Kohleriter, inf 1 secretary (Dallas, TX); Gary Scheroff, inf I trustee (Westchester, NY); Jeff Henkin, chairman, board of trustees 
(Miami, FL); Arnold Feldman, IntT trustee (Washington, DC); Steven Kahen, past inf 1 president (Washington, DC); Shane 
Fisher, inf] student officer (Indianapolis, IN); Sidney Tourial, Alpha Omega Foundation chairman (Atlanta, GA). Ooe Malcolm) 

Em Kerem residents oppose building plan 


ByAMYKLBH 

Residents of Jerusalem's Ein 
Kerem neighborhood are taking 
advantage of a little-known clause 
in the building and planning code 
in an attempt to thwart a major 
construction plan. The case could 
set a precedent that would help 
residents challenge construction 
plans in other towns and cities, an 
official with the Society for the 
Protection of Nature in Israel said. 

The Ein Kerem residents’ com¬ 
mittee submitted its own master 
plan last week to fee Jerusalem 
Municipality to counter seven 
building projects planned for Ein 
Kerem by the Israel Lands 
Authority. the Jerusalem 
Municipality and private people, 
said the committee's chairperson, 
Pnina En Mor. 

En Mor said the residents' plan 
seeks to limit fee damage to the 
landscape while providing for 
tourism, ecology, transportation 
and housing in a unified, rather 
than haphazard, manner. 

Ein Kerem, a southwestern 
Jerusalem neighborhood located in 
a basin between the Herzl, Ora and 
Harat hills, is said to be fee birth¬ 
place of John fee Baptist and is 
visited by thousands of Christian 
and Israeli tourists each year. 

The residents’ committee claims 
the planned housing projects - 
including a private one for a five- 


story hotel which has already been 
approved despite the fact feat no 
parking lot accompanies it - 
would take up hundreds of 
dunams of land currently in and 
around Ein Kerem. including pan 
of the Jerusalem Forest, the slope 
beneath fee road to Hadassah hos¬ 
pital and the ancient olive groves 
west of fee neighborhood. 

It was a relatively new provision 
to fee building and planning law- 
feat allowed the Ein Kerem com¬ 
mittee to submit an alternate plan. 
Provision 61a (b), created in 1996. 
allows someone wife interest in 
the land - such as fee residents - 
to submit a budding plans for fee 
property. 

Previously, only fee municipali¬ 
ty could submit a master plan, and 
fee recourse for fee residents and 
other bodies who might oppose 
the plan - such as the Society for 
the Protection of Nature in Israel - 
would be ro wait until after plans 
had been submitted and only then 
register formal opposition. 

“Israeli planning law is much 
more restrictive in fee opportuni¬ 
ties it gives its citizens to make 
objections as compared to 
American and British law,” said 
Chaim Pialkoff, the economic 
advisor to fee deputy minister of 
housing. “The provision was 
added to fee law in order ro give 
citizens a meaningful opportunity 
to shape fecit neighborhoods.” 


Yet whether fee law is effective 
- if fee submined plans are actual¬ 
ly approved - is another maner. 

Tora Banin, fee Interior Ministry 
official responsible for inspecting 
plans on fee ministerial level, said 
there are dozens of cases where 
citizens have used this law. Often, 
she said, when alternative plans 
have been drawn uj) by a private 
party, the municipality will adopt 
it or incorporate sections of it into 
the final plan. But Banin said she 
has never seen a case where a plan 
for an entire neighborhood was 
approved over the ones slotted by 
the municipality and the Israel 
Lands Authority. 

Building and planning authori¬ 
ties are like courts: Plans must first 
be submitted to a local authority 
and if rejected or not inspected 
within 60 days, they can be sub¬ 
mitted to the district authority. The 
municipality and the Israel Lands 
Authority are both invited to sub¬ 
mit their recommendations at each 
level. 

This is why, said SPNI 
Jerusalem Director Nomi Tsur, 
communities never do what fee 
Ein Kerem committee has done. 
“The planning establishment has 
money and political power on its 
side. The academic, environmen¬ 
tal and grass-roots organizations 
of residents rarely have the money 
and time to fight for their neigh¬ 
borhoods" 


The cost can run to hundreds of 
thousands of shekels. Tsur said. 

The SPNI is considering the pro¬ 
posal of legislation which would 
force municipalities to hold a pub¬ 
lic hearing on their plans before 
they are submitted, so that resi¬ 
dents will be informed and pre¬ 
pared to take action in fee event 
they are dissatisfied. 

Meanwhile, the Jerusalem 
municipality has less than 60 days 
to respond to Ein Kerem’s master 
plan. A municipality spokes¬ 
woman said they also want to pre¬ 
serve the external basin of Ein 
Kerem and “if convinced that the 
current master plan for Ein Kerem 
is faulty, we will oppose it.” 

She said that the hotel in the 
center of Ein Kerem on Ha- 
Ma'ayan street was approved by 
the planning committee in order to 
“strengthen the tourist element of 
the community." 

Opponents of the Ein Kerem 
plan claim fee residents' interests 
are myopic. “They are very egotis¬ 
tical and watching out for their 
own bottom line," said Haim 
Lotner, an architect who is design¬ 
ing fee plans for a bousing project 
in FLA-owned land in Ein Kerem. 
“They don’t own fee laud, never 
paid for it, and so of course they 
don’t want it to be built up right 
near their houses. Not everyone 
gets what he wants at the expense 
of others ” 
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between local residents whose tomes or 
businesses were hit and members of the 
Property Tax department, whose assessors 
have been estimating fee coa of the dam¬ 
age. Some residents complained.ttoy are 
being offered insufficient compensation for 
belongings and property damaged or 
destroyed in fee rocket barrage. 

Udi Barzilai, responsible for fee Property 
Tax in the Income Tax Authority, denied fee 
allegations and stressed that fee sole inten¬ 
tion is to help residents. • 

Barzilai, in an interview on Israel Kamo, 
said fee aim is to return the situation to what 
it was before fee rocket attacks and that res¬ 
idents would be fully compensated. 


Group 
formal 
to help 
reclaim 
survivors’ 
assets ■ 

By AflYEH DEAN COHEM 


Help is being offered to those 
interested in filing claims to 
recover private assets in Poland 
and other countries - worth bil¬ 
lions of dollars - which belonged 
to Holocaust victims or survivors 
by a new non-profit organization, 
its organizers announced yester¬ 
day. 

The Organization for the Return 
of Jewish Private Property will 
function oa both fee international 
and local levels, according to its 
chairman, lawyer Arye EdelisL 
The group plans, to aid feosp 
whose property was turned over wf* 
fee local government or to others 
who are neither its owners nor 
-their heirs. 

.it will also deal with locating 
._ Jewish, property, its • owners, and 
handling requests for compensa¬ 
tion. Attempts will also be made 
' to block the sale or transfer of 
property owned by Jews confiscat¬ 
ed during fee Holocaust or expro¬ 
priated by the government, or held 
by third parties on behalf of fee 
government. 

The organization will also offer 
preservation and administration 
services, and advice to owners, 
their heirs, or those holding fee 
rights to such property. 

Businessman Eli Gat has been. 
appointed director-general of ipt 
organization, and other mem beys 
include Noah Flug, secretary-gen¬ 
eral of the Center of Organiza¬ 
tions of Holocaust Survivors in 
Israel, and journalists and authors 
Zvi Gil and Alex Klugman. 

The organization plans to focus 
first on changing Polish law to 
allow anyone who owned proper¬ 
ty on fee eve of World War n or 
any heir living anywhere in the 
world to claim it 
“The law in Poland today pre¬ 
vents most of fee owners or their 
heirs from reclaiming fee proper- A 
ty, because fee law only permits ^ 
those who were Polish citizens at 
the time of fee expropriation or 
confiscation to seek its return. 
Most of fee Jews of Poland left at 
the beginning of the 1950s,” 
Edelist explained. 

There have been reports of Jews 
or their heirs succeeding in recov¬ 
ering property through lawyers 
based here or in Poland after 
lengthy legal procedures, mainly 
those whose family members filed 
claims immediately after fee 
Holocaust. 

“There have been isolated 
instances of Jews able to reclaim 
property," Edelist said, “but fee 
overwhelming majority has not 
been able to do so." 

The organization plans to pres¬ 
sure fee Polish government 
regarding pending legislation on , 

tins issue, and aid owners of assets ■jr 
and their heirs to file claims. ■ 
Retired judge Mosbe Necht, 
also a member of the new organi¬ 
zation, criticized fee World Jewish 
Restitution Organization for hot 
dealing wife private property. 
Rug, who also is secretary-gener¬ 
al of fee WJRO, said that while 
fee WJRO had pledged to do so, it 
had not yet taken action. He said 
fee new body is not intended to 
compete with the WJRO, but 
rafeer “we expect fee full cooper¬ 
ation of the WJRO and financial 
assistance from it for our activi¬ 
ties." 
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OBRANCA, Yugoslavia (AP) - 
Serbian police and ethnic Albanian 
rebels waged a fierce battle yester¬ 
day around a guerrilla stronghold, 
exchanging fire with artillery, mor¬ 
tars, and grenades in northern 
Kosovo. 

Police wearing flak jackets and 
helmets fired from trenches at the 
outskirts of Obranca village toward 
neighboring Lapastica - the Kosovo 
liberation Army stronghold that 
appears to be the main target of 
their four-day-old offensive. 

The ethnic Albanians accused 
police of opening fire first yesterday 
morning, but rebels were shooting 
back heavily. 


The crackdown has resulted in the 
most serious clashes in the seces¬ 
sionist province since an October 
truce, despite the efforts of interna¬ 
tional monitors determined to pre¬ 
vent a return to full-scale war. 

At least 10 ethnic Albanians have 
been reputed killed in the offen¬ 
sive. The body of the latest victim, a 
44-year-old man, was discovered 
Saturday night, the Kosovo 
Information Center said. 

Teams of international monitors 
were sent to the area of yesterday’s 
shooting in rebel-controlled territo¬ 
ry between Obranca and Lapastica, 
some 30 kilometers north of 
Pristina. 

One verifier near the scene of yes¬ 
terday's clash characterized it as 


“serious fighting." International 
monitors have talked to both sides 
in the fight over the ethnic 
Albanian-dominated province of 
Serbia, the main republic in 
Yugoslavia. Those efforts, and vis¬ 
its to the areas of conflict, appear to 
have helped prevent a complete 
breakdown of the shaky mice. 

But Serb forces have refused to 
end their buildup in the rebel-held 
area. International officials, who 
still bold both sides responsible for 
the worsening violence, have 
strongly criticized tire Sabs for 
responding with dozens of tanks to 
alleged provocations by the KLA. 

Sob police said they would stay 
in Obranca, two kilometers from 
Lapastica, until at least after the 


funeral of a 65-year-old Serb farmer 
killed by the KLA on Saturday. 

The farmer, one of the last Serb 
civilians in the predominantly eth¬ 
nic Albanian village, was shot after 
he and his family opened fire on the 
rebels, a KLA commander was 
quoted as saying in the ethnic 
Albanian daily Koha Ditore. 

The top Serb official in Pristina 
said the farmer’s death was “anoth¬ 
er crime committed by Albanian 
terrorists whose aim is to make 
Kosovo ethnically” all-Albanian. 

The Kosovo Information Center 
claimed Serb police are passing out 
weapons to Serb civilians in the 

region. 

In a separate incident yesterday, 
the Serb-run Media Center said a 



assets 




Jordanians against Iraq bombardment 


Jordanian activists stage a pro-Iraq demonstration yesterday opposite the Royal Cultural Center in Amman, where the Arab 
Parliamentary Union held an emergency session on the Iraqi situation. The parliamentarians condemned the four-day US-led 


year UN sanctums. ‘The aggression onJjraq represents a.dangerous policy, which is against international law and shakes regional 
and intenrationai security,'APU head Fathi.Sorour, who is also speaker of Egypt’s parliament, told thesession. - (AP) 


Cult linked to Tokyo gas 
attack establishes UK base 


62-year-old villager from Velika 
Reka was shot at with automatic 
weapons and fired back on the 
“terrorists." The rebels have 
acknowledged they are rearming 
and preparing for sustained fight¬ 
ing La order to gain freedom for 
Kosovo. 

International diplomacy that pro¬ 
duced an October peace agreement 
has failed to achieve an agreement 
on Kosovo's political status aimed 
at ending the conflict. 

More than 1,000 people have 
been killed since Yugoslav 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
began an offensive against the 
rebels last February, driving some 
300.000 were driven from their 
homes. 


Smallest 

octuplet 

dies 

By MARK BAB0ECK 


HOUSTON (AP) - The smallest 
of the Chukwu octuplets died early 
yesterday from heart and lung fail¬ 
ure, a week after she was born 
weighing just 292 gram. 

Texas Children’s Hospital 
announced that the baby. Chijindu 
Chidera, who was nicknamed 
Odera, was pronounced dead at 
3:23 a.m. She and her seven sib¬ 
lings had been in intensive care 
since her birth December 20 as part 
of the world’s first surviving set of 
octuplets. The first baby was bom 
December8. 

Odera was the fifth child born to 
Nkem Chukwu, a native of Nigeria, 
and her husband. Tyke Louis Udobi. 

The baby’s condition began to 
deteriorate significantly Saturday, 
when doctors moved her from a 
conventional ventilator to an oscil¬ 
lator in an effort to improve her 
blood oxygenation. 

But her oxygen levels remained 
poor and her heart began to fail. 

In a statement released yesterday 
through the hospital the parents 
sai± “We are very saddened by the 
passing of our beloved baby Odera. 
vShe is now safe with God in heaven 
arid w£ remain most grateful to Him 
for having blessed W lives with 
hers." 

The other seven babies are in crit¬ 
ical condition. 
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Lowest violent US crime rate in 25 years 

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The violent crime rate in the US fell 
almost 7 percent in 1997 to the lowest level since die National Crime 
Victimization Survey was started 25 years ago, the Justice Department 
on Sunday Jn 1997, the last year for which full statistics 
were compiled, there were an estimated 39 violent crimes per J ,000 
US residents 12 or olden 

That was lower than the 42 per 1,000 the year before and represent- . 
ed a 21% drop since 1993. The nation’s murder rale alone fell by 8%, : 
meaning the 18,210 murders last year were 28% lower than in 1993. 

Most categories of crime were down in 1997, with property crime 
also reaching its lowest level since the survey’s beginning. Robbery 
fell the most among 1997 violent crime, down 17%, while the statistics, 
for rape and sexual assault did not change from the year before. 

UNITA says crash fault of Angolan government 

LUANDA (Reuters) - Angolan state radio yesterday accused 
UNTCA rebels of shooting down a UN flight with 14 people aboard 
close to a government-held town that they had been shelling for 
weeks. 

“A MONUA (United Nations Observer Mission in Angola) airplane , 
was shot down yesterday by UNITA forces as it was taking off from •' 
Huambo for Saurimo." the Luanda-based state radio, monitored in 
Johannesburg, reported. 

There was no independent confirmation of how the plane, which 
was carrying 10 UN monitors and four crew, was downed on Saturday,, 
after taking off from the central highland town of Huambo on its way 
to Saurimo in Angola’s northeast. The UN special representative in 
Angola, Issa Dialo, called on government and rebel forces to observe a 
48-hour cease-fire around the site of the crash to allow a scareh-and- 
nsscue operation for the missing plane. 

Saudi Arabia denies plot to kill bin Laden 

DUBAI (Reuters) - Saudi Arabia yesterday denied involvement in a 
failed plot to kill exiled dissident Osama bin Laden, accused by the 
US of masterminding attacks a gains t two of its embassies in Africa in ' 
August The official Saudi Press Agency quoted a Saudi source as say¬ 
ing that remarks attributed by a Pakistani daily to Bin Laden about the 
involvement of Saudi Arabia in the assassination attempt were “lies.” 

Bin T -aden said in an interview published in the English-language 
The News on Saturday that Afghanistan’s ruling Ihlehan militia foiled 
the assassination at te mpt and arrested three men involved. The men 
were being held in prison in die southern Afghan city of Kandahar, the 
Taleban headquarters, it added. 

One of the plotters “was offered one million Saudi riyals and the 
nationality of Saudi Arabia to accomplish the mission," bin Laden was 
quoted as saying. He was interviewed on Wednesday night at a secret 
location near Kandahar, the paper said. 

Arc de Triomphe shut down by strike 

PARIS (Reuters) - The Arc de Triomphe. one of Paris’s most popu¬ 
lar tourist attractions, was off-limits to viators yesterday as the monu¬ 
ment's employees went on strike over staffing levels and pay. 

Built on the orders of the Emperor Napoleon between 1806 and 
1835 to honor the French army, the Arc draws about a million visitors 
a year and offers a panoramic view of the French capital. 

The employees, who walked out on Saturday afternoon, have 
demanded negotiations with the Culture Ministry before they will con¬ 
sider returning to work. 

They complain they must work too much overtime and are demand¬ 
ing bonuses and the hiring of additional staff. 

A ministry spokesman said talks were expected to begin today | 
between the Arc’s approximately 50 ernployeeff.and the Caisse • _ 
Nationale des Monuments Historique, the state agency that manages i 
France's historic monuments. ’• 


DOUGLAS DAVIS 


< LONDON - A cult whose mem¬ 
bers have been linked to the 1995 
sarin gas subway attack in Japan 
and is said to be neo-Nazi and anti- 
semitic has established a base in 
London. 

Police say the Sukyo Mahikari 
cult is associated with Aum 
Shinrikyo, whose leaders are facing 
charges of mass murder for the 
deaths of 12 people in the Tokyo 
subway attack. 

The Sukyo Mahikiri, said by for¬ 
mer members to propagate neo- 
Nazi and antisemitic propaganda, 
has successfully applied for charita¬ 
ble status in Britain. 

The former members also told the 


Sunday Tones that the cult is prepar¬ 
ing for a “baptism of fire” that could 
end the world next year. 

A leaflet prepared by the cult 
states: “Under the present circum¬ 
stances there is the terrible possibil¬ 
ity that mankind might be annihilat¬ 
ed by the baptism of fire." This, the 
former members point out, is the 
same language used by other cults, 
including Aum Shinrikyo and the 
Solar Temple, whose members 
committed mass suicide three years 
ago. 

According to die paper, the mes¬ 
sage is interpreted as meaning that 
the cult is planning “some sort of 
action” as the millennium 
approaches. 

An undercover reporter from the 


paper, who spent a month at the 
cult’s headquarters in south 
London, said cult leaders claim to 
have recruited more than 300 sup- 
potters throughout Britain, mostly 
middle-class professionals. 

The cult also solicits for cash 
donations and, according to for¬ 
mer members, followers have 
been known to hand over thou¬ 
sands of dollars, as well as gifts of 
property. 

The European and African bead- 
quarters of the cult is based in 
Luxembourg and has reportedly 
received a grant of $60,000, which 
was used to refurbish its offices. 

A spokesman for Sukyo Mahikiri 
denied the cult is linked to Aum 
Shinrikyo or drat it is antisemitic. 
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Insider’s view of Clinton’s 



A new book by controversial 
Clinton consultant Dick Morris 
reveals how closely politics and 
policy became fused in the White 
House during the 1996 campaign. 
John F. Harris reports 


E very Wednesday night, the 
group huddled in die Yellow 
Oval Room of the White 
House residence. The discussion 
grazed across an ever-changing 
buffet of subjects high and low: 
welfare and immigration, OJ. 
Simpson and Paula Jones. 

But the real agenda was always 
centered on the man sitting at the 
center in a large stuffed chair 
President Clinton and his plans for 
winning a second term. 

The group of political consul¬ 
tants, senior White House staff. 
Vice President AJ Gore and a hand¬ 
ful of Cabinet members, was essen¬ 
tially the war council for the 1996 
campaign. Two years later, a win¬ 
dow has opened on that campaign 
and the techniques of its erratic 
chief strategist Dick Morris - 
thanks to a new book by Morris 
that reprints 18 months of the agen¬ 
das he produced for the weekly 
strategy sessions. 

The agendas reflect Morris’s 
polling-based approach to politics 
and suggest the degree to which 
Clinton's policy initiatives on such 
subjects as crime, immigration and 
welfare were influenced by public 
opinion surveys. Political judg¬ 
ments about how best to position 
the president against the 
Republicans were also tailored to 
the polls. 

The documents also reveal how 
Clinton's advisers weighed the 
political implications of even the 
most tragic events, and assessed 
ways in which he might gain side 
benefits from his presidential 
duties. 

On April 27, 1995 - eight days 
after the Oklahoma City bombing - 
Morris directed a discussion of 
how to reap political advantage 
from the aftermath, according to 
the agenda for the date. As the con¬ 
sultant saw it, Clinton's handling of 
the tragedy would lead to “tempo¬ 
rary gain: boost in ratings.” and he 
could create "a permanent possible 
gain: sets up Extremist Issue vs. 
Republicans." 

On Aug. 1,1996, among topics at 
the weekly meeting was how well 
Clinton had responded to the mid¬ 
air explosion of TWA Flight 800. 
Polling data showed that 84 percent 
of Americans had heard about 
Clinton’s meeting with families of 
the victims. Fifty percent said the 


emotional meeting made them 
more likely to vote for Clinton over 
Robert J. Dole. 

The agendas are printed as an 
appendix to a newly released edi¬ 
tion of Behind the Oval Office, the 
campaign memoir that Morris pub¬ 
lished early last year. Two years 
after the election, the agendas - 
which were once so sensitive that 
Gore had to return his copy at the 
end of each session - are notewor¬ 
thy now primarily as historical doc¬ 
uments. 

They also highlight an irony that 
echoes through Clinton’s presiden¬ 
cy to this day. At the very time that 
be was working so methodically to 
rebuild his presidency - polling on 
every event or issue that might con¬ 
ceivably affect his prospects - he 
was carrying on a relationship with 
Monica S. Lewinsky that would 
later help opponents tear him 
down. 

Senior White House officials said 
Monday that they had not reviewed 
Morris's new book, but bad no rea¬ 
son to suspect that the agendas he 
printed were not authentic. They 
cautioned, however, that the agen¬ 
das that Morris presented at the 
weekly political meetings - before 
he left the campaign in August 
1996 - often reflected his own 
interests and obsessions more than 
Clinton's. 

Even Morris, who said he pub¬ 
lished the agendas because they 
were “historical documents," 
emphasized: Tm the author of the 
agendas, not Clinton." 



The reassuring ‘father Image': Clinton reads a Christmas classic to Washington area children in the White House last week. 
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YET reading through the 200 
pages of agendas - and comparing 
them to Clinton's schedule and 
statements in 1995 and 1996 - 
make clear that politics and policy 
became fused in Clinton’s White 
House to a greater degree than had 
been demonstrated. 

On April 24, 1996. polling data 
presented at the weekly meeting 
showed that an initiative to crack 
down on “deadbeat dads" who 
don’t pay child support would 
make 80 percent of respondents 
more likely to vote for Clinton. 
Later thar spring, he announced 
new regulations requiring states to 
take more aggressive steps to track 
down faihers. 

On June 12, the consultants pre¬ 
sented data showing that 87 percent 


of the electorate favored a constitu¬ 
tional amendment guaranteeing 
new rights to crime victims. Two 
weeks later, Clinton, surrounded by 
parents of slain children, overruled 
the recommendations of some con¬ 
stitutional experts in the Justice 
Department to endorse the amend- 
ment. 

Tbe next month Clinton also 
looked closely at polls in deciding 
to sign what be called a flawed bill 
to overhaul welfare. Morris warned 
him that a veto - as strongly urged 
by Health and Human Service 
Secretary Donna E. Shalaia - 
“would be a disaster" that would 
cause him to lose 8 percentage 
points against Dole. 

While the agendas Morris 
reprints may buttress those who 


believe Clinton is a finger-in-the- 
wind politician, Morris in an inter¬ 
view Monday said the perception is 
unfair. 

Clinton may poll more than other 
presidents, he said, but he has 
proven himself willing to take 
actions that go against public opin¬ 
ion - such as approving a US-led 
financial rescue of Mexico or send¬ 
ing US troops to Bosnia. It is when 
he is taking unpopular steps. 
Morris said, that Clinton examines 
polls most minutely to figure out 
the best way to make a hard ale. 


NUMEROUS White House aides 
groaned or sputtered expletives 
when informed about the new 
book by Morris. The consultant, 
who has worked with numerous 
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Republicans, was a despised figure 
among many Clinton aides even 
before be was fired for consorting 
with a prostitute. 

But even some aides who disdain 
Morris acknowledge that, over the 
years, he has been far closer to 
Clinton than any other adviser. 
Especially in times of crisis - after 
a defeat in Arkansas, after the 1994 
elections, and after the Lewinsky 
story broke in January - Clinton 
has turned to his old adviser. 

The agendas reflect a continuing 
concern of the president - main¬ 
taining bis popularity amid news of 
scandal. The team polled extensive¬ 
ly on such controversies as the 
White House’s improper posses¬ 
sion of FBI files, which was hurting 
his number for a time in June 
1996, and whether Clinton was 
being hurt by the Paula Jones sexu¬ 
al harassment case. In the end, 
though, the numbers always 


showed that people’s support of 
Clinton’s policies overcame mis¬ 
trust of him personally. 

Bui the agendas also hint at a 
controversy to come: Morris urged 
extensive Democratic National 
Committee issue advertising. “Use 
DNC to pay for it; we control pro¬ 
duction," the consultant wrote on 
the agenda for June 26, 1995. 

The agendas show how much 
Clinton and his team worried about 
news events that would seem, at 
first glance, unrelated to presiden¬ 
tial politics. 

On OcL 3, 1995, in the wake of 
the OJ. Simpson verdict, Clinton’s 
polling team of Mark Penn and 
Doug Schoen surveyed ihe public 
about how whites and Macks would 
react. Morris said Clinton was con¬ 
cerned about a possible “right-wing 
backlash" of an acquittal. 

On May 9,1996. Clinton’s politi¬ 
cal team discussed how to use that 


year’s Summer Olympics in 
Atlanta to the president’s advan¬ 
tage - amplifying his message 
about “responsibility and self- 
improvement.” For foe 199& 
Democratic convention. . the 
Clinton team polled on such possi¬ 
ble speakers as Walter Cronkite, 
Garth Brooks and John F v Kennedy 
Jr. before deciding on Christopher 
Reeve. 

The agendas also reflect The 
Clinton team’s belief in sending 
messages about cultural values. On 
Oct 11, 1995, the agenda for the 
weekly meeting was about bow 
Clinton could recast his style to 
present more of a reassuring 
“father image" - in pan to draw 
more female votes. 

‘Women crave men who act 
responsibly,” Morris wrote. 
“Romance novel themes are now of 
woman done wrong and rescued by 
Mr. Right." (The Washington Pos ' 


Kicking out the Kurds 


Eager to uproot non-Arabs from the oil-rich areas 
he controls, Saddam Hussein is forcibly ridding 
himself of them, writes Amberin Zaman 
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S addam Hussein's regime has 
expelled hundreds of ethnic 
Kurds and other non-Arab 
minorities to Kurdish-controlled 
northern Iraq in recent months 
despite repeated warnings from 
the UN, officials say. 

Tens of thousands were forced 
to leave after the end of the Gulf 
War in 1991, but the expulsions 
then slowed. The daily deporta¬ 
tion from oil-rich areas under 
Hussein’s control has increased 
again in the past six months. 

In this sprawling, mainly 
Kurdish-populated city in north¬ 
east Iraq, new victims of 
Hussein's policy are camping In a 
derelict hotel where there is no 
heating, no running water, no 
electricity, no toilets and little pro¬ 
tection from the harsh winter. 

Jamal Amin Ali, a 26-year-old 
farmer from the oil-rich Kirkuk 
region just to the west, shook with 
anger as he described how he was 
forced to abandon his home, his 
land and all his belongings late 
last month. 

“Saddam’s police burst into our 
home with their guns and pointed 
them to my baby girl’s head,” he 
said. “They wanted to know where 
I was. 

"When my wife said she didn’t 
know, they took her and the baby 
to prison, and told her they would 
not be given any food till T showed 
up and we all left Kirkuk for good. 

“If we didn't, we would all be 
killed instantly, they said.” 

Fellow deportees from about 
120 families sheltering at the rat- 
infested hotel, where narrow card¬ 
board strips serve as beds and 
plastic sheeting as roofs, tell simi¬ 
lar stories. They say they have 
barely enough food to survive, no 
money, no work and no hope for 
the future. 

Most had their ration coupons 


for UN aid confiscated by Iraqi 
police before they were kicked 
out. 

“If. we don’t find a warm place 
to stay, my baby is going to die 
soon," said a gaunt Kurdish 
woman bolding up a thin little boy 
with sunken cheeks, huge dark 
eyes and a backing cough. 


The deaL, viewed as crucial to US 
efforts to revive Iraqi opposition 
to Saddam’s regime, was signed in 
Albright’s presence. 
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IRAQI Kurdish officials express 
doubts that last week's airstrikes 
by the US and Britain will affect 
the deportations. 

They say the expulsions are 
intended to remove non-Arabs 
from the provinces of Mosul and 
Kiricuk, where most of Iraq’s vast 
oil wealth lies. 

According to the Kurdish offi¬ 
cials, around 200,000 ethnic 
Kurds have been forcibly evicted 
from areas still under Iraqi gov¬ 
ernment control since the Kurds' 
failed uprising against Baghdad at 
the end of the 1991 war. 

Two rival Kurdish groups have 
controlled northern Iraq ever since 
April 1991, when the US and its 
allies declared a “no-fly zone" 
over Iraqi territory north of the 
36th parallel. The Kurdish “safe 
haven” is protected by US, British 
and Turkish warplanes stationed 
at a NATO airbase in southern 
Turkey. 

Ja‘al Talabaiu. the leader of the 
Kurdish factions that control 
S u layman i yah. accused the Iraqi 
leader in a recent interview of 
“systematically deporting and 
murdering Kurds in Iraq." He ^ 
he raised the issue with US 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright earlier this year. 

The Kurdish leader was refer¬ 
ring to his trip to Washington in 
September, when he signed a 
peace agreement with his arch- 
rival, Massoud Barzani, endine 
four years of factional fjghtin® 
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SO far, Saddam has ignored 
repeated UN warnings to stop the 
deportations, which also target 
Assyrian Christian Arabs and eth¬ 
nic Turks known as Turcomens. 

Mustafa Ziya. the president of a 
coalition of Turcomen parties in 
Iraq, said around 5,000 deported 
Turcomens were currently living 
in what he described as “subhu¬ 
man conditions in northern Iraq." 

He said at least 20,000 others had 
made their way illegally to Europe 
over the past seven years to flee 
persecution by the Baghdad 
regime. 

In a speech to the UN General 
Assembly last month, Max van A 
der Steel, the UN official respon- H 
sible for monitoring the human * 
ngbts situation in Iraq, srnd that 
ov «r 150,000 persons of 
Kurdish origin have been evicted 
*rom the oil-rich . region of 
this is 1 the continuation 
ot a Jong-running policy to change 
tne ethnic composition of the oil- 
nch region and thereby secure its 
w ^lth for the regime." 

“Eviction of families from 
Kirkuk is a daily phenomenon -at 
the present time," he said. 

Sadi Pira. the Kurdish minister 
for humanitarian affairs in the 
region that Talabani controls, said 
172 expelled families had arrri 
*? Sulaymaniyah alone in the 
six months. 

Iraq Kurdish officials complain 
that the UN has done little to help 
out with the deportees. 

“We have to rely mainly on oar 
own resources to help these peo- 
ple, Pira said. “And that’s nek 
saying very much at all." - : 

(Los Angeles Times) 
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ARTS&ENTERTAINMENT 


Macho toys send up the horror movie 


Movie Review. 



By Adina Hoffman 


SMALL SOLDIERS 
★★★★ 

Directed by Joe Dante. Screenplay by Gavin 
Aidam Ritkm, Ted Efliott and TtrrV 
Hebrew title: BayoUat Ketotum. 
English dialogue, Hebrew subtitles. 


With Kirsten Dnnst, Gregory S mith, 
Jay Mohr, Phil Hartman and the voic¬ 
es of Tommy Lee Jones. Frank 
LangeDa, Ernest Borgnine, 
Christopher Guest 


Vis the season for top-ten 
lists, and while my own 
Best Movies of 1998 ros¬ 
ter was already booked solid as of 
about mid-December, the high 
quality of the movies I've seen this 
last week has mucked things up 
considerably, and led me to 
expand my account of the year's 
most interesting, thoughtful or 
pleasurable pictures to a most 
unSfientific dozen-plus. 

Now. in addition to Life is 
Beautiful , Boogie Nights , 771c 
Apple, Muktn, The Sweet Hereafter. 
Jackie Brown, Day After Day, Wag 
the Dog, Hana-Bi, Washington 
Square and the first 20 minutes of 
Saving Private Ryan (with honor¬ 
able-mention nods going to Love 
and . Death on Long Island and 
Welcome to SarajevoX. I'd add John 
ftarifenheirner’s taut action thriller 
Ronin and ■ Small Soldiers, Joe 
Dante's gleefully macabre and ter¬ 
rifically innovative send-up of, 
among other things, corporate 
greed, the military-industrial com¬ 
plex, and contemporary America's 
warped toy-buying culture. 

Although it was released some 
rime ago in the United States, 
rite's horror-movie spoof seems 
in many ways the ultimate, sub¬ 
versive holiday-shopping season 
movie, an anti-Furby blow-out par 
excellence.-The film's madcap 


premise revolves around the deci¬ 
sion by a huge conglomerate 
called Globotecb to produce a line 
of action figures that are powered 
by a highly sophisticated micro¬ 
processor chip - a chip originally 
developed by the company for use 
in munitions. 

Programmed to kill, the muscu¬ 
lar squadron of Commando Elite 
toys set off on a campaign of bru¬ 
tal destruction, bursting almost 
instantly from their boxes and lit¬ 
erally blasting away anything in 
their path. Their stated goo] is to 
wipe out the Gorgons, another line 
of Globotech toys who are also 
fueled by fancy chips but who are 
much milder, and geekier, in their 
demeanor. Like all Dame's films, 
the movie takes satirical shape as 
an energetic showdown of Us vs. 
Them sorts, and introduces us to 
Aflan (Gregory Smith), a slightly 
awkward, sensitive teenager, and 
his confident neighbor. Christy 
(Kirsten Dnnst), who join forces 
with the Gorgon misfits (whose 
goofy voices belong to Frank 
Lange 11a, Christopher Guest, 
Michael McKean and Harry 
Shearer, the latter three of This Is 
Spinal Tap fame) in their battle 
against the violent, extra-macho 
Commando Elite. 

(Their tough talk comes from 
Tommy Lee Jones, Bruce Dem 
and, in an inspired twist, a quartet 
of Dirty Dozen veterans. Ernest 
Boignine, Jim Brown, George 
Kennedy and Clint Walker). 

The movie works first of all as a 
darkly comic entertainment, and 
one that's all the livelier for the 
vital, integrated use that Dante and 
his experienced team of anima¬ 
tors, Jed by the prize-winning 
designer Stan Winston, make of 
the puppets. These dolls move in a 
believably stiff way - for once the 
plasticity appearance of the com¬ 
puter imagery fits the story - and 
there's always something startling 
and new going on in the comer of 
the frame, especially once the 
sweetly mutant Goigons (direct 
descendants of Dante’s playful 
Gremlins, as well as a host of 
other screen monsters) enter the 
picture. One has a single. It Came 
from Outer Space-styled globe of 
an eye for a head, another is a son 
of gentle, damaged Frankenstein, 
yet another quips at a manic rate 
and -spins •• frantically, always.. 

.•v •• • .-i 
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The Globotech executives of "Small Soldiers' plan their marketing campaign. 


changing form... 

Later, the going gets much more 
ghoulish, as Christy's Barbie-esque 
Gwendy dolls are summoned as 
replacements and become twisted - 
and genuinely disturbing - muta¬ 
tions of the airhead girl-doll stereo¬ 
type. tittering in a weird, incessant 
way fin voices that belong to 
Christina Ricci and Sarah Michelle 
Gellar) about the prom, boys, their 
nails, hair, and diets, even as they 
launch a..yicious physical; attack 


against poor Christy: "Now WE get 
to play with YOU!", they cackle, 
climbing over her like speed-freak 
Lilliputians. 

All of this is very funny, though 
at a deeper level, of course, Dante 
is also working out a fairly 
scathing critique of the way 
extreme brutality has been pack¬ 
aged by wily capitalists to seem an 
acceptable - indeed, almost an 
essential - aspect of modem child¬ 
hood: When the- snakelike owner. 


of Globotech. Gil Mars (Denis 
Leary), is scheming how best to 
market the deadly new product to 
the vulnerable, underage masses, 
he suggests: “Don't call it vio¬ 
lence, call it action!" Meanwhile, 
the notion that these tiny robotic 
killers and the children who buy 
them are “just playing" comes to 
seem increasingly grotesque. 

1 loved Small Soldiers [ITAL¬ 
ICS] but must point out a fairly 
pressing problem - less with.the 


movie than with, ironically 
enough, its packaging. 

Despite the fact that its stars are 
kids and action figures, this is not 
really a film for children. The film 
fared poorly in the United States, 
both financially and critically, and 
I'd warrant that miscategorization 
was the reason: those expecting 
the clean-cut fun of a Toy Story 
were understandably put off. 
Which is not to say that younger 
people,.won't like Dante's film. 


There’s so much frenzied motion 
and, well, high-spirited violence at 
play, I have no doubt that they’ll 
be tickled. Superficially at least, 
the movie looks a lot like the very 
kiddie flicks and games that the 
director is lampooning. 

But parents, at least, should 
stand wanted: this is a parody 
whose ironic point could easily 
backfire. Jl might be better to leave 
(he kids with a babysitter and go 
see Small Soldiers yourselves. 
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Max Stem’s music debuts with the IPO 


Czech these singers out 


Kurd; 


n Zainan 


By MICHAEL AJZEHSTAPT 

M ax Stem will be part of 
the main event at the 
Mann Auditorium next 
Sunday. He has been writing 
music reviews for this paper for 
’lore than a decade. But, on that 
.feeing, the Israel Philharmonic 
<J*i±esira will perform his work 
Arise, Shine, marking Stem's 
debut as a composer with Israel's 
leading orchestra. 

Contemporary music in general 
and Israeli contemporary music 
in particular are not the IPO’s 
regular fare. But the orchestra 
does present the occasional 
Israeli work, perhaps to dis¬ 
charge some perceived obligation 
to society. 

Even so. Stem is not the com¬ 
poser one would usually associ- 
. ate with the IPO and the 51-year- 
3* old American-born composer, 
who makes his home in 
Beersheba, owns himself sur¬ 
prised when the offer was made. 

“A while ago l presented a trio 
of mine with'members of the CPO 
at the Upper Hall in Beit Lessin, 
and the musicians enjoyed my 
piece very much,” he recalls. 

“After a while; I suddenly get a 
call from Arthur Post [the IPO’s 
associate conductor]. He told me 
they wanted to play a work of 
mine." 

After several discussions with 
Post, who will conduct the con¬ 
cert, the decision was made to 
perform the final movement from 
Stem’s 1975 Symphoniae. But as 
it would be presented indepen¬ 
dently, Stern changed its title 
from the original Ascent to A rise, 
Shinei 

■' V “1 changed the movement a lit- 
■. «* tie bit and renamed it and it 
makes perfect sense indepen¬ 
dently as well. It still has the 
original idea of moving from 
darkness to light. 

“It is like a prophecy which 
comes from nowhere and ends in 
. \ nowhere. It comes out of a'dark 
and gloomy introduction and 
goes through antagonistic themes 
before it breaks into light” 

STERN^ married to the Israeli- 
born ;Zif[a, with whom he has 
three' children, lectures about 
music and is involved with a lor 
of religious activities. Yet his 
..^hil^jood; was as remote from 
. ; jnusic. and Judaism as one can 
imagine: 

Bom add raised in VaJley 
Stream, N«v York, Stern recalls 
no mufic around his bouse at all. 
“There wasn’t even a record 
- player around. 

“But when I went to junior high 

my: teacher-needed someone to 
,1,1! *1__* _1__ 


my parents did not encourage me 
at all and would not buy me an 
instrument to play on, so I could 
afford to play only on instru¬ 
ments that the school would give 
me." After the tuba, he moved to 
the double bass. 

Stern began composing early 
on. 

“I wrote for my instrument and 
for the people around me and we 
used to play that music," he says. 
Stern continued playing the bass 
at high school. 

“1 played everything from 
musical theater to big band and 
jazz bands and everything you 
could, think of. At this time I also 
started playing in the New York 
Youth Orchestra." 

And that led to his studies at 
the Eastman School of Music. 

*T had no background in com¬ 
position but I always wrote 
things. I was happy they accepted 
me to study composition but it 
was very difficult for me at the 
beginning. Suddenly I discovered 
modern music from the second 
Viennese school through 
Stravinsky and Bartok. It was a 
big struggle for me to find ray 
own personal idiom within this 
wealth of music I suddenly dis¬ 
covered."’ 

After graduating from 
Eastman, Stern started his 
advanced composition studies in 
Yale but “it was very intellectual 
there which I didn't care for a 
lot." 

Jt was the time of the Vietnam 
War, and Stern was “searching 
for a different mentality." 

He found it in Hungary, of all 
places, where he joined a few 
musicians who were teaching the 
Kodaly system. 

“I studied solfege and peda¬ 
gogy and methodology and it was 
all very interesting, but after a 
while I left it, as I got too 



Composer Max Stern 

involved and I felt that the 
system was too rigid and 
that I was losing my composi¬ 
tional [skills]." 

DURING those years Stem made 
a five-week tour of Israel. 

“I probably saw more of the 
country back then than ever 
since," he says. 

When he was invited in 1976 to 
join the Jerusalem Symphony 
Orchestra as a bass player, be 
accepted - even though he had 
refused a similar offer the previ¬ 
ous year. 

Once here. Stem began study¬ 
ing Judaism; much of his free 
time between his concerts . in 
Jerusalem were spent at various 
yeshivot. 

“I wanted to study what is a 
Jew and what is Jewish music" 
he says. Although he has become 
Observant, “I do not even know if 
I am religious," he says. 

“I discovered that religion and 
Judaism were totally different for 
me and people like me who came 
from abroad than for Israelis. I 
found that religion was sorae- 


“Noteneff 

times” 
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thing cold and totalitarian here 
and that was quite a shock for 
me." 

But he composed numerous 
works based on Jewish themes, 
like Balaam and the Ass, 
Bereshir, Hanna's Song of 
Praise, Ha’azinu. Jacob 
Struggling with the Angel and 
many others, works that clearly 
bear his very specific musical 
imprint ranging from avant- 
garde music to music that derives 
from very obvious Jewish 
sources. 

Many of his works have won 
prizes and Stern has presented 
them at conferences and semi¬ 
nars all over the wor/d. His basic 
goal, he says, is to “synthesize 
the aesthetics of Judaism in clas¬ 
sical music.” 

Arthur Post leads the IPO in 
Max Stem’s Arise, Shine as well 
as music by Sibelius and 
Mendelssohn, next Sunday and 
Monday at the Mann Auditorium 
in Tel Aviv at 8:30 p.m. 


By MICHAEL AJZEHSTAPT 

I n 19S7, David Eben, son of 
renowned Czech composer 
Peter Eben, founded the Schola 
Gregoriana Pragensis. a 10-mem¬ 
ber vocal ensemble specializing in 
Czech Gregorian music. 

In its early days, the group 
played only at religious services 
but in 1989 it expanded its musical 
scope. 

Prasensis began to participate in 
musical seminars and started 
recording its rather extensive and 
unknown repertoire for radio and 
television alike. The next stage of 
the ensemble's development was 
recording on commercial CDs and 
singing concerts in its homeiand 
and all over the world. 

The music performed by this 
first-rate ensemble, whose 
singing is pure and evocative, is 
above all Bohemian plainchant 
from the Middle Ages as well as 
Gregorian chant from the ninth to 
the 11th centuries and occasion¬ 
ally newly discovered works 
composed between the 13th and 


15th centuries. 

When one listens to the discs of 
this very finely tuned ensemble, 
one is never sure whether these 
are 10 first-rate musicians focus¬ 
ing on the exceptional delivery of 
a contemplative and, at times, 
mesmerizing repertoire or a 
group of monks praying in their 
monastery with total and sincere 
devotion. 

A critic for Le Monde put it most 
aptly, saying that their interpreta¬ 
tion ^pays heed to the delicate bal¬ 
ance between the intemality of the 
monastic chants and their musico- 
logically erudite concert presenta¬ 
tion" and complements their 
“handling of the melodic line 
which is conducted with great 
ease and freedom.’’ 

IN an era in which early-music 
ensembles flood the market, many 
competing for the same audience 
and performing identical reper¬ 
toires, the Schola Gregoriana 
Pragensis is a rather unusual 
ensemble because Us rich and 
beguiling repertoire is not per¬ 


formed by anyone else and 
because its performance floats 
magically between the mind and 
the soul. 

The ensemble makes its local 
debut this week, with a special 
New Year’s Eve concert at the 
Maronite Church in Jaffa 
(Thursday at 8:30 p.m.). On 
January 1, it performs at the 
Musica Sacra Festival in Nazareth 
(2:30 p.ra.), on January 2 it 
appears in Em Hashofet (10:30 
a.m .1 and Karmiel (8:30 p.m.). On 
January 5, it appears at the House 
of Grace Church in Haifa (8:30 
pjn.) and the tour ends on January 
9 at the Augusta Victoria Church 
on Mt. Scopus, Jerusalem (11:30 
a.m.). 

Music lovers should not miss the 
opportunity to savor the perfor¬ 
mances and make sure to purchase 
some of their CDs after the con¬ 
cert. This is really a once-m-a-life- 
time opportunity to delve deep 
into the rich tapestry of Bohemian 
early ecclesiastical music and 
reveal musical terrains never 
before encountered. 
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Rami Baruch, 

Keren Mor, Tiki Dayan 

Tuesday, December 29,1998, 
at 8:30 p.m. 

A comedy of errors that takes place in a town in 
southern Israel, whose officials are all corrupt. The 
members of the local council mistakenly believe that 
a small-time crook who has turned up in their town is 
actually there on behalf of the State Comptroller. 
Fearful of their own fate and desperately anxious to 
please the "comptroller", the local leaders fawn on 
him and try in every possible way to curry his favor. 
The women, blinded by the fashionable scent he brings 
from the large city, flirt with him and respond to his 
attentions. Against the backdrop of the impersonator- 
comptrollers uoast about his influence with top-ranking 
figures in government and his personal connection 
vwth all the country's "who's who," Israeli provincialism 
and the norms of behavior of local and central 
government are exposed. 
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Out of tune 


T he lame-duck 14th Knesset has apparently 
been struck by a case of nostalgia for the 
bad old days of Bolshevik-like govern¬ 
ment dictation of cultural expressions and con¬ 
trol of the airwaves. Otherwise, there is no ratio¬ 
nal explanation for the Knesset's passage last 
Tuesday of a law requiring radio stations to 
maintain a strict quota of 50 percent Hebrew- 
language songs in their broadcasting fare. This 
is a law that is at one and the same time anti¬ 
democratic, heavy-handed, and clumsy, crying 
out for public disapproval. 

Indeed, if it were not for the fact that the 
Knesset last week also voted on a slightly more 
spectacular bill dissolving itself, the so-called 
“Hebrew Song Law” would undoubtedly have 
by now attracted more attention and protest than 
it has. The main impulse which prompted the 
framers of the new law was clearly expressed by 
sponsor MK Yona Yahav (LaborL who stated 
that the law’s purpose is "to preserve original 
Israeli culture and protect it from the trend of 
Americanization.” Yahav and the other MKs 
who voted with him fear that without the protec¬ 
tion of fortified walls in the form of laws such as 
the Song Law, the Hebrew language and culture 
will be doomed to disintegrate in the face of an 
unceasing onslaught by the language in which 
this newspaper is written. 

This is an anxiety that is not limited to Israel. 
The extent to which cultural and popular expres¬ 
sions - in everything ranging from philosophical 
musings to the slang used in low-budget films - 
throughout the world are dominated by the 
Angjo-American culture is so commonplace that 
most of us no longer even step back to note how 
astoundingly pervasive it is. Concerned nation¬ 
alists from France and Germany to Latin 
American and African dictatorships have for a 
long time now tried just about every possible 
method to fight “the Anglo-American cultural 
imperialism” - and with yery limited success. 
Even the business and academic communities in 
France, perhaps the (..nation: which most con¬ 
sciously and conspicuously manned the barri¬ 
cades against the English cultural onslaught, 
have in recent years given up and accepted the 
fact that they need to speak English to get 
around in the world today. 

There is something sad in a world whose 
multi-faceted cultural and lingual mosaic gives 
way to a bland homogenization. As writers such 
as Jared Diamond have pointed out, individual 
languages - and their cultures - are disappearing 
throughout the globe at such a rapid rate that 
they warrant being placed on the "endangered 
species” lists alongside whales and bald eagles. 
A world in which one will eventually be unable 
to tell Kuala Lumpur from Chicago would be a 
poor one indeed. 


Hebrew, the tongue which gave the world so 
much, including the best-selling book of all time 
- the Bible - and the very concept of a phonetic 
alphabet is surely worthy of being preserved for 
generations to come, to love and treasure the 
rich culture to which we are heirs. To come to 
the defense of Hebrew, however by passing 
laws forcing people to listen or speak the lan¬ 
guage. is to do the wrong the thing for quite a 
number of reasons. 

For one thing, Hebrew has proven itself far 
more resilient than the Hebrew Song Law gives 
it credit for, as Hebrew speakers watched 
empires come and go over literally millennia. 
The idea of a single, universally common lan¬ 
guage was not invented by English speakers in 
this century. At various times and places that 
role was played by Aramaic, Greek. Latin, and 
Arabic, to name just a few. The Hebrew culture 
managed to absorb the best those cultures had to 
offer, while fiercely maintaining its indepen¬ 
dence and unique character. A language that 
even 2,000 years of exile did not manage to kill 
off is unlikely to be done in by a few pop songs 
on local radio stations. 

If anything, Hebrew in recent times has been 
so vibrant and strong that it is the envy of others 
who come to Israel to learn the secret of its suc¬ 
cess. Words which in other nations have been 
imported directly from foreign sources -- such 
as, say, "passport,” “taxi,” or "computer soft¬ 
ware” - are in Israel embraced by die general 
populace in their Hebrew equivalents with 
incredible ease. Hebrew e-mail programs have 
been eagerly adopted by the software market¬ 
place. Hebrew has even been accused by some 
of being "imperialistic" in its own small sphere 
of influence - just witness the number of 
Palestinians who are completely fluent in it or 
consider the Hebrew courses merchants and 
hoteliers voluntarily sign-up for in Turkey. 

Finally, passing a law which increases govern¬ 
ment interference in establishing the content of 
broadcasts runs counter to all of the positive lib¬ 
eralization trends of recent years, and such a law 
has no place in a modem democracy. Nor is it 
likely to be productive in the long run - people 
have a well known tendency to resist what they 
are ordered to do from above. There are numer¬ 
ous creative and positive steps that can be taken 
to promote the Hebrew culture, such as support¬ 
ing local artistic expressions, be it in film or 
composition, or ensuring a that a strong and free 
local telecommunications infrastructure exists to 
make it easier for those producing Hebrew cul¬ 
tural expressions to get their messages heard. 
But attempting to force the use of the language 
by legislation is to take a counterproductive step 
backwards using methods that should long ago 
have disappeared from the world. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


COURAGEOUS STAND 


GENERAL POLITICS 


Sir, - Perhaps I've been remiss. 
When l read Jonathan 
Rosenbium’s touching column 
"Confessions of a Haredi Dad” 
(December 11». I knew there 
would be some angry letters in 
response, but it never occurred to 
me that no letters would appear in 
support of what he wrote. 
Otherwise. I would have written 
before now. 

Asher Cailingold writes that “we 
do not buy your argument that this 
country needs thousands of young 
men to ‘protect’ it by studying 
Torah full-time." Who is "we," Mr. 
Cailingold? 

I am a Jew. Not a haredi Jew, 
but an Orthodox Jew who recog¬ 
nizes that the Torah is the raison 
d’etre of the Jewish people, and 
has been for all our history. I 
value those who leam full-time, 
and I believe that they are a vital 
part of our defense. 

Cailingold accuses Rosenblum 
of whining when he speaks of the 
problems faced by Torah Jews 
who serve in the IDF. But the 
IDF, like the State of Israel itself, 
is built on Western values: not 
Jewish ones. Throughout our his¬ 
tory, we have done what was nec¬ 
essary to protect our children 
from being indoctrinated by for¬ 
eign cultures- 

Would Cailingold speak as 
harshly of the many Jews who 
did what they could - up and 
including outright fraud - to keep 
their children out of the Russian 


army? Tragically, there is a vast 
gulf between Jewish culture and 
Israeli culture, and I am happy to 
see that there are Jews who place 
their Jewish identity first. 

Have there been abuses of 
yeshiva exemptions? Are there 
those who have taken those 
exemptions and gone to work, 
rather than to learn? Quite possi¬ 
bly. But generalizing to an entire 
population is unjustified, and not 
far from demagoguery. 

Kudos to Rosenblum for taking 
the stand he has. 


USA UEL 


Efrai. 


WHY THE FUSS? 


Sir. - What was all the fuss 
about concerning the taboo to des¬ 
ecrate the Ramadan period during 
Desert Fox? 

After all, the Arab govern¬ 
ments of Egypt and Syria inten¬ 
tionally and deliberately started 
the 1973 war on Yom Kippur, 
trying to exploit in a calculated 
manner the fact that on this holi¬ 
est of holidays. Israel would be 
an easy prey for the outlash of 
their armies. 

Where was the international out¬ 
cry then at this outrageous initia¬ 
tive and procedure? 


Sir. - I thought a genera! or a 
civil servant had to undergo a peri¬ 
od of about 100 days between 
leaving the army or the civil ser¬ 
vice and entering politics. 

Not so many years ago, a retired 
general who had then moved on to 
head the police had to leave the 
force in disgrace because he was 
approached by a politician to 
stand, on his retirement from the 
police, for a mayoral position. 

The same principle does not 
seem to apply to former chief of 
staff Amnon Lipkin-Shahak who. 
according to media reports, has 
met with politicians over the last 
few weeks yet only became a 
civilian at the end of last week! 
Could this be because his political 
views are known and are. above 
all. to the Viking of the media? 

Maybe we should have a law 
that generals need to be civilians 
for at least one year before enter¬ 
ing politics and that they have to 
serve one full term as a Knesset 
member before being eligible to 
be elected prime minister. 

That would ensure that the gener¬ 
als would devote their full attention 
to the army and its needs rather than 
use their position as a political spring 
board. This perhaps would also 
reduce the number oF "mistakes” 
and “errors” for which non-commis¬ 
sioned or junior officers are pun¬ 
ished while the big boys go free. 


Holon. 


ULU SCHAEFER 


Jerusalem. 


EMANUEL FISCHER 


FROM OUR ARCHIVES ■■■■■■■ 

65 years ago: On December 
28, 1933, The Palestine Post 
reported on the festive opening 
of the light industrial zone of 
Emek Zevulun in the Bay of 
Haifa. Contracts had been 
signed by 40 industrialists plan¬ 
ning to open their factories 
there. 

50 years ago: On December 28, 
1948. The Palestine Post reported 
that the IDF was continuing to 
clear the Negev, forcing the 
remaining Egyptian forces to 
retreat behind the international 
border. 

The first new Israeli identity 
cards were issued in Jerusalem. 

25 years ago: On December 28, 
1973, The Jerusalem Post reported 
on the continuous Egyptian viola¬ 
tions of the cease-fire. An Israeli 
soldier was killed near Suez. 
Disengagement discussions contin¬ 
ued between Israeli and Egyptian 
military delegations in Geneva. 

Alexander Zvielli 


In need of repair 


Dry Bones 


YOSEF GOELL 


L ast Monday’s Knesset vote for 
early elections, which turned 
the political system into a 
chaotic maelstrom, was accompa¬ 
nied by two other political moves: 
the passage on first reading of the 
Beil in-Landau bill for the abolition 
of die direct election of the prime 
minister, and the collusion between 
Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu and Shas leader Ary eh 
Deri in a failed last-minute attempt 
to call for a government of national 
unity as an alternative to early elec¬ 
tions. 

It is for from certain that the bill 
for the abolition of direct elections 
mil survive to its second and third 
readings. Its adoption by a narrow 
majority reflects the disappointment 
in the two major parties with the 
results of the direct elections law. 
which was adopted - also by a nar¬ 
row majority - in 1992, but only 
implemented in the 1996 elections. 
A good pan of that disappoim- 


tem could only appeal to people 
who have erased their memories of 
the corruption and breakdown of 
that earlier system in its final throes. 

The main thing missing in the 
implementation of die direct elec¬ 
tion system was the adoption of a 
second-stage reform of the manner 
in which the Knesset is elected, and 
the forging of a new constitutional 
relationship between the directly 
elected prime minister and execu¬ 
tive branch and the Knesset. 

It is clear that no progress can be 
made in this direction during the 
heat of an election campaign, but 
one major corrective can be adopted 
in the remaining months before the 
elections. Arresting the further frag¬ 
mentation of .the Knesset into a 
plethora of splinter parties can be 
brought about primarily by a raising 
of the threshold for entry into the 
Knesset from the present i 5 percent 
to something like 5%. In fact, such a 
step would be much more effective 
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Raising the threshold for entry 
into the Knesset would be much more 
effective than rescinding the 
direct election of the prime minister 



ment stems from the unfortunate 
character of Netanyahu, the first 
prime minister elected under the 
new system, who while woefully 
misruling the country in both 
domestic and foreign affairs has also 
succeeded m gutting his own Likud 
and in undermining the workings of 
a good part of the political system. 

The other source of that disap¬ 
pointment is the fragmentation of 
the party system as a result of the 
new law’s encouragement of split- 
ticket voting for small and miniscule 
parties at the expense of the major 
ruling parties, alongside the vote for 
a prime minister. It is well to 
remember, however, that most of the 
Likud and Labor MKs who voted to 
rescind the direct elections law - the 
compromise called for its imple¬ 
mentations only in the elections of 
2003 - had opposed direct elections 
in 1992 and ever since. Their solu¬ 
tion of rearming to our previous sys- 


than the rescinding of the direct 
elections of the prime minister. 


A 5% THRESHOLD would reduce 
the number of parties in the Knesset 
to a maximum of six or seven. Ii 
would wipe our AgudaiYisrael, The 
Third Way, Tsomet. David Levy’s 
Gesher, Moledet, and the separate 
Arab parties, and would scotch 
attempts to set up additional of 
Russian immigrant parties. It would 
not disenfranchise voters from these 
sectors, but it would force die politi¬ 
cos who have established these sec¬ 
toral lists to enter into larger coali¬ 
tions or cease to exist. 

Talk of "national unitv“ is appar¬ 
ently an Israeli mantra that is the 
equivalent of the American ''moth¬ 
erhood” and “apple-pie" - the 
"family values” shriek has appar¬ 
ently been irrevocably sullied by 
the number of outed Republican 
adulterers who were wont to wrap 


themselves in its folds. The very 
idea, however, is basically inimi¬ 
cal to the workings of the democ¬ 
ratic parliamentary system. 

It is essential at any time that it be 
as clear as possible who is running 
the country and in what direction, 
and who is challenging the democ¬ 
ratically elected rulers, seeking to 
replace them in the future. Being out 
of power is understandably frustrat¬ 
ing. but the opposition plays an 
essential role in a democracy such 
as ours. It should not be vitiated by 
a false, wall-to-wall national unity. 

What is needed is a much broader 
political support than mere one- or 
two-vote happenstance majorities - 
often bought by corrupt concessions 
- for major policies, such as the 
diplomatic process with the 
Palestinians, the future of the Golan 
Heights in negotiations with the 
Syrians, the basic guidelines tor a 
secular-religious modus vivendi to 
replace the defunct status quo. and 


others. This can be achieved by the 
equivalent of the safety net which 
Labor offered Netanyahu in support 
of the Wye agreements and their 
implementation- It did not require 
the wholesale cooption of Labor 
into Netanyahu’s Right-Religi*> 
coalition. r 

What we need to make our system 
work are accomplished and credible 
prime ministers and party leaders 
who are good at forging shifting ad 
hoc parliamentary majorities in sup¬ 
port of different policies. But what is 
needed above all are prime ministers 
who are sufficiently honest to make 
such working relationships possible. 

We were unfortunate in being 
dealt a self-destructive, media-whiz, 
trickster for our first directly elected 
prime minister. Which is no reason 
to throw out the system together 
with its destroyer. The desirable 
direction should be to throw out 
Bibi. the Big Disappointment and 
to go on to repair the system. 


A united Jerusalem? 


T he refrain of "Jerusalem uni¬ 
fied. never to be redivided” is 
chanted reflexivdy and 
almost universally by Israeli politi¬ 
cians - particularly as elections 
approach. Does it accord with the 
experience of history, the reality of 
the present, or reasonable expecta¬ 
tion for the future? 

The Jewish presence in the Holy 
Land may, as we are often told, have 
remained continuous between the 
end of the second Jewish 
Commonwealth and the rise of 
Zionism. Howsoever that may be in 
Palestine as a whole, the evidence in 
the case of Jerusalem is insubstantial. 

According to Moshe Gil Jews 
were forbidden even to enter the city 
throughout the periods of Roman and 
Byzantine rule. The earliest commu¬ 
nity records of the Jews in Jerusalem 
(as distinct from documents about 
Jews in the city] date from no earlier 
than the I8fo century. As Jacob 
Bamai has noted, the lock of material 
reflects a lack of organic continuity. 

In the nineteenth century the 
Jewish population of Jerusalem grew 
rapidly. This had little to do with 
Zionism. Much of the dynamism of 
Jewish construction in the nascent 
"new city” came from the anti- 
Zionist old Yishuv, and even modem 
Jewish elements here derived their 
inspiration less from Here! than from 
overwhelming demographic pres¬ 
sure on the Old Gty’s Jewish quarter. 

Early Zionist attitudes towards 
Jerusalem were generally hostile. 
Jerusalem was seen as a fortress of 
conservatism, unproductiveness, 
and obscurantist religiosity. 


BERNARD WASSERSTEIN 


Although the Jewish Agency 
established its headquarters in 
Jerusalem in the mandatory peri¬ 
od. few Zionist leaders lived here. 

The idea that Jerusalem was polit¬ 
ically sacrosanct and exempt from 
partition was not official Zionist doc¬ 
trine before 1948 - or even after. 
Significantly, one of the earliest 
instances on which the concept of 
partition appeared in Zionist think¬ 
ing was in relation to the city. In 
1932. the head of the Jewish Agency 


even seriously discuss making 
Jerusalem the capital until late 1949. 
None of the main organs of govern¬ 
ment except for the Supreme Court, 
moved here until later. 

When the government finally gor 
round to considering the issue, it did 
so in a strangely reactive way and 
with liale forethought. 

On December 9. 1949 the United 
Nations General Assembly reaf¬ 
firmed the plan for an international¬ 
ized city. Two days later, the cabinet 


The city remains as divided as ever - 
and all its inhabitants know it 


Political Department. Haim 
Arlosoroff, proposed the division of 
Jerusalem into two boroughs, one 
Arab, the other Jewish, each with its 
own council. 

In successive partition plans for 
the country as a whole from 1936 to 
1947, the Zionist Organization 
accepted, even itself proposed, maps 
that would have excluded Jerusalem 
from the Jewish state. 


PRIOR to independence, the 
Zionists were by no means clear that 
Jerusalem must be their capital. 
Among various suggested alterna¬ 
tive locations were Ben-Gurion's 
proposal of a Negev settlement and 
Golda Meir s of Mounr Carmel. 

Ze’ev Sharef. first cabinet secre¬ 
tary. recorded that the cabinet did not 


on Ben-Gurion’s initiative, respond¬ 
ed by proclaiming Jerusalem Israel’s 
capital. When foreign minister 
Moshe Sharett who was in New 
York, heard about iL he was so horri¬ 
fied that lie threatened to resign. 
Remarkably, the head of state, Chaim 
Weizmann, would not move his offi¬ 
cial residence to the new capital, pre¬ 
ferring to to remain in RehovoL 
In early 1950, in secret negotia¬ 
tions with King Abdullah, die Israeli 
government demonstrated the limits 
of its devotion to iLs capital by offer¬ 
ing an exdiangc deal that involved 
ceding to Jordan parts of western 
Jerusalem, including Talbiyeh. the 
Greek colony and Baka. Until 1967, 
Jordan and Israel remained united 
against the rest of the world in their 
readiness to partition Jerusalem. 


- •> ■y.:. •' . • , 

Since. 1967 Israel has purported to 
. “reunify'’ Jerusalem and has sought 
tb ihcrease the Jewish proportion”of 
the population. Under Teddy 
Kollek’s mayoralty, these policies 
could claim some limited success. 

But in recent years, by any objec¬ 
tive measure, they have failed miser¬ 
ably. The city remains as divided as 
ever - all its inhabitants know the 
invisible wails that separate its dis¬ 
tricts and communities. The Jewish 
proportion of the population has 
decreased since 1967 - and, as 
immigration declines, looks set to 
enter a downward spiral. ^ 

In spite of three readjustments •£’ 
the municipal boundary, all carefully 
designed to exclude Arab-inhabited 
areas adjacent to the city, nearly one- 
third of the population today is 
Moslem or Christian. In the metro¬ 
politan region of Jerusalem, nearly 
half the population is Arab. This con¬ 
siderable population group has not 
been integrated into Israel politically, 
socially or psychologically. It con¬ 
tinues to see its destiny as bound up 
with that of the Palestinian nation. 

Against this background is it rea¬ 
sonable to exclude the logic of parti¬ 
tionist Zionism from Zion itself? Is a A 
policy of imposed dominance by one ^ 
half of the population over the other a 
recipe for peace in the next decade? 

Should we continue to recite the 
unification mantra forever? Or is it 
more sensible, as in the famous 
Beilin-Abu Mazen ’’Understanding," 
to work towards a solution that seeks 
to reconcile the legitimate aspira¬ 
tions for sovereignty of both its 
major population groups? 


N ot to trivialize freedom, but 
it's kind of like aspirin: good 
for a brood and constantly 
expanding range of conditions. 

You’d expect that freedom would 
be good for political rights and civil 
liberties, for instance. No surprises 
there. Countries with some of it tend 
to get more of it to move from sim¬ 
ple electoral democracy to a richer 
liberal or free democracy with civil 
liberties, the rule of law, checks and 
balances, minority rights, a civil 
society and the resL 
But Freedom House, a 50-year-old 
nonpartisan organization that pro¬ 
duces a respected annual survey of 
how freedom fares around the world, 
now reports that this form of politi¬ 
cal aspirin serves other high purpos¬ 
es as well. Take ethnicity and nation¬ 
alism, widely identified as the twin 
curses of the democratic promise 
that emerged from the Cold War. 

Freedom House, in on upbeat 
report written by its president, 
Adrian Karatnycky, suggests that 
mcmoethnic countries -'defined as 
places where two-thirds of the popu¬ 
lation belong to a single ethnic group 
- are twice as likely to be open and 
democratic as multiethnic ones. 

Of the 88 countries the group 
labels as ‘Tree." folly 66 are 
monoethnic. Among the 117 counted 
electoral democracies. 78 arc 


Freedom: It’s good for you 


STEPHEN S. ROSENFELD 


mcmoethnic and 39 multiethnic. 

Such numbers have led students of 
the recent ethnic conflicts in Africa 
and the Balkans to focus on the 
destructive power of contemporary 
ethnic and notionalist passions. 

Yet says Freedom House, while 
countries are more likely to be free if 
they do not face significant ethnic 
cleavages, there is also "compelling 
evidence” that multiethnic societies 
can preserve a broad array of politi¬ 
cal and civil freedoms. 

These societies include old 
democracies such as Canada, 
Belgium and Switzerland and new 
ones such as Estonia Latvia Mali. 
Namibia and South Africa. Giant 
India's return in 1998 to a Freedom 
House listing of’Tree” suggests to it 
that even in an ethnically charged 
setting, multiethnic societies can 
establish a climate of respect for per¬ 
sonal freedoms. the rule of law and 
the rights of religious and ethnic 
minorities. 


IT is painfully clear that in some 
political settings ethnic appeals 
can undo democratic systems. Yet 
the overall example of those 39 
existing multiethnic electoral 
democracies imliinlrs that ii k 


possible - not ensured but possible 
- to transcend ethnic appeals, to 
avert the disenfranchisement of 
ethnic minorities and to establish 
durable democracies. 

Freedom House reminds us that in 
the 1980s and ‘90s. most successful 
ethnic .struggles fur national self- 
determination and even for nation¬ 
hood have been peaceful, involving 
mass protests and other accepted 
forms of opposition activity. In the 
former Soviet blue, such activism 
contributed to tile downfall of 
oppressive regimes and the creation 
of free states. 

Bui where nationalism has led to 
violence and bloody warfare, anoth¬ 
er factor has often been present irre- 
dentism. In such cases l Bosnia’s 
Serb Republic. Nagorntj-Karabukh. 
Transdniester. Kosovo. Consul 
"what is at work may be support pn> 
vided by an existing slate seeking to 
extend its borders jor influence! 
rather than the aspiration to create a 
new nation-state.” 

A country being invaded or sub¬ 
vened from outside is in a differ¬ 
ent - usually more dangerous - 
situation from one facing an inter¬ 
nal challenge from a group of its 

own rilivpnv 


Granted, the value of freedom or 
the challenge to freedom is not 
always determined by counting up 
examples of this and that category of 
experience. In real life, the success 
ol ideas is measured not just statisti¬ 
cally but intellectually and political¬ 
ly on a broad canvas. Yugoslavia’s 
and Congo’s agonies are notthe less 
for unfolding in only two countries 
otherwise of lesser importance to the 
run of nations. 

Still, it is important for purposes of 
troth, morale and public policy to 
recognize that ethnicity is not always 
the harsh and invincible enemy of 
democracy. 

In a given ethnic conflict, freedom 
may .falter. ^ democracy may also 
provide foe combination of strength 
and flexibility foal enables a state 
under ethnic siege to bend, adapt and 
endure. 

From its conviction of the demon¬ 
strated superiority of the idea of free¬ 
dom, Freedom House concludes foal 
foe best way to tackle "foe successful 
m ent of divisive group con¬ 
flicts is to strengthen democracy. 

Freedom would be a good idea, 
even if it were not useful in.this con¬ 
text. Countries so involved would do 
to take two aspirin and call 
Freedom House in the morning. 
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The Threat of Germ Weapons Is Rising. Fear, Too. 


By WILLIAM J. BROAD 
and JUDITH MILLER 


A MERICAN troops in the Persian Gulf are vacci¬ 
nated against deadly germs. So are Federal 
Bureau of Investigation agents who are probing 
a growing number of biological incidents. So 
are some White House officials. 

Protections against living weapons are new to the 
military and security of the United States, and they 
raise troubling questions. 

Is this prudence or paranoia? Should everyone be 
vaccinated? How real is the threat? Aren’t deadly 
germs nearly impossible for attackers to use without 
hurting themselves? Isn’t this threat just another bogey¬ 
man, like so many before? 

Germ weapons, though around for centuries, have 
played no significant role in modem warfare and terror¬ 
ism. Skeptics point to this history and say that biological 
strikes of any consequence are unlikely. 

But officials in Washington from President Clinton 
on down are taking the issue very seriously, with 
thousands of people and billions of dollars in motion to 
address the germ threat 

"Eventually, this is going to hurt us," said Robert 
M. Blitzer, who recently left the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation after directing its section on domestic 
£ terrorism. "There’s no question in my mind." 

? Moreover, a yearlong inquiry by The New York 
Times revealed trends that suggest the era of germ 
tranquility may indeed be ending: 

Uprooted weapon scientists from Iraq, Russia 
and South Africa are hunting for new jobs and spreading 
germ secrets. 

Radical states with reputations for supporting 
terror, such as Iran and Libya, are seeking germ 
weapons. 

Terrorists, including Osama bin Laden, are in¬ 
creasingly interested in pestilential germs. Some boast 
openly of being able to trill foes with deadly plagues. 

Today, officials in Washington stress that they know 
of no imminent danger, even while acknowledging the 
limitatio ns of intelligence. Most agree that the threat, 
while low, is growing. 

The defenses that Washington is quietly erecting, 
officials say, are akin to the insurance that homeowners 
take out against floods and earthquakes. The odds may 
be small, this argument goes, but precautions are war¬ 
ranted since conditions are changing and damage could 
be great 

R. James Woolsey, Director of Central Intelligence 
from 1993 to 1995, is among the former officials who are 
worried. Germ terrorism, he said in an interview, is "the 
single most dangerous threat to oiir national security in 
the foreseeable future.” 

The Munitions 

Germ weapons can be hard to make and use, 
contrary to myth and claim. It took the United States 
decades to master the art before renouncing such arms 
in 1969. In the early 199Q's, Aum Shinrikyo, a Japanese 
cult, launched at least nine germ attacks in Tokyo that 
were meant to kill millions. But the strikes produced no 
known injuries or deaths. 

Dangerous to the attacker as well as the attacked if 
successful, germ weapons are considered most practi¬ 
cal when used far from the aggressor's homeland; 



intervening land and sea establish what amounts to a 
quarantine. 

The main appeal of such weapons is that they are 
incredibly cheap compared to chemical and atomic 
arms. Yet pound for pound, germ weapons rival nuclear 
ones for maiming and killing, and some biological 
agents are considered superior in that regard; in theory 
they can annihilate many millions of people. 

Clearly, they surpass their nuclear kin as an 
instrument of fright and disruption: Once sown, infec¬ 
tions can spread unpredictably, since they are alive. 
Experts especially worry about smallpox, which is 
highly contagious and seen as particularly dangerous 
since few people are now immunized against its rav¬ 
ages. 

"To say the threat is low is not to minimize its 
potential," said Neil J. Gallagher, assistant director for 
national security at the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


The Supply 

Today, the secrets of germ warfare are increasing¬ 
ly up for grabs as weapon scientists from countries that 
made biological arsenals hunt for new jobs. The nomads 
are from Iraq (starting in 1991 after Persian Gulf war), 
Russia (starting in 1992 after the Soviet collapse) and 
South Africa (starting in 1994 as apartheid fell apart). 
Russia alone has many thousands of former germ 
warriors increasingly cold, poor and hungry. 

Legitimate science also heightens the risk. The 
global war against infectious disease has produced 
more than 1,500 germ banks that tend to trade freely in 
deadly microbes. 

Future strides could make matters even worse. 
Experts agree that research into the genetic foundations 
of life, an approach that promises to cure many dis¬ 
eases, might, in evil hands, one day produce weapons 
that work against only certain races or ethnic groups. 

"It’s difficult but not impossible,” said Dr. Joshua 
Lederberg, a Nobel laureate in biology who advises 
Washington on germ warfare. More unsettling, he add¬ 
ed, is that traditional killers seem to be a growing 
danger right now; he called them “a monster in the 
back yard.” 

The Demand 

Today, at least 17 nations are suspected of having 
or trying to acquire germ weapons. Perhaps they want 
to deter foes. The wild card is that some (Cuba, Iran. 
Iraq, Libya, North Korea, Syria) are also considered 
architects of terrorism. 

Libya worked bard to join the germ dub. In 1994, it 
sought to hire scientists fleeing South Africa's crum¬ 
bling program, including its head. Dr. Wouter B as son. 
That move, officials say, was foiled by diplomatic pres¬ 
sure from Washington and London. 

However, Libya may have succeeded in hiring (or 
perhaps hiding and employing for Baghdad) Dr. Amir 
Medidi, a top scientist of Iraq’s germ effort. United 
Nations inspectors revealed. 

Terrorists themselves seem increasingly drawn to 
germ weapons. 

Osama bin Laden, the renegade Saudi millionaire 
known for his bitter hatred of America, is investigating 
them, American officials say. Whether his work has 
resulted in secret laboratories or usable arms, do one in 
Washington seems to know or is willing to say. 

Continued on Page 12 


Impeachment Republicans, 130 Years Later 


Dueling With the Heirs of Jeff Davis 



By PETER APPLEBOME 


T HE words, spoken by a Mississippi Congress¬ 
man during the peak of the Reagan era, first to a 
gathering of the Sons of Confederate Veterans 
and later to a magazine that extols the virtues of 
the Confederacy, hardly have the sound of mainstream 
politics: 

“I think that a lot of the fundamental principles that 
Jefferson Davis believed in are very important to people 
across the country, and they apply to the Republican 
Party," the Congressman told Southern Partisan maga¬ 
zine in 1984, adding that the Republican agenda "from 
tax policy, to foreign policy, from individual rights to 
neighborhood security are things that Jefferson Davis 
and his people believed in." 

But as the impeachment of President Clinton moves 
inexorably to the Senate, those statements by Trent 
Lott, who is now the majority leader of the Senate, serve 
as a reminder of a striking link between the impeach¬ 
ment of President Bill Clinton and the only other Presi¬ 
dential impeachment, that of Andrew Johnson in 1868. 

Both played out on a sharp regional fault line. For 
President Johnson, the divide reflected the aftermath of 
the Civil War. The issues surrounding Mr. Clinton’s 
statements under oath about his relationship with Moni¬ 
ca S. Lewinsky have nothing to do with North and South, 
but they come at a time when conservative Southerners 
hold virtually all of the Republican leadership positions 
in Congress. Southerners have also been the prime 
advocates of impeachment 

The revulsion over Mr. Clinton’s conduct crosses 
both sides of the aisle, and Southerners have no monop¬ 
oly on the sentiment that if Mr, Clinton lied under oath, 
he should be removed from office. Still, these two cases 
of Presidential impeachment, 130 years apart, show how 
potent the regional political divide can be. 

Last week when Gov. George E, Patakf of New York 
decried the "horrible blunders" of Republicans in Wash¬ 
ington, he was referring, whether consciously or not, to a 
Congressional delegation as dominated by angry South¬ 
erners as the Republicans of Johnson’s era were domi¬ 
nated by vengeful Northerners intent on punishing the 
defeated Sooth through Reconstruction. 

"I’ve been surprised that there’s been so little 
discussion of how much this whole process has been 
driven by the Southernization of the Republican Party," 



Let’s Be Frank 

Why American 
schools still 
teach French. 

By Jacques 
Steinberg 



Something Happened 
Where the 
AIDS virus hid 
for 20 years. 


By Donald G. 
McNeil Jr. 




Now What? 

The full extent of damage to 
Iraq’s military and civil structures 
is not clear. But the information 
from Washington and Baghdad 
suggests that Saddam Hussein is 
still firmly in place. And he has 
left no doubt that he will not let 
United Nations arms inspectors 
back in easily. 4 4 

By Serge Schmemann ■ ■ 


Trent Lott, the Senate Majority Leader, assails the President That’s the Mississippi flag. 
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By LINDA GREENHOUSE 


Washington 

N a media-driven age when image so 
often defines power. Chief Justice Wil¬ 
liam H. Rehnquist is an anomaly: a 
powerful man whose public image is so 
fuzzy he can walk the halls and grounds of 
the Supreme Court, where he has served for 
27 years, without attracting a tourist’s sec¬ 
ond glance. 

There are many imponderables about the 
impeachment trial scheduled to start in the 
Senate some 10 days from now, but at least 
one predictable result: If the trial of Presi¬ 
dent Clinton indeed goes forward as some¬ 
thing more than a brief formality on the way 
to a negotiated resolution, if it becomes the 
century’s final televised sensation, William 
Rehnquist will emerge from the hide-in- 
plain-sight existence of a Supreme Court 
Justice into the glare of the public spotlight 

It is a fascinating prospect, not only be¬ 
cause this 74-year-old amateur historian 
has written a book about two famous Senate 
impeachment trials. “Grand Inquests” 
(William Morrow, 1992). about the trials of 
Justice Samuel Chase in 1805 and President 
Andrew Johnson in 1868 — both of which 
ended in acquittals — is belatedly in de¬ 
mand from people scanning for clues to how 
the Chief Justice would conduct the trial of 
the President. The book, largely anecdotal 
in approach, contains no such clues, al¬ 
though it does display a decided skepticism 
about politically driven impeachment, a cat¬ 
egory that indisputably fits both those 19th- 
century episodes. 

Beyond the coincidental fact of the Chief 
Justice as impeachment specialist, or the 
novel fact of the Chief Justice on display in 
every’ living room, is the intriguing prospect 
of watching a man accustomed to being 
very much in charge of a very controllable 
environment navigate in a realm where 
normal expectations don’t apply. When Mr. 
Rehnquist announces, as he often does when 
the red light at the lawyers’ podium comes 
on, “Counsel, your time has expired,” the 
lawyer stops speaking, sometimes in mid- 
syllable, and sits down. The Chief Justice, 
presiding over an impeachment trial, can be 
overruled on any point, trivial or profound, 
by a vote of 51 senators. 

While the Constitution gives the Senate 
"the sole power to try all impeachments,” 
the trial is an odd amalgam of law and 
politics that would feel distinctly unfamiliar 
to any Federal judge. The 100 jurors, far 
from being a disinterested panel subject to 
challenge for connections to parties in the 
case, have in many instances broken bread 


with the defendant; some are his allies and 
other have made their disapproval clear. 
The Federal Rules of Evidence, under which 
much of the material the House considered 
during its impeachment debate would be 
excluded as hearsay, do not apply. The 
standard of proof — “beyond a reasonable 
doubt” in any real criminal trial — is not 
specified. The Chief Justice may rule on 
questions of evidence and procedure, but at 
the end of the day a majority of the Senate 
has the final word. 

If the trial itself is a curiosity, so is the 
role the Constitution gives the Chief Justice. 
It is not really judicial at alL The Chief 
Justice serves as presiding officer of the 


Senate, a surrogate for the Vice President, 
who presides over any non-Presidential im¬ 
peachment trial but would have a conflict of 
interest when the President is on triaL 
There is no expectation that a Vice Presi¬ 
dent is even a lawyer, let alone a judge. 

Y ET because the language of law 
permeates the proceeding, it may 
be impossible to separate William 
Rehnquist the Chief Justice from 
W illiam Rehnquist the surrogate presiding 
officer. In any event, this is a man accus¬ 
tomed to command, and it is hard to imag¬ 
ine him in the role of potted plant if the 
Senate overrides a procedural ruling that he 
thinks is necessary or important for consis¬ 


tency or regularity. Chief Justice Salmon P. 
Chase, who presided over the only other 
Presidential impeachment trial, that of An¬ 
drew Johnson, threatened more than once to 
walk out if the Senate did not accept an 
evidentiary ruling, and the Senate blinked; 
the trial could not go on without him. 

Another question is which William Rehn¬ 
quist will be an display. There is a segment 
of the public that will forever see him as a 
one-dimensional, law-and-order Nixonian 
(he served as an Assistant Attorney Gen¬ 
eral before his Supreme Court appointment 
in 1971) who embodies many of their con¬ 
cerns about the direction of the Court He is 
a polarizing figure who drew 33 negative 


votes in the Senate after a testy confirma¬ 
tion hearing in 1986. when President Ronald 
Reagan elevated him from Associate to 
Chief Justice. 

Since then Chief Justice Rehnquist has 
not so much modulated Ms conservative 
views as he has stood fast while the entire 
spectrum, political as well as judicial, shift¬ 
ed to the right it is not easy to portray him 
as an extremist when President Clinton 
signed a habeas corpus bill in 1996 that 
adopted the Chief Justice's long-held posi¬ 
tion in favor of cutting back state prisoners' 
access to Federal court 

Although in the courtroom. Chief Justice 
Rehnquist can often appear the stern task 
master, he has a dry wit and avid outside 
interests ranging from poker to art (he 
absented himself from one of President 
Reagan's State of the Union speeches be- 


An impeachment 
expert, he would 
preside, not judge. 

cause it conflicted with a painting class he 
was taking) to Gilbert and Sullivan operet¬ 
tas. A few years ago, he remodeled his basic 
black robe, adding four gold stripes on each 
sleeve to copy the Lord Chancellor’s cos¬ 
tume in a local production of “lolanthe.” In 
addition to three published books of history, 
he is tee author of an unpublished mystery 
novel 

I F his presence is indeed required in the 
Capitol, a few hundred yards across 
First Street from the Supreme Court 
building, it is a near certainty that the 
work of the .Court will go on with little 
disruption. The Chief Justice is a fast writer 
and highly efficient manager of his time and 
others'. Not one to agonize over hard deci¬ 
sions, he takes the view that a second or 
third try rarely adds much of value to tee 
initial assessment of a question or a case. 
The Justices’ weekly closed-door confer¬ 
ences, to discuss new and pending cases, 
move along with dispatch, with conversa¬ 
tion cut quite short and details and disagree¬ 
ments left to be expressed later in writing. 

Three years ago, when tee Chief Justice 
had back surgery and missed a conference, 
tee job of presiding fell to John Paul Ste¬ 
vens, the senior Associate Justice. It was the 
first time in recent memory teat tee confer¬ 
ence lasted through ^mch. 



Speaking Frankly 


Parlez-Vous Frangais? But Why Bother? 


3y JACQUES STEINBERG 


H IGH school teachers are abuzz 
with reports that Latin, long given 
up tor dead, is actually showing a 
pulse. But the more remarkable 
news in language circles may really be teat 
millions of American teen-agers continue to 
study French, despite — and let's be gentle 
about this — the fading significance of 
France and the French language. 

Consider that according to the most re¬ 
cent surveys, nearly 1 out of every 4 Ameri¬ 
can students who learn a foreign language 
in middle school and high school still 
chooses French, a language spoken fluently 
by only about 1 out of every 50 people on the 
planet. Bv contrast. 1 percent of American 
teen-agers study Chinese or Japanese, 
which combined are spoken by 20 percent of 
die world's people. 

This conies as French has effectively 
ceded to English its longtime standing as 
the first language of diplomacy, among oth¬ 
er crowns. So is French being taught out of 
proportion to its role in the family of nations 
and the global economy? 

Richard Brecht thinks so. He is the direc¬ 
tor of a group called tlte National Council of 
Organizations of Less Commonly Taught 
Languages, which represents anyone teach¬ 
ing languages other than English, French, 
Spanish and German. He comes down par¬ 
ticularly hard on French (studied by 22 
percent of teen-agers) and German (6 per¬ 
cent). saying he can think of no good reason 
to push teem on so many American students 
at the expense of Russian or Japanese. 

“The only answer that makes sense, be¬ 
sides die fact that those are the languages 
available, is that they are just so deeply 
embedded in our cultural traditions," said 
Mr. Brecht. “It becomes a cultural argu¬ 
ment. not a logical argument, and that’s not 
an argument’* 

Mr. Brecht, a professor of Russian at tee 
University of Maryland, said it makes sense 
for Americans to know Spanish, which is 
“our second language” and which two out of 
three teen-agers learn. So too the languages 
of Asia and Russia because their actions 
have social and economic consequences for 
the United States. Yet only .3 percent study 
Russian, .17 percent take Cantonese and 
Mandarin and .77 percent Japanese, accord¬ 
ing to the American Council on the Teaching 
of Foreign Languages. 

For the nation's middle and high schools, 
tee reasons for offering French are often 
quite basic. One is tradition: America's love 
affair with French can be traced to 17th- 
century' Southern colonists, whose classical 
education included tee language. Though 
the world may have changed since then, a 
school’s attempt to broaden its language 
palette can be difficult, with the teachers 



Try Chinese or Spanish 

ONLY 2 PERCENT OF THE WORLD’S 
POPULATION SPEAKS FRENCH ... 


BUT IT IS THE SECOND MOST POPULAR 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE WITH AMERICAN 
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 


Mandarin 


Hindi .%i. 


Spanish 
Russian 
Bengali 
‘ Arabic 
Portuguese 
Malay-fndoneslan 
Japanese 
French 
German 
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Spanish 
French. 
German 
Latin 3.5 
Italian 0.9 
Japanese 0.8 
Russian 0.3 
Other 1.6 


’includes people who speak the language as a primary second language; for example, people in 
West Africa who speak French In business. 

Sources Worki Almanac: American Council on Teaching ot Foiogn Lmguagss 
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asd time needed to otter Russian or Chinese 
or Arabic — harder and longer to master 
than French or Spanish — in short supply. 

For the second year, Lake Forest High 
School in Felton, DeL, a small town near 
Dover, is offering Japanese to 10 students. 
But to squeeze it into the curriculum — to 
meet their language requirement roughly 
half the students take Spanish, the other half 
French — the class is given after school, via 
satellite from the University of Georgia. 
The program costs $5,000, and the principal, 
Michael Carr, said that tee district could not 
have afforded it without a Federal grant 

There are, of course, more than a few 
Francophiles who are appalled at any sug¬ 
gestion that tee Importance of French is 
declining. After all, French is necessary for 
translating tee later works of Voltaire, or 
even the earlier works of Celine Dion, a 
French Canadian. And how would one know 
tee difference between coq au vin (chicken 
in wine sauce) and un job coco (a stinker)? 

Defenders of French can be found even in 
traditionally unfriendly places. 

A British official at tee United Nations, 
who insisted an anonymity so he would not 
be seen as a defender of the French, said 
that Fronds can occasionally be useful “If 
you want to impress your girlfriend,” he 
said, "have a bit of French pillow talk.” 

Holding out another olive branch, he add? 
ed, “I don’t think yon should necessarily be 
hard nosed, saying you should only learn a 
language teat is going to further your busi¬ 
ness interests. People need an education to 


be enlightened, and French is part of that” 

But French has limited practicality, he 
conceded. “I have enough trouble In a cab in 
New York," he said. “There, Urdu might be 
helpful” 

Not so for those traveling to Quebec, 
where French is a necessity and tee use of 
English is restricted on signs, or for those 
interested in tee arts. Morgan Aronson, a 
ninth grader at the Fie Ids ton School in tee 
Bronx, is in her third year of French, which 
she believes will help her in becoming a 
ballerina. "The steps teat are done, they 
were named in France, because teat is sort 
of where ballet took hold,” said Morgan, 24. 
“We do little stories in French class. Some¬ 
one was. throwing something and the book 
used tee word jeter. 1 thought, ‘Oh, I know 
what that is.’ ” • 

Amanda Wilder, an 11th grader at the 
Kent School in Litchfield County, Cckul, 
could have chosen German, Spanish, Japa¬ 
nese or Latin. .While most of her classmates 
selected Spanish, she picked French. 

“1 had been told teat French was tee 
language of tee diplomats,” she said, “and 
teat all high-powered people, such as Mad¬ 
eline Albright, spoke it.” 

Yet it is in the area of diplomacy that 
French has suffered some of its bitterest 
losses. While some in France continue to 
swat away Americanized phrases.Tike le 
stress and disque-jockey teat have slipped 
through their borders, delegates of Tormer 
French colonies from Africa and Southeast 
Asia are increasingly choosing to comm uni- _ 


In HoUiston, Mass., a third grader tackles some unfamiliar French words. 


cate in English rather than French at offi¬ 
cial conclaves. 

And at the United Nations in 1996 the 
French lost a very public battle to keep Kofi 
Annan of Ghana from-succeeding Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali as Secretary GeneraL The 
French had objected because Mr. Annan 
speaks French with, well an English accent 
It is perhaps telling that Mr. Boutros- 


Francophonie in Paris, which, he says, is 
seeking to “promote solidarity” among 52 
nations that share French as a first, second 
or, in tee case of Egypt, third language. 

"My mother tongue Is Arabic," Mr. Bou¬ 
tros-Ghali said, “I write in Arabic, dream iu 
Arabic andJiave disputes with my wife in 
Arabic." 

“But among the different languages,” he 
added, “1 believe French has a certain 


Ghali, an Egyptian who speaks excellent 
.French. i s now secretary general of La_jnssht”- ;_ 
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Stalemate Lives On 
After the Bombing 


By SERGE SCHMEMANN 


P RESIDENT CLINTON’S predica¬ 
ment with Iraq is painfully famil¬ 
iar to anyone who was ever a kid 
and tried the line; “If you don't stop 
that. I’m gonna hit you.” Ideally, the adver¬ 
sary backed down. But sometimes he didn’t, 
leaving you no choice but to smack him. And 
then, if he was still at it, you had a problem. 
Either you went at him again, this time for 
keeps, or you backed down. These are 
games Middle Eastern leaders know ex¬ 
ceedingly wen, and play with devilish effect. 

To be sure, that is not how the Adminis¬ 
tration is painting its predicament in the 
wake of the 70-hour bombing of Saddam 
Hussein’s Iraq. In a speech to the National 
Press Club Wednesday, Samuel R. Berger, 
the national security adviser, declared out¬ 
right victory: “For Saddam, 1998 was the 
year to break out of the box he has been in, 
the year to end containment. He has failed." 

Mr. Berger’s logic was that the policy of 
containment rested on four pillars: econom¬ 
ic sanctions, United Nations inspections, the 
credible use of force and “diplomacy to 
sustain an international consensus in pur¬ 
suit of this goal.” When Mr. Hussein tried to 
shake one polar, the inspection system, he 
effectively challenged them alL So if the 
United States failed to respond with force, 
“there would be no deterrence against fu¬ 
ture aggression, because the threat of force 
would no longer be credible." Now, Mr. 
Berger declared, Mr. Hussein bad been 
shown be could not shake off containment 
Therefore, the United States had achieved 
its goal 

Mr. Berger marshaled considerable argu¬ 
ments in support of this contention, from a 
fist of damage done by the bombing, to the 
interesting claim that international sanc¬ 
tions have benefited the Iraqi people, be¬ 
cause under the policy of allowing Iraq to 
trade oil directly for food, the people were 
getting food, and not tanks, for their oil 
The problem with these arguments is that 
the threat of force — like threatening to 
smack a pesky kid, or building a nuclear 
deterrent—works best so long as it remains 
a threat If used, it had best be used 
decisively, or the pest may prove far harder 
to dislodge the next time around. 

The full extent of damage to Mr. Hus¬ 
sein's military and civil structures is not 
■ ►- 
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dear yet, and it is possible that the dictator 
Is reeling from a lucky punch, or that his 
opponents now see more dearly the advan¬ 
tages of an Iraq without Saddam Hussein. 

But the information from Washington and 
Baghdad suggests that Mr. Hussein is still 
firmly in place. As a result, two other pillars 
of the American containment policy—Unit¬ 
ed Nations inspections and international 
consensus — are wobbling. Mr. Hussein has 
left no doubt that he will not let United 
Nations arms inspectors back in easily, 
while the growing resistance from Russia, 
China and, to a lesser degree, France will 
make it harder for America to sustain the 
full range of economic sanctions. 

"Yes, we showed that we were prepared 
to use force, but we didn't show that we 
figured out how to use force as part of a 
larger strategy,” said Richard N. Haass, 
director of foreign policy studies at the 
Brookings Institution. “We haven’t lost 
sanctions, but the 70 hours of strikes dearly 
will lead to a further erosion of support for 
sanctions. I think we can keep the bulk of 
sanctions — the ban on military imports, 
international control on revenues — but 
increasingly Iraq can export whatever it 
wants, and import much of what it wants. 

"So if we add it up, by using force without 
apparent purpose, it’s hard to argue that the 
U.S. has gained over the last two weeks. 
We've lost ground." 



Associated Pres* 


Under Saddam Hussein’s visage, Iraqis did business in a Baghdad.market Wednesday, four days after the latest air strikes stopped. 


T HE mistake, Mr. Haass argued, was 
not in the use of force, in which the 
United States bad no choice, but in 
trying to play It safe in choosing a 
strike limited in time and scope. The short¬ 
term advantage was that by defining a 
limited goal, in this case p unishm ent, the 
Administration was certain of success. The 
very fact of launching a strike achieved the 
stated goaL 

The disadvantage is that the United 
States is now left with a new range of 
problems, all of them unsavory. 

If Mr. Hussein keeps the door closed to 
inspectors from the United Nations Special 
Commission, or Unscom, the United States 
will either have to agree to a different and 
less intrusive form of inspections, or it will 
have to bash Mr. Hussein again. Weakening 
Unscom would almost certainly prompt Mr. 
Hussein to test his new limits. If the United 
States does opt for force, the attack is 
certain to be even less popular than the last 


one, and Washington will be under heavy 
pressure to set more ambitious goals — a 
palpable blow to Iraq’s arms program, or a.^, ■ 
firm agreement from Mr. Hussein to allow 
unconditional inspections, or his fall. 

Next, Russia, China and Fr^nceV support¬ 
ed by much of the-thicd-world, would be 
likely to generate pressure at the United 
Nations Security Council for a loosening of 
sanctions, which Washington is not likely to 
withstand. That, in turn, would tempt Mr. 
Hussein to seek ways of creating more 
friction in the crumbling coalition. 

Conversely, Mr. Hussein also narrows his 
options every time he challenges the United 
States. The fact that he did sot immediately 
take reporters to sites of American bomb 
attacks suggest they must have been effec¬ 
tive. And if Unscom is not allowed to inspect 
suspicious sites, the United States will have 
more incentive, and justification, to bomb 
them. As Mr. Berger put it, Mr. Hussein 
“has learned that what cannot be inspected 
can, in many cases, be destroyed.” 

A second consequence of the raids is that 


the United States has finally begun talking 
openly of ousting Mr. Hussein. In the past, 
the common wisdom was that toppling him 
in the absence of a viable opposition would 
create a dangerous power vacuum in a 
pivotal part of the Middle East, in which 
ethnic and religious factions and neighbor¬ 
ing states would inevitably fall at each 
others’ throats. But as Mr. Hussein resists 
every attempt to curb his ambitions, over¬ 
throwing him may come to be seen as the 
lesser evil. 

I N his address, Mr. Berger conceded that 
air attacks weren’t enough to dislodge 
Mr. Hussein, and that the United States 
was not now prepared to pay the high 
cost of the required military operation d, 
nor of the occupation that would follow. 

Yet die fact that Mr. Hussein can foment 
discord in the Security Council and anti- 
American sentiments in the Arab world has 
not meant that he is making new friends or 
allies. Quite the contrary: All the disputes 
over Mr. Hussein have been about how to 


make him behave, not about the fact of his 
misbehavior, and the consensus among ex¬ 
perts on the Middle East is that leaders the 
world over, from Europe to the Middle East, 
would now breathe a deep sigh of relief if he 
were toppled.. 

So the standoff continues, with the latest 
clash generating only more unknowns. As a 
dictator, Mr. Hussein probably measures 
success in terms of the confrontations he 
has withstood and the democratic leaders 
he has outlasted No doubt be finds it heart¬ 
ening at rimes to tick off the names and 
fates of Western leaders who have chal¬ 
lenged him: George Bush, defeated. Marga¬ 
ret Thatcher, ditto. Francois Mitterrand, 
dead. And now Bill Clinton, impeached. 

But the United States can also find solace 
in precedent “We know from experience 
that when people struggling for freedom 
gain the moral and material support of the 
American people, they usually prevail In the 
end," Mr. Berger declared. “Change will 
come to Iraq, at a time and in a manner that 
we can influence but not predict" 
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said Dan Carter, a historian at 
Emory University in Atlanta. “May¬ 
be it's like the purloined letter: It’s 
sitting there on the shelf right in 
front of you, so you don’t see it" 

R, CLINTON, a South¬ 
erner as Johnson was, 
has his harshest critics 
in his native South, 
where the values that inflame con¬ 
servatives are most intense. A re¬ 
cent New York Times/CBS News 
poll found support for impeachment 
higher in the South than in any other 
part of the country. 

In the Congress that ended with 
the President’s impeachment the 
Republicans in the House bad a 
Speaker, Newt Gingrich, from Geor¬ 
gia; a majority leader, Dick Armey, 
from Texas, and a majority whip, 
Tom DfeLay, from Texas. The Sen¬ 
ate's majority leader, Mr. Lott won 
his-job by defeating the other Sena¬ 
tor from Mississippi, Thad Cochran. 

When Mr. Gingrich stepped down. 
Bob Livingston of Louisiana suc¬ 
ceeded him. Impeachment’s first 
and most vocal proponent has been 
Bob Barr of Georgia, and the possi¬ 
bility of censure was ruled out as an 
option by Mr. DeLay, who stepped 
into the leadership vacuum left by 
Mr. Gingrich’s decision to step 
down. Mr. Livingston has since an¬ 
nounced his own resignation after 
acknowledging a few extramarital 
infidelities. 

The independent counsel, Kenneth 
W. Starr, a Texan, began his tenure 
amid furious controversy when it 
was revealed that Senators Jesse 
Helms and Laucta Faircloth of North 
Carolina met with David Sentelle of 
North Carolina, Mr. Helms's protege 
and the conservative judge who 
heads the appellate panel that ap¬ 
pointed Mr. Starr, before Mr. Starr 
was named. 

The only non-Southern Republican 
who has played a major role in the 
House has been Henry Hyde of Ohio, 
the chairman of the House Judiciary 
Committee. But Mr. Hyde has al¬ 
ways voted like a Southerner, with a 
100 percent rating by the Christian 
Coalition and a legislative career 
most identified with his support of a 
ban on abortion. 

Historians, though, tend to see 
more differences than similarities 
between the two impeachments, 

Mr. Carter of Emory notes that 
Johnson’s Impeachment revolved 
around profound national issues, 
with House Republicans bitterly op¬ 
posing the President’s lenient ap¬ 
proach to the South’s re-entry to the 


Union and his relative indifference 
to the rights of 3.5 million newly 
emancipated blacks. 

"I don't want to denigrate perjury 
as an issue," Mr. Carter saic. "but i 
think you have to keep your eye on 
the triviality of the issues here com¬ 
pared to those of 1868." 

Similarly, Eric Foner, the Colum¬ 
bia University historian, said both 
efforts grew out of deeply held ani¬ 
mus toward the President with im¬ 
peachment a vehicle for much 
broader divisions. But Mr. Johnson’s 
impeachment reflected profound po¬ 
litical differences, he said. Mr. Clin¬ 
ton has largely adopted many of the 
conservative positions of those who 
detest him, Mr. Foner said. And he 
noted that the regional divide now is 
less North and South and more the 
burgeoning suburbs of the South and 
West versus the older areas of the 
Northeast and Midwest 
Mr. Carter said a more revealing 
comparison than Mr. Johnson's im¬ 
peachment was the Democratic 
Party of the 1850’s. "It became so 
totally dominated by Southerners, it 
led the South to disaster," he said. 

Whether that is a risk for Republi¬ 
cans now as they fly in the face of 
public opinion is something many 
politicians are pondering. 

ANY Southerners revel 
in the South’s new-found 
Republicanism. One 7- 
shirt shows die Confed¬ 
erate battle flag in the form of a 
Republican elephant with the words 
“Lincoln’s Worst Nightmare!" The 
back features the flags of the South¬ 
ern states and the words "A States 
Rights Republican Majority From 
Dixie." But other Republicans wor¬ 
ry about appearing too Southern. 
Some see the likely election of Den¬ 
nis Hastert of Illinois as rhe next 
Speaker as an attempt, at least in 
part, to provide more balance for the 
party. 

Of course, regional passions need 
not be faulty ones. Historians gener¬ 
ally think that impeaching Johnson 
may have been a mistake, but the so- 
called radical Republicans were cor¬ 
rect in ttieir outrage over his poli¬ 
cies. Today’s Republicans may be 
proved right for their outrage to¬ 
ward President Clinton as well. 

But whether the current cast of 
Southern Republicans can lead the 
G.OJ 5 . to long-term majority status 
is another question. 

“1 don’t think you can sell the 
Republicans as the parry of Jeffer¬ 
son Davis and have a viable national 
party,” said Merle Black, an Emory 
political scientist 
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AIDS in Africa: 
The Silent Stalker 


By DONALD G. McNEIL Jr. 


Johannesburg 

T HE earliest confirmed case of 
infection with HIV-1, the vims 
that causes most AIDS cases 
around the world, is in a blood 
sample taken from an African man in 
1959, in what was then the Belgian Congo. 

Earlier this year, DJMA. analysts at 
the Aaron Diamond AIDS Research Cen¬ 
ter in New York, comparing that sample 
with others and calculating mutation 
rates, estimated that the killer virus 
came into existence sometime in the late 
1940’s or early 1950’s. 

If that's the case, what happened? 
Where did it go? How could the virus, 
which is now threatening to kill a quarter 
of some African countries, have gone 
virtually unnoticed for 20 years — and 
then emerged in America, decimating 
gay men and hemophiliacs in the late 
70's before starting on a ruthless march 
of conquest around the world? 

Was it a failure of medical detection? 
Racist indifference to Africa by the 
West? Something in the rapidly mutating 
virus itself? 

The short answer is: No one knows for 
sure. But there are pretty good theories. 

The history of the epidemic is a jigsaw 
puzzle of helpful and unhelpful facts, 
disproved former “facts" and a lot of 
nations, both scientific and paranoid. 
Each new fact sweeps big chunks of the 
puzzle onto the floor. 

Making matters worse, it’s probably 
the most geopolitically touchy disease 
since porphyria drove England’s 18th 
century kings mad. It makes the bubonic 
plague look politically correct Everyone 
hates rats and fleas, but AIDS can't be 
discussed without talking about matters 
at the core of human nature, desire or 
habit: sex, blood, homosexuality, heroin- 
shooting, walking skeletons, brain virus¬ 
es, even monkey-eating. 

The most paranoid theory — that the 
disease was created In a United States 
Army germ warfare lab built In Mary¬ 
land in 1977 — was exposed as K.G.B. 
propaganda first published in 1985. This 
latest D.N.A. analysis, performed last 
February, demonstrates that the disease 
long predates the lab. 

Many scientists have long thought that 
the H.I.V. virus came from African mon¬ 
keys. Several varieties of S.I.V. (simian 
imiriiinodeficiency vims) have existed 
harmlessly, probably for thousands of 
years, in green monkeys, mangabeys and 
baboons, but not in Asian or South Ameri¬ 
can monkeys. Monkeys are eaten in the 
central African rain forest, and raw 
monkey brain is said to be a delicacy in 
parts of Zaire, just as it is in Hong Kong. 

The assumption is that the vims 
jumped to humans who had eaten or 
butchered monkeys, or had been bitten 
by monkeys. That could have happened 
any time — or many times — in the last 
10,000 years. It probably happened at 
least three times, because H.I.V.-2, the 
weaker strain prevalent in Guinea-Bis¬ 
sau, Is closely related to the S.L V. in local 
mangabeys. The same is true for H.I.V.- 
O, a rare strain found in Cameroon. 
Neither is genetically close to H.LV.-l, 


S OME TIME in the 198Q’s or 
1970’s, said Dr. Peter Plot, a for¬ 
mer researcher in Zaire who is 
now the executive director of 
UNAIDS in Geneva,' the virus probably 
moved out of Zaire’s rural areas to the 
cities, and then spread from the conti¬ 
nent 

It may have gone to Haiti with the 
French-speaking Haitians who filled up 
Zaire’s civil service after the Belgians 
fled in 1960. It may have gone straight to 
America, perhaps with the Peace Corps. 
It may have gone to Cuba with soldiers 
returning from northern Angola. 

In any case, it ultimately came to 
public attention because it somehow got 
into a population vastly different from 
central Africa’s. The gay communities in 
San Francisco mid New York were small 
and insular. Anal sex and promiscuity 
sped the virus through them. Gay Ameri¬ 
cans were also well educated, well 
served by doctors and well organized in 
a civil rights struggle. When mysterious 
deaths began to hit, they noticed imme¬ 
diately and shouted loudly. Wi thin five 
years of the late 70’s, when fears focused 
on rumors of "gay cancer," the disease 
had a name and its virus had been 
found. Books and TV movies followed. 

Meanwhile, in Africa, AIDS was mak¬ 
ing steady progress, but with less public 
attention. As early as 1981, doctors In 
Paris and Brussels diagnosed it among 
wealthy Zaireans treated In Europe. By 
1983. doctors from the Institute for Tropi¬ 
cal Medicine and the Centers for Disease 
Control were hunting it in Africa. 

As Mirko Grmek’s “History of AIDS" 
(Princeton University Press, 1990) de¬ 
scribes a 1985 conference on African 
AIDS, only a few cases had been con¬ 
firmed in Africa. "Belgian and French 
physicians attending the meeting insist¬ 
ed a true epidemic was under way,” Mr. 
Grmek wrote. “The representatives of 
affected countries took offense and in¬ 
sisted on denying the problem." 

Another quirk: most of the first hard- 
hit countries were Francophone, to which 
the British and American press pay less 
attention. 



Spring Turns * 


the virulent strain that has been wiling 
people from central Africa to San Fran¬ 
cisco to Bangkok. 

But H.LV.-1, didn’t necessarily jump to 
humans as a killer. Some scientists be¬ 
lieve a weak early form was caught by 
European colonists as early as 1900, and 
one scientist blames it lor an outbreak of 
P.CJP. pneumonia, which is associated 
with AIDS, in Danzig, .Germany, in 1939. 
Others are skeptical. 

Somewhere, probably west erf Lake 
Victoria, and sometime, possibly in the 
1940’s, H.LV.-1 mutated inside a human 
host into an attacker of T-cells and rapid 
destroyer of immune systems. 

It must have spread very slowly at 
first, in rural areas. It certainly was not 
killing large numbers of Africans. 

“If the disease had been widespread in 
the 1950’s and 1960’s* there were enough 
experienced clinicians in Africa to have 
noticed something like that going on," 
said Dr. Anne Buv€, an epidemiologist 
with the Institute for Tropical Medicine 
in Antwerp, Belgium. 
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Denis Farrell/Associated Press 


A man critically ill with meningitis, which often strikes AIDS patients, in Malawi. 


Slowly, more facts turned up. A Danish 
surgeon who died in 1977, apparently of 
AIDS, had worked in rural Zaire from 
1972 to 1975. An increase in Kaposi's. 
sarcoma dating to /mid-century was re-' 
called. More aggressive Kaposi’s .hit 
Zambia and Uganda in 1982. 


W HEN researchers traveled 
through remote western 
Uganda in 1985 to study 
“slim disease," which ap¬ 
peared in the early 1980’s, they brought 
new AIDS-test kits, and all 29 "slim” 
victims proved H-LV.-positrve. A 1987 
study by Dr. Piot of 454 blood samples 
frozen after a 1976 Ebola virus outbreak 
in Zaire found five HLLV.-positive ones. 

AIDS migrated out along truck routes, 
hitting hardest in border towns where 
truckers wait for days to clear customs. 
It was also still mutating; — there are 
now 10 subgroups of H.LV.-1, all fatal 


Now a new question is stumping scien¬ 
tists: Why is AIDS hitting eastern and 
southern Africa so much harder than it 
. did tbe area where it originated?-Among 
pregnant women visiting claries in Kin¬ 
shasa, the capital of Congo,. and .nearby 
Yaounde, Cameroon, infection rates 
reached a plateau that was below 10 
percent But in eastern and southern 
African cities from Kampala, Uganda, to 
Richard’s Bay, South Africa, they have 
hit 30 percent and are still rising- 
No one knows why. The virus may 
have mutated. Southern Africans may 
have less resistant genes. There may be 
something in sexual habits, venereal dis¬ 
ease rates, circumcision practices. 

Figuring out exactly where it all start¬ 
ed, some scientists say, is less important 
"People have become pretty pragmat¬ 
ic," Dr. Buve said. “They are asking, ‘Do 
we need to know? Let’s rather look at the 
future.’ 


The Germ Weapon Threat Rises. Fear, Too. 


(Continuedfrom Page 9 

Nasser Asad Al-Tamimi, an Islamic 
radical, has been vocal. Early this year 
Al-Balad, a Jordanian newspaper, quoted 
him as saying that "jihad” had at last 
discovered how to win the holy war — 
lethal germs. 

Disturbingly, growing interest abroad 
is shared by domestic radicals and militia 
groups at home. Catalogues catering to 
them carry ads for such books as “Guide 
to Germ Warfare,” 

Larry Wayne Harris, an Ohioan with a 
history of hate-group affiliations, was ar¬ 
rested in 1995 for having bought plague 
bacteria from a germ bank under false 
pretenses. A registered microbiologist, he 
now says the microbes were strictly for 
defensive purposes. 

“There are groups all over the world 
after this kind of stuff," Mr. Harris said, 
his blue eyes icy. “You’re not going to 
stop germ warfare. The only thing to do is 
defend yourself." 

The Assessment 

Intelligence experts say knowing the 
truth is hard. Spies and satellites are only 
marginally helpful for ferreting out bio¬ 
logical gear as small as kitchen cookware 
that is easy to hide and whose purpose 
can be peaceful (unlike the nuclear arms, 
bombers, ships, missiles and factories 
that dominated the cold war). Even 
hundreds of arms inspectors in Iraq, who 
probed that nation for seven years, ended 
up with as many questions as answers. 

Moreover, the attention focused on 
germ warfare has already helped give 
rise to germ hoaxes, and experts worry 
that serious concern might give way to 
complacency. This year, the Federal Bu¬ 
reau of Investigation is fighting a wave of 
false anthrax threats in letters mailed to 
abortion clinics. 

Federal officials note that Ramzi Ah¬ 
med Yousef, mastermind of the 1993 


World Trade Center blast, which killed six 
people and injured more than 1,000, 
claimed that his goal was to have (me 
tower fall into the other and kill a quarter 
million people — more than died in the 
atomic bombing of Hiroshima. 

A top former official disclosed that Mr. 
Yousef, when arrested in 1995, was found 
to have been studying not only chemical 
but biological weapons. 

John C. Gannon, chairman of the Na¬ 
tional Intelligence Council ol the Central 
Intelligence Agency, last month told a 
Stanford University meeting that the dan¬ 
ger of germ and chemical devastation is 
rising. 

He warned that terrorists and foes with 
such weapons are growing in number and 
that the Increasingly lethal agents they 
are developing "have the potential to 
cause massive casualties.” 

The Response : 

Federal officials are struggling to 
tighten commerce In germs both at home 
and abroad President Clinton himself re¬ 
cently raised the issue at Camp David 
with Fernando Henrique Cardoso, the 
President of Brazil, who has begun a 
program to restrict germ sales. 

In Russia, Washington is expanding co¬ 
operative programs meant to keep for¬ 
mer germ warriors in place doing peace¬ 
ful research. 

In NATO, Washington is arguing that 
the Atlantic alliance should take the lead 
in a global fight to stop terrorists from 
getting or using germ weaponry.. 

Meanwhile, the American military is 
vaccinating all troops against anthrax, 
which causes high fevers and death,..and 
has begun a $322 million program to bufld 
stockpiles of 18 other vaccines, including 
one against smallpox. 

Recently, Congress approved $51 mil¬ 
lion to start building domestic stockpiles 
of medicines and antibiotics, especially 
for police, fire and health workers. 


Physical security at key Federal build¬ 
ings is being enhanced to foil terrorists 
who might try to spread deadly germs 
and chemicals through the air. The steps 
Include ventilation improvements so a 
gentle breeze blows outward whenever a 
door or window Is opened- In theory, this 
so-called positive pressure will automati¬ 
cally sweep away dangerous agents. 

Across tbe country, Federal officials 
are holding seminars in the nation’s top 
120 cities to train emergency personnel 
More broadly, intelligence agencies are 
struggling to monitor terrorists more 
closely. The Federal Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion’s nightmare is talented loners, who 
are difficult to track. 

The Pentagon is weighing whether to 
ask the President to authorize appoint¬ 
ment of a military commander who could 
plan and direct operations to defend the 
continental United States in the event of 
germ, chaos, a step beyond the civil de- 
flfees of the early cold war. No such 
commander's post now exists. 

"Within minutes of an event, people are 


going to turn to us," John J. Ham re, the 
deputy Secretary of Defease, told a meet¬ 
ing of military officials in explaining the 
need for homeland defense. “It could get 
crazy very fast.” 

To date, there has been little public 
debate over die risks and benefits of such 
actions, partly because the many respons¬ 
es to the germ threat have been both 
quiet, to avoid frightening Americans, and 
piecemeal. 

But that may change as echoes of bomb 
shelters start to reverberate and as Wash¬ 
ington scans the horizon to better judge 
the danger in the years and decades 
ahead. 

Tension is sure to rise between the need 
for protection and “rights to privacy, 
something that we hold very dear,” De¬ 
fense Secretary William S. Cohen recently 
told the Council on Foreign Relations. 

That kind of friction, he added, will 
force “unpleasant choices" in the near 
future. “We haven’t really faced up to It 
yet." 



In Beijing 


By ELISABETH ROSE NTHAL 

Beijing 

■■^■HREE months ago, Wang Youcai was 

■ optimistic about the prospects of the Ctana 

■ Democratic Party, a fledgling group he hoi 

■ helped to found and hoped to register as Chinas 

first opposition party. “I think the likelihood I'll be re- 
arrested is very small" ho said h* 311 interview^ 

But last week, after swift trials, Mr. Wang, 32, ana 
two other organizers, Xu Wenli and Qin Yang, were 
sentenced to more than a decade each in prison for 
“subverting state power.” And in a speech. President 
Jiang Z emin proclaimed that challenges to Communist 
rule would be “ annihil ated in the early stages." 

The surprising thing is that all this came at the Kid 
of a year when China’s rigid political system had 
seemed to be relaxing its grip. So the verdicts sent 
ebullient topes that China was poised for change crash¬ 
ing to the ground — and not just for the dissidents but 
for the many Western leaders who have flocked to 
Beijing in the past year, applauding China for progress 
on human rights and legal reform. 

How had their optimism been so far off base? 
Where their calculations overly simplistic, or terribly 
wrong? 

In fact, many si gns in 1998 suggested that China’s 
leaders were ready for a dose of political reform; 
President Jiang Zemin discussed Tibet and the Tianan¬ 
men massacre with President Clinton during an hour 
of live television. China said it would sign the Interna¬ 
tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Chinese 
officials played host to Mary Robinson, the United 
Nations High Commissioner on Human Rights. 

But in their optimism, many people overestimated 
the significance of such events, overlooking the obvi¬ 
ous: That china re mains a ooeputy state, with the 
rule of the Communist Party written into its Constitu¬ 
tion. 

“These were all important steps, tot I think they 
were misinterpreted by dissidents and by many in the 
outside world," said Andrew Nathan, a professor of 
political science at Colombia University in New York. 
“They decided that initiations for change could come 
from outside rather than inside the Communist Party. 
But that was never true.” 

Still the Clinton visit in June seemed remarkably 
open, and dissidents like Mr. Wang thought that the 
time was ripe to propose an alternative party. A few 
months later, initial attempts, to register the party in 
two provinces were not immediately squashed. So the 
members felt further emboldened. 

In fact the china Democratic Party never even 
came close to registering —- no closer than hearing 
from a few local officials "that If its 'Members could 
show, things like air.official meefingpl^ce and a lisjfdf 
.members, they were*free to turn Id an application, ‘ 

But for activists who had previously landed in jail 
for their democratic leanings, it seemed like progress, 
even though no one knew for sure just why China’s 
leaders had turned cordial Was it all a show for the 
West, and particularly for Ms. Robinson, whose visit 
was just weeks away? Or was there genuine debate 
about political reform among die top leadership? The 
optimists chose to act on tbe chance that the opening 
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:on in 1997. 


In Hong Kong, a protest of Xu Wenli’s arrest 


was reaL 

“Especially around August and September there 
seemed to be a thaw," said Chen Zhonghe, a Democrat¬ 
ic Party member in Wuhan. “And some had the belief 
that Jiang Zemin might offer a different approach. That 
turned out to be an illusion." 

Foreign governments and visiting dignitaries 
tuned in to the liberalizing Signals as well, and they too 
found their hopes raised. Journalists proclaimed a 
Beijing spring. Lawyers from England, Germany and 
the UrUted States came to assist China’s much 
publicized quest for “rule of law." 

But many of these Westerners have little experi¬ 
ence to China. And they have not spent much time with 
the older generation of men who run China. Followine 
thmr own democratic interests, they have focused 
instead on the younger, more progressive, often We-st 
era-trained officials and acadentiS West ~ 

P ^i S - IDE 2I£ LINT i )N met ^ homeowners. 
Hillary Rodham Clinton visited a ground¬ 
breaking women’s legal aid center. It waseSLy 
'ea.ve wxth optimistic impressions. Now the 
trials are reminders that, although China is undoubted- 
^moving toward a bit more opStesTuie 
not necessarily toward Western demoilrjy 
western lawyrers who recently took nart in 
wheelinglaw forums here said they were shockedti^t 
the jhssidents were not even accorded lawW 0 ? 0 ™ 
trials, as are guaranteed by Chinese 
lot about C hin a moving towards 'mu t" , h6kr a 
tend to conflate W ^ h we 

tem,” said Sharon Horn, a lawSyrfLL?^ t ? ,arty ^ 
CUna at the City aam^S KJSfcSwE* °“ 
they go hand in hand hm rorK - We assume 

of law in^TraSSL* Rule 
and modernization When nn«h econom * c development 

not SS 5 ST M shove - * 

mcre'S i ?Sy?“!?lS r « best, for 

that will cauwb^ndaJte^ *^, e . Dough fe ™«nt 
slowly expanded outw^M ”„ p ?rS :aI to be 

consulting professS^^ ^ Lubman ’ a 

SchooL “The Chinese Law 

indicated how much loss has never 
l °ss oi control it will tolerate." 
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Sticker Shock: The Euro Exposes Uneven Pricing 


By EDMUND L. ANDREWS 

Kronberg, Germany 

K LAUS GOSSENS built his ca¬ 
reer by thinking more like a 
■ European than a German As 
head of European trade manage¬ 
ment at Braun A.G., he has nurtured 
one of Europe’s best-known brand 
names for such household gadgets as 
coffee makers, spice grinders and 
electric shavers. 

So, as most of Europe takes a huge 
step toward unity by introducing its 
new single currency, the euro, why is 
Mr. Gossens worried? 

His problem is prices. A Braun 
Flex Integral shaver sells for about 
$90 in Spain, $103 in the Netherlands, 
$118 in Germany and $124 in France. 
There are similar variations for 
countless other products: Chanel 
perfume, Volkswagen sedans, Levi’s 
jeans, even Bayer aspirin. And 
French or German consumers are 
not the only ones who pay more. 
Europe’s biggest retailers them¬ 
selves often pay their suppliers dif¬ 
ferent prices in different countries. 

“Until now, buyers tolerated those 
differences,” Mr. Gossens said in a 
recent interview at Braun headquar¬ 
ters here, north of Frankfurt. “But 
they aren't tolerating them anymore. 
We are entering a situation where 
everything is very transparent If I 
am a buyer and I don’t get satisfac¬ 
tory answers about prices. I’ll go off 
to another company.” 

That may sound like Economics 
101, but until recently Europeans 
have been fighting it Though the 
European Union abolished most 
trade barriers among member coun¬ 
tries years ago, European retail 
markets remain stubbornly balkan- 
ized. 

Now, as 11 countries prepare to 
start using the euro as their common 
currency on Friday, the crazy-quilt 
system has become a battleground. 
By eliminating the fig leaf of differ¬ 
ent currencies, the euro should theo¬ 
retically make it much easier to 
compare prices and to pounce on 
discrepancies... It is also likely to give 
a new boost to cross-border transac¬ 
tions within Europe, because it will 
eliminate exchange-rate fluctuations 
and the cost of hedging ag ains t them. 

Though the new bills and coins will 
not begin circulating until 2002, tbe 
euro is already quite real. The par¬ 
ticipating countries — Germany, 
France, Italy, Belgium, the Nether¬ 
lands, Luxembourg, Austria, Spain, 
Portugal, Ireland and Finland — will 
permanently; lock jtafr. exchange 
rates to the euro on New Year's Evfe;. 
and surrender their control over ' 
monetary policy to the new Euro¬ 
pean Central Bank. 

Indeed, some stores have begun 
posting prices in euros and plan to 
start accepting euros on credit card 
purchases as early as Jan. 4. Banks 
are required to let their customers 
keep their accounts in either euros or 
the local currency, and all interbank 
transfers will be cleared in euros. 

Big industrial companies like 
DaimlerChryster and Siemens are 
converting their own books and prod¬ 
ding their suppliers to deal in euros 
as quickly as possible. 

All this is accelerating a revolution 
in prices that began when the Euro¬ 
pean Union essentially abolished 
trade barriers among member coun¬ 
tries earlier in this decade. 

Big retailers Uke Carrefour Group 
in France and Metro A.G. of Germa¬ 



Sc6phara Gaoftef/Edttlag, for Tbe New York Tlstt 


1PSI11S111I1 


An advertisement in a window at Commerzbank in Frankfurt, above, 
takes a fatalistic attitude: “The euro will do it; the euro won’t” Shops at 
a Lederc hypermarket near Paris, top, post prices in two currencies. 


ny are beefing up their computer 
systems to catch suppliers’ pricing 
discrepancies. Car companies, al¬ 
ready struggling with overcapacity 
and brutal competition, are grudg¬ 
ingly bringing prices into closer 
alignment from country to country. 
Computer manufacturers, generat¬ 
ing more sales through the border¬ 
less Internet are doing the same. 

Still, those who expect Adam 
Smith’s invisible hand to eliminate 
the incongruity — and to do so swift¬ 
ly — are likely to be disappointed. 
European prices are rooted in big 
social and institutional differences 
that companies have learned to re¬ 
spect 

Buying power, for example, is 
much weaker in Spain and Portugal, 
where personal incomes are about 25 
percent lower than tbe European av¬ 
erage. Aspirin is more expensive in 
Germany in part because laws 
aimed at protecting small pharma¬ 
cies prohibit supermarkets from 
selling it Groceries are expensive in 
Paris; the city has prohibited high- 
volhme “hypermarkets” within its 
boundaries.-Sales taxes and luxury 
taxes' also vary, despite years of ef¬ 
forts to harmonize them. 

With so many variables, there are 
no simple patterns in the price differ¬ 
ences. A recent survey by Test- 
Achats, a consumer research associ¬ 
ation in Brussels, found that Italy 
had the lowest prices for Swatch 
watches but among the highest for 
Lacoste polo shirts. 

"I think the euro will bring lower 
prices over all, but that the price 
differences will be more or less the 
ones we have right now,” said St6- 
phane Douchy. a market analyst at 
Test-Achats. 

With the euro, “there will be great¬ 
er price transparency,” added Har- 
ald Miinzberg, a retail industry ex¬ 
pert at Gemini Consulting in Bad 
Homburg, Germany. Still, he said, it 
will remain “relatively difficult to 
figure out prices." 


“There are many different prices 
for many different products,” he 
added. “There are discounts, adver¬ 
tising allowances, rebates. All of that 
leads to different pricing." 

For people like Mr. Gossens of 
Braun, which is owned by the Gillette 
Corporation, it also adds up to big 
struggles ahead. 

“Our customers are coming to us 
and saying, ‘We want to pay the 
lowest prices possible, 1 M he said. 
“But what is that? Is pricing what 
you have in your price list? Is it the 
price after you deduct bonuses and 
conditions? What are you really com¬ 
paring across countries?” 

Sharpening Their Pencils 

The customers Mr. Gossens has in 
mind are people like Vincent de 
Meaux, who coordinates euro plan¬ 
ning at Carrefour Group, Europe's 
closest answer to Wal-Mart. Based in 
Paris, the company owns nearly 200 
hypermarkets in Europe — most of 
them in France — and 100 more in 
Asia and Latin America. 

Mr. de Meaiix is looking forward to 
the euro era, in .which "he expects’ 
retailers to grab more influence over 
pricing from the hands of their sup¬ 
pliers. “The market dynamics have 
existed for several years already,” 
he said in a recent interview in Paris. 
“But this will make more pressure 
on suppliers; that is obvious. It’s not 
going to happen overnight on Jan. 1. 
It will take a few years. But it will be 
a big change.” 

Like Wal-Mart, Carrefour sells ev¬ 
erything from fresh fish to personal 
computers, relying on huge volume 
to eke profits from small margins. 
With total sales this year of about $32 
billion, it competes ferociously on 
price and puts constant pressure on 
suppliers. 

It is not alone. Metro AG. of Ger¬ 
many is now the world’s second- 
biggest retailer, behind only Wal- 
Mart, operating everything from 
warehouse and department stores to 



A clock in Frankfort is counting the days, hours, minutes and seconds 
until the debut of the euro on Friday. On top is the official euro sign. 


cash-and-carry grocery outlets. Indi- 
tex SA of Spain owns clothing, stores 
in much of Europe as well as Latin 
America and Asia. 

Yet Europe’s incongruities are 
sufficiently confounding — and so 
deeply seated — that even these gi¬ 
ant retailers can hardly expect to 
call all the shots. 

For one thing, European consum¬ 
ers have widely varying tastes, 
which means that identical goods are 
not sold everywhere and that com¬ 
parison-pricing across borders can 
be tricky. Italians like big, “family¬ 
sized”. bottles of shampoo, for jn-. 
stance, while Treirch families prefer." 
"smaller bottles: tailored to individ¬ 
uals: Nestle has scores bf variations 
on the formula for Nescafe, to take 
account of regional coffee-drinking 
preferences from Italy to Scandina¬ 
via 

National regulations add to the 
complexity. French retailing, for ex¬ 
ample, is unique in Europe, because 
stores are prohibited from charging 
more for products than they show on 
their own invoices. Instead, retailers 
earn their profits by negotiating with 
suppliers to obtain rebates and other 
payments for promotional services. 
The money works out about the 
same, but the practice makes inter¬ 
national comparisons far more com¬ 
plicated. 

Different countries also have very 
different retailing systems, some 
more efficient than others. High-vol¬ 
ume hypermarkets have a strong 
presence in France and Spain, but 


Germany has a high proportion of 
smaller specialty stores. 

On top of all this are logistical 
rigidities that are tbe modern trac¬ 
ings of hundreds or thousands of 
years of national divisions on the 
Continent “Carrefour can’t just say, 
'Well, I'll buy all my Coke from Spain 
because it’s cheaper,’ ” Mr. de 
Meaux said. “If you need to supply 
130 stores in France, you can’t 
change all your suppliers every lime 
someone offers a lower price.” 

A Maze of Cyberprfices 

Price ^comparisons can even be 
difficult'on the Internet where na¬ 
tional ^borders cain'be jumped with a 
few clicks of the mouse. 

Consider the experience of Dell 
Computer, which now sells about $2 
million worth of personal computer 
equipment a day in western Europe 
over the World Wtde Web. 

“We were in a chicken-and-egg 
situation," said Jan Gesmar-Larsen, 
president of Dell's subsidiary for Eu¬ 
rope. the Mideast and Africa. “We 
have been using the Web to push all 
our sales. But as you go on the Net 
it’s very easy to call up pages coun¬ 
try by country. It’s very easy for a 
skilled customer to make compari¬ 
sons between pricing." 

Mr. Larsen said Dell could not 
hope to charge different national 
prices when it began marketing over 
the Web in 1996. But even though 
prices were equalized, consumers 
were nudged in different directions 


by means of separate home pages 
for almost every country, in its own 
language. 

As a result, comparing prices is 
anything but simple. Customers who 
Jog onto tbe German page find that 
the baseline home computer , is a 
modest machine that ,costs about 
2,895 marks, or $1,754. lire prices and 
complexity go up from there. Those 
who log onto the Spanish page are led 
to an entirely different series of com¬ 
puters. This list starts with a model 
that sells at 347,000 pesetas, or $2,443, 
and from there tbe prices and com¬ 
plexity go down — ultimately below 
the cheapest German packages. 

Those differences are a reflection 
of very different markets. German 
consumers remain among tbe 
wealthiest in Europe, yet they are 
used to price wars on computers and 
are anxious about the economy's 
slow growth. Spanish consumers are 
much poorer, on average, but eco¬ 
nomic growth is booming and busi¬ 
nesses are spending heavily on 
equipment of all types. 

Dell says that its pricing policies 
are reasonable and that the euro will 
be good for business. “We think what 
it will do is encourage more visibility 
on prices, and that will encourage 
people to go to our Web site," said 
James Reed, the company’s director 
of European programs. “We look on 
this as an opportunity and not a 
risk." 

Round Up or Round Down? 

The advent of the new currency is 
forcing merchants and their suppli¬ 
ers to battle over some of tbe hoari¬ 
est traditions of pricing. 

As in the United States. European 
stores try to make products lode 
cheaper by posting prices just below 
a round number — for example, sell¬ 
ing shoes in Germany for 99.99 
marks instead of 100. 

But in euros, that price would be 
more like 51.51. And that raises the 
question of whether to round the euro 
price up (to 51-99) or down (to 50.99). 
Collectively, such choices will add up 
to billions of euros tbat will be borne 
either by consumers or someone else 
along the supply chain. 

Political leaders have already be¬ 
gun warning stores not to make con¬ 
sumers pay by rounding such prices 
up, and most experts don’t think con¬ 
sumers would accept the Increases, 
anyhow. But suppliers and retailers 
do not want to absorb price declines, 
and neither is ceding much ground. 

“Retailers already have enough 
clout to make their views prevail,” 
said Mr, Gossens of .Brainy echoing a 
widespread fear among consumer- 
goods companies. “It will be tough.” 

Particularly so, because tbe euro 
arrives at a time when European 
prices are already under downward 
pressure. 

Across the Continent, inflation is 
below 2 percent a year; it has nearly 
evaporated in Germany, where 
prices rose just seven-tenths of a 
percent over the last year. Thanks to 
fallout from financial crises in Asia 
and Russia, many European exports 
are actually declining in price. 
Though Germany’s economy grew 
about 3 percent in 1998, the Associa¬ 
tion of German Retailers estimates 
that retail sales declined slightly in 
real terms, according to its spokes¬ 
man, Hubertus Pellengahr. 

“It’s just not possible to raise 
prices In this environment," he 
said. 


1998 Was a Year of Splendor, Plunder and Exuberance 


By GRETCHEN MORGENSON 

S IMPLY living through 1998 
proved quite a learning expe¬ 
rience for many investors. 
People who had previously been 
acquainted only with a bull market in 
stocks finally looked a bear market 
in the eye. And those who never paid 
much attention to the bond market. 
learned in late summer that when its 
mysterious wheels grind to a halt, a 
full-blown credit crisis can result. 

Investors also found out why big, 
risky investment pools are called 
hedge funds — because they often 
get clipped. 

What better time than the end of a 
momentous market year to reflect 
on its players, both major and minor, 
and to bask in its priceless moments. 
PARTY ANIMAL OF THE YEAR AWARD 
To Alan Greenspan, the chairman of 
the Federal Reserve and every¬ 
body’s favorite master of the punch 
bowl Who knew that the man who 
cautioned investors about irrational 
exuberance in die stock market in 
1996 would work so hard 3,000 Dow 
points later to keep the party going? 
Mr. Greenspan's three successive in¬ 
terest-rate cuts last fall and explo¬ 
sive increases in the money supply 
meant that investors partied hearty 
late in 1998. 

AMIABLE DUNCE AWARD To William 
Et Gates, chairman of the Microsoft 
Corporation. Before his taped deposi¬ 
tions in the Justice Department’s 
antitrust suit against Microsoft, 
most people assumed tbat the 
world’s richest man bad to be a 
genius. 

But in his testimony Mr. Gates 
displayed an impressive ignorance 
about such business basics as mar¬ 
ket share, and he could not explain : 


what he meant when be wrote an E- 
mail to top aides saying, “Winning 
Internet browser market share is a 
very, very important goal for us.” 

And how smart is it to underesti¬ 
mate die determination of the Fed¬ 
eral Government in full pursuit? Ac¬ 
cording to a witness in the trial, Mr. 
Gates predicted back in 1995 tbat 
“this antitrust thing will blow over.” 

KNEADING OUT THE KINKS AWARD To 
Walter A. Forbes, former chairman 
of the Cendant Corporation. Mr. 
Forbes was chief of CUC Internation¬ 
al, a membership services company 
tbat merged with the franchiser HFS 
to create Cendant in 1997. After the 
merger, auditors found that CUC’s 
numbers had been massaged to cre¬ 
ate profits that, on second look, were 
losses instead. 

Cendant has since restated three 
years of results. In 1997, for example, 
the company turned In a $217 million 
loss, not the $55.5 million profit it had 
initially reported. Mr. Forbes left 
with a $35 million severance pack¬ 
age, saying he had “absolutely no 
knowledge” of the accounting prob¬ 
lems. 

WHAT WAS HE THINKING AWARD To 
Alan Greenberg, chairman of the 
Bear Steams Companies. In Septem¬ 
ber, Mr. Greenberg, who is known as 
Ace, Sent a $10,000 check to the Po¬ 
lice Athletic League, a charity whose 
chairman is Robert M. Morgentbau, 
the District Attorney of Manhattan. 
A simple case of generosity? Maybe. 
But Mr. Morgenthau’s office also 
happens to be deep in an investiga¬ 
tion of the possible role of the Bear 
Steams Clearing Corporation as 
clearing firm for the defunct broker¬ 
age A. R. Baron, described by pros¬ 
ecutors as a criminal enterprise that 
stole $75 million from investors. 

The check was returned. 


ROUND WHEEL AWARD To Albeit J. 
Dunlap, pushed from his post as 
chairman of the Sunbeam Corpora¬ 
tion in June. Mr. Dunlap, known for 
axing thousands of jobs to keep his 
company’s stock price high, learned 
that what goes around sometimes 
comes around. 

Under Mr. Dunlap, author of 
“Mean Business: How I Save Bad 
Companies and Make Good Compa¬ 
nies Great,” the company was found 
to have overstated Sunbeam’s earn¬ 
ings in 1997 by 65 percent, largely by 
selling barbecue grills to retailers in 
December and agreeing to defer bill¬ 
ing on the goods until tbe following 
summer. 

While almost nobody felt sorry for 
Mr. Dunlap, Sunbeam shareholders 
were to be pitied indeed. The compa¬ 
ny’s stock, which traded as high as 
$53 in March, was still skulking 
around at $55625 six months after 
Mr. Dunlap left. 

DEPENDS HOW YOU DEFINE “ONE 
tube" award To the management of 
KeBogg Ino, the cereal giant in Bat¬ 
tle Creek, Mich. For the fourth time 
in four years, the company took a 
“one-time" restructuring charge to 
earnings in 1998 for “streamlining 
operations." The charges this year 
camp to $22 m il l io n. The total 
charged to earnings over the four 
years of one-time charges: $764 mil¬ 
lion, equivalent to one-quarter of Kel¬ 
logg’s net income during the period. 

TIMING 15 EVERYTHING AWARD To the 
top executives of tile Cendant Corpo¬ 
ration. In October, after Cendant 
stock had lost two-thirds of its value, 
falling to a low of $7JO, (see Knead¬ 
ing award above), executives cut the 
exercise price on 26.3 million stock 
options to $9.81. Previously, the op¬ 
tions had prices between $1236 and 
$ 20 . 


The stock has since recovered, giv¬ 
ing the executives an enormous 
windfall but leaving public share¬ 
holders wondering: Where are our 
repriced shares? 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE AS OSTRICH AWARD 
To Jill Barad, chairman of Mattel 
Inc. In a Dec. 14 conference call to 
analysts, she told of a shocking 30 
percent decline in earnings per share 
at the company and a 12 percent 
drop in sales of Barbie merchandise. 
After a great Thanksgiving, Ms. 
Barad explained, retail reorders 
“came to a screeching haft.” Never 
mind that throughout the year, press 
reports had noted weaknesses in the 
Barbie business that Ms. Barad had 
steadfastly denied. The stock fell 27 
percent on her wake-up call. 

PREDICTIONS ARE DANGEROUS AWARD 
To the management of Starwood Ho¬ 
tels and Resorts. On Nov. 11, 1997, 
with Starwood shares trading at 
$55-25, the company ran a full-page 
newspaper ad listing the 12-month 
projections from 10 Wall Street ana¬ 
lysts for Starwood’s stock price. 
Ever optimistic, the analysts reck¬ 
oned that Starwood shares would 
trade between $75 and $83. Twelve 
months later, the stock was just over 
$27. Oh, well Who will remember? 

LET THEM EAT CAKE AWARD TO 
Charles Wang, chairman of Comput¬ 
er Associates. Last May, he received 
12.15 million free shares of stock in 
the company—worth $670 million— 
after the shares rose to $53.33 and 
stayed there for 60 trading days. The 
grant was a reward for three years 
of Mr. Wang’s labor. 

'• Unfortunately for Computer Asso¬ 
ciates’ other shareholders, two 
months after the chairman bagged 
Ms prize, the company announced a 
$675 milli on charge to earnings to 
cover the stock award to Mr. Wang, 


among other things. It also warned 
that revenues and profits would 
probably slow for several quarters, 
thanks to slack demand from Asia. 
The shares slid almost 31 percent in 
response to the news. 
undue DILIGENCE AWARD To Gold¬ 
man, Sachs! The investment bank 
reaped millions in underwriting fees 
on two Russian bond deals peddled to 
customers last June and July. Not 
long after the ink on tbe $7.65 billion 
in bonds was dry, Russia’s banking 
system collapsed, making the bonds 
worthless. The firm earned $56 mil¬ 
lion on the July deal alone. 
BACK-OF-THE-ENVELOPE RESEARCH 

award To Henry M. Blodget, inter¬ 
net stock analyst at Oppenbeimer & 
Company. On Dec. 16, Mr. Blodget 
raised his year-end 1999 price target 
for Amazoo.com from $150 a share to 
$400. That would give the Internet 
darling a market capitalization of 
$21 billion—one-third the value of all 
books sold in the world at retail last 
year. 

Mr. Blodget told Bloomberg News 
that he raised his price target be¬ 
cause Amazon.com had blown 
through the one he had set earlier. 
The day Mr. Blodget made his opti¬ 
mism public to the investing masses, 
Amazon shares jumped 17 percent 
to $289. A week later, the stock was at 
$325. Could a $500 price target be far 
b ehin d? 

ITS NOT ROCKET SCIENCE AWARD TO 
Dumber crunchers at the United 
States Treasury. Earlier this month, 
the Treasury revealed that miscal¬ 
culations meant it had paid Social 
Security and other trust funds $1.4 
billion in extra interest since 1980. 
YEAR'S BEST TRADE AWARD To the 
risk management committee of 
Switzerland’s UBS A.G., the world's 


second-largest bank. UBS wanted so 
desperately to invest in the Long- 
Term Capital Management hedge 
fund that it made personal ioans-to 
the fund’s partners and bought an 
$800 million stake in Long-Term Cap¬ 
ital as part of a complex derivative 
transaction. 

When the teetering hedge fund had 
to be rescued by a consortium of 
Wall Street banks and brokerage 
firms in September, UBS wound up 
writing off its investment. losing $700 
million in the process. The bank’s 
chairman, Mathis Cabiallavetta, and 
three other top executives resigned 
over the disaster. 

A SOW’S EAR IS A SOW’S EAR AWARD 

To executives of the Zapata Corpora¬ 
tion, a fish oil and meat-casing com¬ 
pany in Houston. Hoping to breathe a 
little life into the company's stock, 
Zapata management announced 
plans in July to become “one of the 
largest Internet companies in the 
world.” How? By buying or Investing 
in enough World Wide Web sites so 
that it could compete with estab¬ 
lished search engines like Yahoo and 
Excite. 

Investors snapped up Zapata 
shares on the news, pushing the for¬ 
merly comatose stock from around 
$10 to almost $23. Alas, the Internet 
plans fizzled, the company returned 
to fish oil and the stock fell back to 
earth — until the company an¬ 
nounced last week that Its Internet 
onslaught was back on track. 

PATIENCE IS rTS OWN REWARD AWARD 
To individual investors. Those who 
hung tight through the summer's 
market meltdown — while profes¬ 
sional money managers panicked — 
proved that every once in a while, 
amateurs can beat the pros at then- 
own game. 
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Octuplets: Miracle or Hubris? 


A New Year for Campaign Reform 


' In this holiday season, Americans are feeling 
anything but festive about their politics. But the 
raging debate over President Clinton is only one 
factor in the public’s growing alienation from a 
system more attuned to partisan tactics than the 
general good A separate blow to public faith has 
arisen recently, with the virtual nullification of 
nearly a century of laws seeking to curb campaign 
fund-raising. Last s umm er, the House passed cam¬ 
paign finance reform legislation, only to see it die in 
the Senate As a result, the nation’s two biggest 
political parties have completed their transforma¬ 
tion from representing popular constituencies to 
serving as. fund-raising machines that cater to 
special interests. 

In the election last November, voter turnout 
dropped to the lowest levels since World War II. But 
in the next year, Americans will have a new oppor¬ 
tunity to rescue their political culture from the grip 
of corruption and cynicism. They can press Con¬ 
gress to restore the fund-raising rules guiding cam¬ 
paigns since 1907, when the ban on corporate dona¬ 
tions to Federal elections was enacted In 1947, 
union donations were outlawed. In 1974, after the 
Watergate scandals, strict ceilings were placed on 
donations by rich individuals and political-action 
committees, or PAC’s. Now these laws have all been 
circumvented by the deviously conceived fiction 
that the parties can raise so-called “soft money 1 ’ 
outside Federal regulations, as long as it is ostensi¬ 
bly for the parties, not for candidates, and as long as 
the money is used for “issue ads” that do not use the 
magic words “vote for” or “vote against.” 


The soft-money loophole was first seriously 
exploited in the 1988 campaign. By 1996, Mr. Clinton 
and his Republican rival. Bob Dole, elevated it to a 
high art. The two parties combined raised and spent 
$260 million in soft money that year, and the White. 


chief fund-raiser, Senator Mitch McConnell of Ken¬ 
tucky, to harvest money from gambling interests. 
This year the Senate killed efforts to eliminate 
certain tax breaks for big-time gamblers. 

Tobacco is another industry for which money 
talks. Mr. McConnell has been especially adept at 
harvesting tobacco money and then killing any 
chance of tough legislation that would crack down 
on tobacco products. But there has been a biparti¬ 
san cast to the special-interest game. Republicans 
and Democrats alike favor “privatizing” at least a 
part of Social Security to create independent invest¬ 
ment accounts, offering a bonanza for the financial- 
services industry, which would invest the pension 
money. That industry just happens to be the biggest 
donor to both parties. 

There was a chance this year that these corrupt 
schemes would be ended by a dminis trative action. 
But in an unforgivable dereliction of duty, Attorney 
General Janet Reno failed to pursue the dear 
violation of the letter and spirit of the campaign 
laws. Both Louis Freeh, the F.B.L director, and her 
own handpicked investigator into the election scan¬ 
dals, Charles La Bella, recommended an independ¬ 
ent counsel to investigate the subject She refused. 
In a parallel step, the staff of the Federal Election 
Commission, a semi-autonomous regulatory body, 
determined that the fund-raising by both Mr. Dole 
and Mr. Clinton violated the law. But the six mem¬ 
bers of the commission. Congressional appointees 
beholden to the party power structures, rejected the 
staff condusions earlier this month. 

The paradox is that clear majorities in both the 
Senate and House favor campaign reform. Last 
summer, the House approved legislation sponsored 
by Christopher Shays of Connecticut and Martin 
Meehan of Massachusetts to curb fund-raising ex¬ 
cesses, by a vote of 252 to 179. Hie Shays-Meehan 
bill would have banned soft money and applied all 
existing Federal restrictions tp^party fund-raising 


sums from corporations, rich donors and unions 
were going to the party and therefore were legal. 
But the contributors all knew they were buying 
influence with the Clinton Administration. 

The scariest aspect of the White House fund¬ 
raising was the willingness to have the soft-money 
loophole exploited by foreign interests. Some $3 
million in contributions had to be returned by the 
Democrats because it was found to have originated 
overseas. This month. The Times reported that 
investigators had found a systematic effort by Chi¬ 
na to gain access to technology and perhaps influ¬ 
ence American policies — just as Taiwan and other 
governments have done, by opening their check¬ 
books to lobbyists and other agents — though no link 
to the party contributions was established. In Octo¬ 
ber, a Federal district judge ruled that the ban on 
foreign campaign donations did not apply to soft 
money. If that ruling stands, or Congress does not 
* quickly revise tbe statute to broaden the ban on 
foreign contributions, the soft-money loophole guar¬ 
antees more attempts by foreign and domestic 
interests to corrupt the system. 

Not that the Republicans were blameless. They 
deplored Mr. Clinton’s excesses, but the 1997 Senate 
hearings led by Fred Thompson demonstrated that 
the Republicans also tapped foreign money in 1996. 
~. v The Republicans engaged in their own domestic 
mdhey-Jabiis.es as well. In return for six-figure 
donations,' a ’ ReputjliQaii. ; .soft-money contributor 
could get meetings with Republican Congressional 
leaders and committee chairmen. They apparently 
got the results they wanted Money from oil, gas and 
mining interests led to Republican attempts to open 
up wilderness areas to exploitation and ease laws on 
clean air and clean water In 1997, Trent Lott, the 
Senate majority leader, flew to Las Vegas with his 


tack ads broadcast two months before an election. 
The new House will need to pass it again quickly 
when it convenes in January. Dennis Hastert, the 
Republicans’ apparent choice for Speaker, cannot 
afford to repeat Newt Gingrich's tactics last sum¬ 
mer of trying to bottle up the bill in committee and 
then trying to strangle it with killer amendments on 
the floor. The Congress should also replace the lame 
Federal Election Commission with a serious en¬ 
forcement agency. 


Another outrageous filibuster is sure to be 
mounted in the Senate by Mr. Lott, Mr. McConnell 
and other soft-money addicts. But this time, the 
majority of senators favoring reform ought to have 
enough time to press for the 60 votes necessary to 
demand a vote. The Senate sponsors of reform, John 
McCain of Arizona and Russell Feingold of Wiscon¬ 
sin, have both pledged to push again next year. 

Many ailments, large and small, afflict the 
American political system right now. No one is 
pretending that campaign finance reform, by itself, 
will cure corruption or ease the voters’ cynicism. 
These are not revolutionary changes. What is need¬ 
ed is a restoration of a system that has existed for 
most of modern American history. If the current 
system is not changed, the candidates will likely 
raise and spend between $500 million and $750 
million in unlimited soft-money donations from cor¬ 
porations, unions and rich donors in the next 
two years. Whoever is-elected, the legislative and 
executive branches of Government will be more and 
more beholden tiTthe-forces that give the money. 
That corruption cannot be allowed. Reform can 
happen, if the voters demand it and lawmakers hear 
their plea. 


No Illusions About Iraq 


If Saddam Hussein were not such a recidivist, It 
might be possible to fashion a less confrontational 
approach to restrain Iraq and prevent it from 
producing and using weapons of mass destruction. 
Pressure to ease up is building on the Security 
Council in the wake of the American and British air 
strikes this month. But the dangers of relaxing the 
international grip on Iraq are too great to consider 
the; kinds of changes proposed by France and Rus¬ 
sia, including a lifting of economic sanctions. 

Unhappily, there is no ideal Iraq policy at this 
point The air attacks were a crude though neces¬ 
sary instrument for controlling Baghdad’s weapons 
once it became clear on-site inspections were no 
longer effective. But without further outside inter- 
. vention, Iraq should be able to rebuild weapons and 
missile plants within a year. If inspectors are 
unable to resume work, future military attacks may 
be required to diminish the arsenal again. 

: A purely diplomatic solution would be prefera¬ 
ble, but no one has devised a workable plan for 
dealing with a dictatorial regime in Baghdad bent 
on terrorizing its neighbors as well as its own 
citizens.; It is hard to negotiate with a tyrant who has 
no intention of honoring his commitments and who 
sees nuclear, chemical and biological weapons as 
his country’s salvation. 

The French Foreign Minister, Hubert Vddrine, 
proposes to deal with Saddam Hussein by reward¬ 


ing his belligerence. Mr. Vedrine would dismantle 
the present United Nations inspection program and 
replace it with one more acceptable to Iraq’s 
friends on the Security Council, then lift the embar¬ 
go on Iraqi oil sales. Firing Richard Butler, the chief 
weapons inspector, and allowing Iraq to replenish 
its treasury with billions of dollars in oil revenue, 
sounds more like a strategy for winning France new 
business opportunities in Iraq than for restraining 
Mr. Hussein. Russia would also like to see the 
Security Council Tig hten sanctions. 

Any approach to Iraq that depends on Security 
Council unity is destined to be weak. While Fiance 
seeks trade, Russia hopes to collect money it is 
owed from arms sales to Baghdad a decade ago. 
China is indifferent to Iraqi threats. The United 
States and Britain may soon be left with no choice 
but to veto a move to reduce or lift sanctions, with 
the prospect of enforcing an unpopular oil embargo. 

The Clinton Administration should not paper 
over the difficulties ahead by talking casually about 
finding new leaders for Iraq. The problem of Sad¬ 
dam Hussein is not likely to be fixed by giving 
millions of dollars to disorganized and divided Iraqi 
opposition groups or beaming uncensored radio 
broadcasts into Iraq. There is no painless way to 
deal with Iraq. If there were, Mr. Hussein would not 
have managed to remain in power for 19 years of 
brutal rule. 


To the Editor: 

Re “Too Much of a Good Thing” 
(editorial, Dec. 23): I am the father 
of triplets conceived in 1986 with the 
help of a mild fertility drug My wife 
and I were told by our doctor that use 
of the drug would not result in multi¬ 
ple births. 

My children are lovely, and I adore 
them, but no one should underestt 
mate the emotional stress, hard 
work and financial difficulties that 
even triplets represent No one 
Should believe that the Gove rnment 
or corporations will help out with the 
physical and financial burdens of 
multiple births. 

In reality, social services and fis¬ 
cal policy have not waked up to the 
problem of multiple births. And the 
news programs dio not show the hav¬ 
oc that multiple births play in a 
family for many years. For them, 
multiple births are happy news, not 
the horror stories that to a large 
extent they are. Paul Jones 
D eep River, Canada, Dec. 23,1998 

To the Editor: 

A Dec. 23 editorial suggests that 
multiple births are a mixed blessing 
and that only those couples who 
agree to selective reduction should 
be given aggressive fertility drug 
treatment. 1 agree. 

While hopeful couples are willing 
to use science to get pregnant, many 
then cite “God’s will” , in refusing 
selective reduction to insure the 
health of the multiple fetuses. To me, 
that is an untenable position. 

Moreover, a slippery slope is form¬ 
ing: as medical technology is per¬ 
fected, how far away are we from the 
10- or 12-birth “miracle” — and at 
what price? Lorraine Rowbo 
West Point, N.Y., Dec. 23,1998 

To the Editor: 

The birth of octuplets to a Houston 
couple elucidates a dangerous and 
all-too-common hypocrisy in the ar¬ 
gument against abortion (editorial, 
Dec. 23). 

Those in the anti-abortion camp 
rail against wbat they call an unnatu¬ 
ral intervention of man against 
God’s wilL They call abortion mur¬ 
der. However, when it comes to un¬ 
naturally creating life where none 
would have existed through the use 
of powerful fertility drugs, they call 
it a miracle. 

Multiple-birth parents often hide 
b ehin d their religious convictions to 
justify these pregnancies, no matter 
what the cost to society. Legislation 
should be passed to limit the number 
of births by women taking fertility 
treatments. Roderick Smith 
B oston, Dec 23,1998 

To the Editor : 

Re “Too Much of a Good Thing” 
(editorial. Dec. 23): Although the 
short- and long-term prognosis for 
the survival and health of the octu¬ 
plets is guarded, it is certain that the 
costs associated with the obstetrical 
and pediatric medical care for these 
babies will be millions of dollars. 

Had Nkem Chukwu, the mother of 
the octuplets, been treated with in- 
vitro fertilization instead of fertility 
drugs, a high-order multiple birth 
could have been prevented. It is likely, 
however, that Ms. Chukwu’s insur¬ 
ance did not cover in-vitro fertiliza¬ 
tion. 

Because in-vitro fertilization limits 
the number of embryos replaced at 
one time, the procedure leads to the 
birth of healthier children and allows 
infertile couples to build their fam¬ 
ilies in the most normal way possible. 

Daniel Kenigsberg, m.D. 
Port Jefferson, N.Y., Dec. 23,1998 
The writer is a reproductive endocri¬ 
nologist. 

To the Editor: 

Re “As Octuplets Remain in Peril, 
Ethics Questions Are Raised" (front 
page, Dec. 22): Although I have been 
privileged enough to bear a child, I 
too, have felt the pangs of wanting a 
baby. I have also held the hand of a 


dear friend who was told she could 
not conceive. 

If things had been different, and I 
had been unable to conceive a child 
in my own womb, I would not have 
considered using fertility drugs. With 
so many children in theworld with¬ 
out good homes and families to love 
them, adoption is a practical, and 
loving alternative. Sure, the child 
would not be my own, but haven’t we 
been teaching . each other all along 
that the bonds are just as strong? 

To:get down to it. requires some 
brutal troth : Not everyone can have 
everything he or she wants, and that 
includes children. ABIGAIL MOUAT 
Gainesville, Fla, Dec. 23,1998 

To the Editor: 

Re “Too Much of a Good Thing” 
(editorial, Dec. 23): By precisely 
controlling the number of embryos 
transferred, back to the uterus, in- 
vitro fertilization solves the problem 
of high-order multiple births result¬ 
ing from tiie use of powerful fertility 
drugs. But many insurance compa¬ 
nies refuse to cover the procedure, 
even when they cover other treat¬ 
ments that use fertility drugs. 

Extra embryos can be frozen, and 
later, if another child is desired, 
thawed and transferred, a procedure 
that costs substantially less than a 
single cycle of injectable fertility 
drugs- That, and the higher success 



Sergio Ranter 

rate of in-vitro fertilization as com¬ 
pared with less advanced methods, 
significantly ameliorates the higher 
initial cost of egg extraction and fer¬ 
tilization. Several states mandate 
coverage of in-vitro fertilization; all 
should. Edward B. Horch 

Bridgewater, N.J., Dec. 23,1998 

To the Editor: 

Re “Too Much of a Good Thing” 
(editorial, Dec 23): The birth of oc¬ 
tuplets is a travesty of nature — 
egotistical technology gone berserk. 

It is impossible for a couple to give 
.proper care and attention to eight 
infants and equally impossible for 
those eight premature infants to de¬ 
velop into normal adults. 

The cost, in dollar terms, of keeping 
these fetuses alive is probably in the 
millions. That money would have 
been more productively spent on pre¬ 
ventative medicine. There ought to be 
a law! Robert Hanan, M.D. 

Runaway Bay, Australia 
Dec. 24, 1998 

To the Editor: 

Re “Too Much of a Good Thing” 
(editorial, Dec. 23): 

The octuplets’ birth in Houston 
was hardly providence but a deliber¬ 
ate gamble on the part of tbe parents 
and their doctors. Who sanctioned 
the use of this drug-induced experi¬ 
ment to see how well eight fetuses 
would survive in a womb designed 
for one? 

By refusing selective reduction, 
the parents abdicated responsibility 
to the trill of the same god of chance 
that they tried to thwart with their 
fertility treatments. Now their chil¬ 
dren will suffer for the hubris of their 
parents. Matthew N adler 

New York, Dec. 23,1998 


Respect for All Victims Charity for Nicaragua 


To the Editor: 

As a Jewish woman and a survi¬ 
vor of Auschwitz, I am deeply dis¬ 
turbed by the feud over the crosses 
there (“A Debate Over Honoring 
Poland’s Jews,” letters, Dec. 23). 

Just because the Nazis preferred 
to incinerate more Jews than Ro¬ 
man Catholic Poles does not mean 
that Polish non-Jewish victims do 
not deserve a cross of remembrance 
and place of honor among their fel¬ 
low Jewish victims. 

The Polish inmates felt the icy 
winds of doom just as acutely as I 
did. 

I want to, and must, attest to the 
fact that I was saved by Catholic 
fellow prisoners, at their great per¬ 
sonal risk, in Auschwitz and again in 
Mauthausen, Austria. 

I hope the Polish Government will 
not be pressured to remove these 
symbols of respecL 

Instead of finding bridges to bet¬ 
ter understanding, such mean-spir¬ 
ited bickering cannot help but pro¬ 
mote anti-Semitism. 

Marianne Sann 

New Rochelle, N.Y., Dec. 23,1998 

The Times welcomes letters from 
readers. Letters must include the writ¬ 
er's name, address and telephone 
number. Those selected may be short¬ 
ened for space reasons. Fax letters to 
(212) 556-3622 or send by electronic 
maD. to letters@nytimes.com. or by 
regular moil to Letters to the Editor, 
The New York Times, 229 West 43d 
Street, New Yorfe, N.Y. 10036-3959. 


To the Editor: 

Bob Herbert (“Under the Volca¬ 
no,” column, Dec. 24) certainly helps 
us understand the profound suffer¬ 
ing in Nicaragua and Honduras this 
Christmas, and he courageously 
speaks of the poverty that was al¬ 
ready present before Hurricane 
Mitch made a terrible condition 
worse. 

We play a part in the problem by 
bolding these poor in debtors’ prison 
after playing out our cold-war drar 
mas on their land. Debt forgiveness 
as called for by the World Council of 
Churches is the best be ginning re¬ 
sponse. Debt postponement and 
charity are cheap Christmas guilt 
relievers. Joseph Check 

Chicago, Dec. 24, 1998 
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Clinton Charges 
Test a D emocracy 

To the Editor: 1 „ 

Tom DeLay, the House Republican 
whip, appears tobewedonhis wayto 
becoming this generations Joseph 
McCarthy (front page, pec. 24). Hav¬ 
ing led efforts to depose the Presi¬ 
dent in the House, he is now making 
an unseemly effort to force the Sen¬ 
ate along the same direction with 
unsubstantiated new .charges of 

wrongdoing. . 

As the driving force behind the 
. selection of Dennis Hastert. as heir 
apparent to the House Speak er, M r. 
DeLay has directly influenced two of 

the fop three official positions in the 

United States. _ • 

In the event of President Clinton s 
removal, only Vice President A1 
Gore would stand between one Presir 
- dent toppled by Mr. DeLay and an¬ 
other hand-picked by hint 
Mr. DeLay is testing the concept of 
democracy as never before. The ac¬ 
quiescence of Congressional Repub¬ 
licans to this bald display of power is 
unsettling. John I. Maddox 

Basking Ridge, N.J., Dec. 24,1998 

The Secret Evidence 

To the Editor: - 

Could it be that Representative 
Tom DeLay has a list (front page, 
Dec. 24)? What evidence is secreted 
away in the room that, is so private 
that senators must get special per¬ 
mission from tbe House Judiciary 
Co mmi ttee to examine it? 

Here is a man who has no sense of 
decency if he expects the American 
people to sit still for the removal 
from office of a twice-elected Presi¬ 
dent based on evidence that has nev¬ 
er been, and may never be, presented 
in public. David H. Guston 

Somerset, N.J., Dec. 24,1998 

Try Community Service 

To the Editor: 

There has been much discussion 
regarding the penalty President 
Clinton should pay (news articles, 
Dec. 24). While impeachment seems 
extreme, censure seems insufficient, 
and a fine would simply disappear 
into Government coffers, offering lit¬ 
tle satisfaction to the American peo¬ 
ple. Community service, together 
with censure, would be direct and 
appropriate amends. Carol Loeb 
M onroe, N.Y., Dec. 24.1998 

Exit Strategy . 

To the Editor: 

The forms of censure of President 
Clinton that have been proposed re¬ 
quire that he admit he committed 
perjury (editorial, Dec. 23)/ • — ■ 

, He has refused, and will probably 
continue to do so despite the sugges¬ 
tion of two former Presidents, Ger¬ 
ald Ford and Jimmy Carter (Op-Ed, 
Dec. 21), that his admission not be 
used against him In a criminal pro¬ 
ceeding. 

There must be a way.out.of.this 
impasse. A censure resolution could 
require that Mr. Clinton state that he 
did not tell “the whole truth.” This 
should satisfy those who want tbe 
President to make a damaging ad¬ 
mission about his veracity, but it 
would not subject him to possible 
criminal indictment after he left of¬ 
fice. Raymond J. Horowitz 

New York, Dec. 24, 1998 

Truth and Relativism 

To the Editor: 

Some, like Representative Tom 
DeLay (front page, Dec. 24), see the 
charges against President Clinton as 
a conflict of truth and relativism, but 
they are treading on perilous ideolog¬ 
ical ground. It is in totalitarian re¬ 
gimes, not democracies, that the 
claim of possessing absolute truth is 
most brazenly put forward. 

Supporters of democracy do not 
claim that all truth is relative, but 
rather that no one person or group 
can claim a monopoly of truth. Thus, 
ideally, democracy becomes a mar¬ 
ketplace of ideas, and its political 
institutions an arena for negotiating 
conflicting values and interests. The 
claims of democrats, of whatever par¬ 
ty, ought to be more measured, and 
more modest F. A. Friedrich 
N ew York, Dec, 24,1998 

A Worthy Obsession 

To the Editor: 

Bob Herbert’s assessment of the 
crisis in Nicaragua (“Under the Vol- 
cano,” column, Dec. 24) is insightful. 
Imagine if the United States had 
obsessed about the damage in Nica¬ 
ragua the way it obsessed about 
President Clinton’s private trans¬ 
gressions. Tens of thousands of peo¬ 
ple might have food, clothing and 
shelter, and our relations with Nica¬ 
ragua might have improved a hun¬ 
dredfold. j 0EL Turken 

New York, Dec. 24* 1998 

What Confession Proves 

To the Editor: 

Some people have suggested that if 
President Clinton had confessed to 
the charges against him, he might 
not have been Impeached (news arti¬ 
cle, Dec. 23). If Mr. Clinton had been 
charged with treason or bribery, or 
for that matter, with murder or kid¬ 
napping, would anyone have suggest- 
m that an admission of guilt could 
tilt the vote in his favor? The de¬ 
mand for a purgative confession tac¬ 
itly concedes that the charges 
against the President were not im¬ 
peachable. William H. Johnson 
Y onkers, Dec. 23,1998 
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Our Moments Have All Been Seized 


By Richard Ford 


' ’ . f * ’ ■** New Orleans 

W orrisome 

things are 
happening to 
my sense of 
the now. 
Maybe many 
of us are feeling that way. And maybe 
it has to do with the end of our millen¬ 
nium fast approaching, and the pro¬ 
found implication that someone else’s 
millennium is beginning. But what¬ 
ever the reason, now — by which I 
mean our experience of the present 
moment, that ever-passing, uncertain 
platform upon which we recognize 
ourselves to be alive, and appraise 
bow life seems — that now feels under 
attack. Wittgenstein wrote that he 
who lives in the present lives in eter¬ 
nity. But I’m sure he didn’t have in 
mind a present (or an eternity) like 
this one 

Chiefly, what I’m talking about are 
the ways in which that series of 
present moments we describe collec¬ 
tively as our real lives is made insig¬ 
nificant, made ignoble or forgettable, 
made hellish or made in essence non¬ 
existent by all sorts of forces outside 
our brains, yet forces whose existence 
we may have complicity with. 

Just think about some easy trivial 
examples: those ubiquitous television 
sets in airport waiting areas broad¬ 
casting programs (usually stock mar¬ 
ket reports) we don’t want to see or 
bear; unconscionable numbers of 
messages in our E-mail, all demand¬ 
ing replies; intrusive requests for, or 
reports about, our opinions on issues 
or about other people’s opinions on 
issues we may have no opinion about 
whatsoever; phone calls at the dinner 
hour on the subject of platinum cards 
we don’t own and don’t want. And, of 
course, much more. 

Yes, you can say these are just 
insig nificant annoyances and I'm 
peevish, and the velocity of life and 
change has increased — that ideas 
like dollars must flow freely, that the 
more exchange we have with the un¬ 
known the less we fear it, and that life 
feels full — just the way we always 
hoped it would. 

But in an ominous way, these inter¬ 
ruptions represent a turf battle over 
who’s going to say what I have on my 
mind at any present moment — now, 
in other words. And this battle seems 
to contain moral consequence lasting 
far beyond the moment or the individ¬ 
ual interruption. Indeed, at the heart 
of the contest is an axiological para¬ 
dox whereby the higher valuation 
placed on my immediate attention by 
others—vendors, let’s call them — is 
accompanied by or perhaps even 
causes a lower valuation to be placed 
on .it by me, who’s after all losing ( 
these moments and having to recon- i 
cite their loss. It’s as though I had i 
nows to bum. Except I don’t i 

Yet here is an example of a differ- j 
ent kind, albeit toward die same point | 

Last winter in a course I taught on - 
magazine writing, class discussion at i 

one-point leaked onto the topic of the 


President’s then putative liaison with 
Monica Lewinsky. (This was months 
before the grand jury drvuigences.) 
Who, 1 asked the students, thought the 
President had engaged with Ms. Lew¬ 
insky in a sexual act? Many hands 
went promptly up. Who, 1 then asked, 
thought no sexual acts had occurred? 
The remainder of the hands rose. But 
who, I asked, held no opinion? An 
uncomfortable moment passed No 
bands stirred No one had no opinion. 

When, however. I pointed out that 
no one actually knew what the Presi¬ 
dent had or hadn’t done, and that the 
issue was a matter of fact and that 
therefore their opinions were, strictly 
speaking, worthless, and then won- 


There are moral 
consequences to 
our speeded-up 
lives. 


dered aloud why it was even interest¬ 
ing to have such an opinion, most of 
the students said they felt it was their 
“right,” indeed it was their need and 
obligation to hold an opinion, and that 
it was wishy-washy and weak-minded 
to say you didn’t know. Even if you 
really didn’t know. 

I was shocked. It always surprises 
me when thinking humans speculate 
about hard, demonstrable facts: as if 
their own ignorance conferred a con¬ 
tagious uncertainty upon the truth. 
But later I came to think that for my 
journalism students and raavbe for 
many of us, professing an opinion is 
not evidence of a deliberate choice 
bearing upon being right or wrong, 
nor a moral positioning that even 
much looks to the outcome of what¬ 
ever^ at issue. 

Rather ft is merely a spasmodic 
way to intensify a passing moment — 
a now — by making an act one per¬ 
forms seem to matter when in fact it 
doesn’L In this way it is ethically 
tantamount to — though much less 
potentially valuable than — buying a 
lottery ticket. And instead of intensi¬ 
fying a moment, such hasty, feckless 
opinion-spouting trivializes it. In this 
case, a now has not been stolen, but 
wasted and devalued. 


Richard Ford is a novelist. 


I t’s pretty to think that in the old 
days — those prior, better 
times we unfortunately could¬ 
n't be around for — things got 
done better; that even though 
the present was just as fleet¬ 
ing, moments were treated with more 
care; that when our predecessors, in 
their less velocitous lives, took a posi¬ 
tion, it was more a judgment than an 
opinion; and when no judgment was 
reachable that they waited for clarity 
to arrive, as if it mattered to them 
and to the subject if they were right or 
wrong — as if facts had consequence. 

Probably I’m wrong about that 
time. Though recently I noticed in the 
prelude to the House Judiciary Com¬ 


mittee’s impeachment vote, those un¬ 
decided members were widely re¬ 
ferred to in the press as “mavericks,” 
an old-fashioned terra, which I guess 
currently means these rare people 
who buck convention by awaiting 
clarity, doing their own thinking, and 
who use the present moment to as¬ 
sure that their judgment about the 
consequential future is as correct as 
possible. I can’t help thinking that it's 
a perplexed age when for so many 
people it’s better to risk being wrong 
in the present than to wait for a 
chance to be righL 

Goodness knows, this feeling of con¬ 
fusion about our nows is not just a 
result of time’s seeming to pass at 
greater speeds, although the particu¬ 
lars of that fast pace certainly do 
affect our ability to estimate how 
we’re getting along in life — bullying 
us on to whatever" s next, leaving our 
precious moments insufficiently 
seized and acknowledged, while mak¬ 
ing life feel hectic. 

Everyone, after all, is gaudily mak¬ 
ing more money than we are. (Just 
look up at the TV monitor in the 
Northwest lounge.) Our new PC is 
already bested by another one just six 
months after we bought It (contribut¬ 
ing to bad dreams of lost productivi¬ 
ty). Charles Schwab’s getting three 
hundred thousand calls a day. Inter¬ 
net traffic’s doubling every one hun¬ 
dred days. Our amiable curiosity to 
know how our fellow Americans are 
blinking about this or that subject is 
being seduced by organized, high- 
priced media “carpet-bombing" de¬ 
signed to stifle, not foster, the free 
flow of ideas. And already someplace, 
somebody has almost certainly 
cloned a human being by using tech¬ 
nology that didn’t exist when we 
bought our new PC. 

This feeling of swarming time natu¬ 
rally pushes us toward a keener 
awareness of death (usually not that 
pleasurable), at the same time that it 
causes us to feel left behind, back in 
the wake of greater opportunity and 
expectation. A sturdier sense of the 
moment as being something besides 
limbo could help us. Proust wrote that 
the rich taste of a madeleine made 
death seem to have no meaning for 
him. A magic cookie. That would be 
good. 

Of course. I’d be happy to think that 
reading a novel or a short story or 
even a poem could help in this cause 
— a novel 1 wrote, or one that Proust 
did; that a story could pacify that 
sense of the "indigenous American 
berserk" Philip Roth wrote about in 
his novel “American Pastoral,” and 
by writing about it sought to calm it 
Novels and stories can also give 
double service to one’s sense of the 
now. They often imagine a persuasive 
Active present within the book, a 
present upon which most all the ac¬ 
tion impends and where meaning and 
clarity can become apparent. And, 
white this is happening, they slow the 
reader’s pace and make him self- 
conscious so that his now is made 
vivid and of worth. In addition, novels 
are often all about these very impor¬ 
tant issues I’m arguing we've lost our 
good grip on; measuring cause and 
effect from a recognizable place in 


M palpable fear, though, un- 
derlying our anxiety 
1 % about over-prizing 

^k and undervaluing our 

M present is that in this 
high-velocity atmos¬ 
phere we’ll suffer vital qualities of 
our character to become obsolete: 
our capacity to deliberate, to be pa¬ 
tient, to forgive, to remain, to observe, 
to empathize, to gauge cause and ef¬ 
fect, to ignore death in respect for 
life; in sum, to recognize good in all 
its complicated, unexpected forms. 
We fear we’ll have no use for these 
qualities in a world where fully func¬ 
tioning citizenship seems chiefly to 
require access to the Internet. 

People who know a lot about tech¬ 
nology would like to console us with 
their faith that it’s neutral, that tools 
won’t change human nature. But how 
do they know? And what if they’re 
wrong? Or right? What is human 
nature, anyway, and why do we think 
it’s so well settled in us that we can’t 
louse it up by taking it for granted? 
Can you clone it, too? Are you sure? 

Put simply, the pace of life feels 
morally dangerous to me. And what I 
wish for is not to stop or even to slow 
it, but to be able to experience my 
lived days as valuable days. We all 
just want to keep our heads above 
the waves, And someplace to stand. 
If anything, that's our human nature. 

Me, I’ll admit it I don’t have E- 
mail I’m not on the Internet. I don’t 
have a cell phone or call waiting or 
even a beeper. And I’m not proud of 
it, since my fear, I guess, is that if 
someone wants to find me using all 
or any of these means, but can’t find 
me, whoever 1 s looking will just con¬ 
clude that for technical reasons I 
don’t exist anymore. 


Note to Readers 

The Op-Ed page welcomes 
unsolicited manuscripts. Be¬ 
cause of the volume of submis¬ 
sions. however, we regret that 
we cannot acknowledge an arti¬ 
cle or return it. If manuscripts 
are accepted for publication, 
authors will be notified within 
two weeks. For further infor¬ 
mation, cadi (212) 558-183L 
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In America 

BOB HERBERT 


The Jets Are Back 


time; calculating the results of histo¬ 
ry; noticing how events of the mo¬ 
ment can prefigure events still to 
come; recognizing our very selves 
■and appraisingTrow-we are. 

Frankly, I doubt if it’ll happen. 1 
doubt people are going to read more 
novels, particularly the kind I just 
mentioned. This swarming seise of 
urgency, anxiety and possibility pose 
too great a force. Intelligence just 
means information now. And, any¬ 
way, there isn’t time. In 50 years. I’d 
be surprised if many people are even 
writing novels, or publishing them 
inside of covers. My best hope is that 
whoeveris in charge then has figured 
out something better than what we 
have today. Nobody wants to be on 
record as resisting progress. Right? 


Bananas were 11 cents a pound. A 
set of 15 Christmas tree lights was 69 
cents. The New York Times was a 
dime. 

Christmas comes every 29 or 30 
years for New York Jets fans. This is 
one of the rare good years, a phe¬ 
nomenon that for the faithfoJ is as 
sweet and as difficult to grasp as a 
winning lottery ticket. To get a sense 
of what it’s usually like to be a Jets 
fan, imagine a gambler in a lifelong 
craps game who is destined always 
to roll snake eyes. 

When I asked my assistant to pull 
the clips on the last time the Jets 
were champions of their division, as 
they are now, she had to hunt (elec¬ 
tronically) through newspaper 
stacks that are older than she is. 

Return with us now to Dec. 7,1969. 
Vietnam was raging. Richard Nixon 
was wrapping up his first year as 
President “Man of La Mancha" was 
on Broadway and you could get seats 
in the balcony for $3.75. 

The 1970’s loomed but no one real¬ 
ized how different they would be 
from the as tonishing and tumultuous 
60’s. And no one could possibly have 
known that a President would be 
chased from office under the threat 
of impeachment and another would 
actually be impeached before the 
Jets would win another champion¬ 
ship. 

The headline that day in the sports 
section of The Times said, “Jets Top 
Oilers, 34-26, and Take Title.” On the 
same page was a story about Bill 
Bradley leading foe Knicks to a vic¬ 
tory over the Milwaukee Bucks. 

Bradley was 26. While foe Jets 
were wandering like sad sacks 
through the fields of football futility, 
he would complete his Hall of Fame 
basketball career, complete a distin¬ 
guished career in foe Senate and put 
together plans for his own possible 
run for the Presidency. 

Jets fans during that same period 
were growing up, having children, 
and some of those children were hav¬ 
ing children. And yet most fans re¬ 
mained true to the woeful team that 
came to be known as Gang Green, a 
team that spent most of the 70’s, 80’s 
and 90’s nurturing masters in foe 
fine art of losing. 

Why would anyone root for such a 
terrible team for so long? 

Emerson comes to mind. He once 
said: “There are people who have an 
appetite for grief. Pleasure is not 
strong enough and they crave pain." 

The Times’s Gerald Eskenazi, in 
his book “Gang Green,” quotes Rab¬ 
bi Myron Fenster, former head of the 
New York Board of Rabbis. “It’s 


good for the soul,” foe rabbi said. “It 
teaches you about striving and re¬ 
demption, although I must admit I’m 
waiting for foe redemption a long 
time.” 

Redemption came in foe form of a 
snarling, superstitious devil named 
Bill Parcells. This coach is not like 
anything the Jets or their fans have 
ever experienced. To Parcells, losing 
is as acceptable as setf-immolation. 
He is not like Weeb Ewbank, a nice 
man who, while coaching foe Jets in 
the Super Bowl in January 1969, for¬ 
got himself and said of the opposing 
quarterback, Johnny Unitas, who had 
once played for Ewbank: “Come on, 
John, don’t throw any interceptions.” 


Will the devil 
make them do it? 


Parcells has decreed that the fool¬ 
ishness will cease. He is a tyrant, a 
ruthless enforcer who has wrought a 
miraculous change in one of the 
worst franchises in sports. He shoves 
his players around and is quick to 
belittle people. He once sidled up to 
foe gifted wide receiver Wayne Chre- 
bet and deliberately kicked him in 
his injured ankle. He is nasty to 
re porters and won’t let his assistant 
coaches talk to them. 

But he knows football He has won 
everywhere he’s been and is winning 
with foe Jets. Desperation can lead 
to odd embraces and Jets fans have 
embraced Parcells. 

The team, which won just one of 16 
games two years ago, is 11-4 this 
year. It can win its 12th game this 
afternoon, which would be the high¬ 
est regular-season victory total in 
team history. If foe Jets win two 
games in the playoffs they will go to 
foe Super BowL 

“Hope is all Jets fans have ever 
wanted,” said Eskenazi In “Gang 
Green." 

The longtime fans are older, wider 
and grayer now and giddy at foe 
prospect of more wins to come. In¬ 
stead of snake eyes, they are rolling 
consistent sevens and elevens. 

Sainthood never occasioned such 
glee. For foe moment, it’s high-fives 
all around. Jets fans have learned 
there is-nothing like a pact .with, the 
devil, and ymr go with it. until .the 
devil demands his due. 


Liberties 

MAUREEN DOWD 


Talk Lang Syne 


Washington 

When it comes to New Year’s Eve, I 
am firmly in foe camp of pink cham¬ 
pagne and black cha-cha heels. 

I can’t fathom the phenomenon of 
trekking off to resorts to attend a lot of 
earnest panels and hang out with all 
the same people we are sick of seeing 
on MSNBC 

In their only point of bipartisan 
agreement. Democrats and Republi¬ 
cans have conspired to ruin New 
Year’s Eve by turning it into a tire¬ 
some gabfesL Qintonites have their 
annual Renaissance Weekend at Hil¬ 
ton Head, S.C, and conservatives aped 


‘Saturnalia of 
soul-searching.’ 


them with their own version, held this 
year at foe Arizona Biltmore. (By the 
time they get to Phoenix, I’U be here.) 

It’s a hard call which New Year’s 
Eve festivity is more irresistible — 
getting wasted with Strobe Talbott 
and Norm Orastein jawing about 
“Y2K Internet Hazards and Other 
Geek Tragedies” or boogying down 
with C. Boyden Gray and Grover Nor- 
quist to debate “Can the Republican 
Party Be Fixed?” 

The Clintons will again toast the 
New Year at their elitist, wonkish 
schmooze, immortalized as “the sat¬ 
urnalia of soul-searching by the sea,” 
by The Times’s Todd Purdum. 

At the dawn of foe Clinton era, the 
First Couple arrived in South Carolina 
to talk about personal and national 
renewal, bearing overflowing boxes of 
work papers monogrammed “BC” 
and “HRC.” 

It always seemed a bit self-con¬ 
sciously high-minded and exhibitionis- 
tically introspective—sharing vulner¬ 
abilities and building an inner life with 
1,500 other people. I recall one panel 
during foe health-care debate called 
“Hie Mind of Ira Magaziner,” moder¬ 
ated by Mrs. Ira Magaziner. 

But in this year of infidelity and 
impeachment, foe whole enterprise 
seems even more like parody. WD1 foe 
President dare to let loose at the pan¬ 
els entitled “Something That’s Been 
Bugging Me Lately” or “Whoops! 
Mistakes; Their Lessons and Conse¬ 
quences" or "Character—What Is It? 
Does It Count? Has Its Meaning 
Changed? How Do We Teach It?” 

WiD Hillary take a connubial hint 


from the panel “Dropping life’s Bag¬ 
gage Can Lighten the Load”? 

The conservatives at first dubbed 
their imitation Renaissance Weekend 
“The Dark Ages,” when they were 
flying high in 1994. It was a sly dig at 
the Clintonites’ pretension to world 
historical progressivism. But now Re¬ 
publicans call it “The Weekend, foe 
event formerly known as Dark Ages,” 
to disguise the uncomfortable fact 
that Republicans have, in fact, 
brought about foe Dark Ages. 

Toning down the G.O.P. image as an 
army of wing-tipped Huns, the Event 
Formerly Known as Baric Ages has a 
panel called “America's Ethnic Fu¬ 
ture, and How We Need to Address It.” 
They'll need to address ft very ginger¬ 
ly, given that Trent Lott and Bob Ban- 
have both been exposed for speaking 
to a white supremacist group. 

Neither party has updated panels in 
light of foe astonishing events of this 
past year. So, it falls to others to do 
their work for them. 

The Clintons could use that assem¬ 
bled brain-power to ramp up to the 
Senate Impeachment trial. Useful pre¬ 
paratory panels might include: 

“Nutty and Slutty: What the Slim¬ 
ing of Anita Hill Can Teach About foe 
Sliming of Monica Lewinsky." Panel¬ 
ists: Greg Craig, David Talbot, Sidney 
BlumenfoaL 

“Ontology in the Oval Office: The 
Many Splendored Meanings of ‘Is.’ ” 
Panelists: Bin Clinton, David Kendall 
and Charles Ruff. 

“R-E-S-P-E-C-T: How Many Times, 
0 Lord, Do I Have to Save His...?” A 
conversation with Hillary Clinton. 

“I Cheated on Him Because He 
Cheated on Me: Loyalty in the Clinton 
Years.” Panelists: George Stephano- 
poulos, Mike McCurry and Dick Mor¬ 
ris. 

The Republicans should use their 
discussion time to pander whether 
they realty want to wreck foe country 
and their party. 

"Getting Larry Ftynted: Why the 
Heck Is What's Good for foe Goose 
Good for foe Gander?” Panelists: Bob 
Livingston, Henry Hyde and Dan Bur¬ 
ton. 

“The Impossible Dream: Digging 
Up Dirt on A1 Gore and Bill Bradley.” 
A conversation with Ludanne Gold¬ 
berg. 

“The Blondes Leading foe Blind: 
Leggy Punditiy in the 21st Century.” 
Panelists: Laura Ingraham, Ann 
Coulter, Kellyanse Fitzpatrick and 
Barbara Olson. 

“The Mind of Ken Starr,” moderat¬ 
ed by Mrs. Ken Starr. (No children 
under 17 permitted.) 
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Landmark Movie Nears 
Its 40th Anniversary 


By JIM SHEPARD 

F ORTY years ago this spring, 
a 26-year-old ex-delinquent 
made his first film and 
helped change the course of 
world cinema. The director was 
Francois Truffaut, the film was “The 
400 Blows,” and a single sequence 
illustrates how daring and different 
a work it really was. 

The protagonist, 14-year-old An¬ 
toine Doinel, is interviewed by the 
staff psychologist at the Center for 
Delinquent Minors. In a succession 
of medium shots, Antoine, played by 
14-year-old Jean-Pierre L6aud, is 
shown sitting at a table answering 
questions lobbed at him by an off¬ 
screen voice. We have watched for 
an hour and twenty-five minutes as a 
haphazard group of mostly harried 
and distracted adults. Including An¬ 
toine’s parents and teachers, try to 
understand his mild rebelliousness. 
This interview represents their 
world's final and most systematic 
attempt to figure out what’s wrong. 
Each question, answered. Is a little 
set piece, connected to the others by 
dissolves. 

As it unfolds, the sequence epito¬ 
mizes how stylistically unclassifj- 
able Truffaut’s debut first seemed. 
Was this story of a Parisian boy's 
avoidable slide into delinquency a 
sober neo-realist slice of life? After 
all, there were dismal locations, non- 
professional actors, and social prob¬ 
lems everywhere you looked. Or was 


it look-ma-no-hands filmmaking: 
was this young man, with this sub¬ 
ject, actually showing off? 

Turns out it was both. Watching 
Antoine field those questions, we 
can't help feeling we’re get ting un¬ 
varnished access to the reaL 

The cinema verite effect is re¬ 
inforced by what seems to be the 
hopelessly sloppy way in which the 
classical methods of establishing 
time and space In a dialogue are 
flouted But the rule-flouting is so 
flagrant that it points to a controlling 
hand — with all the subtlety of a 
plank across the forehead What Is 
this: strobe realism? Where is the 
seamlessness we expect? There are 
not only dissolves between answers; 
there are dissolves during answers. 
Why can't we see who he’s talking 
to? How do we know these are not the 
rearranged highlights of five ses¬ 
sions? Whatever happened to the in¬ 
tegrity of the long take? 

The stylistic eclecticism, Truf¬ 
faut's attempt to combine “poetry 
and journalism,” was one of the de¬ 
fining features of the movement that 
came to be known as the French New 
Wave. When "The 400 Blows” won 
the grand prize at Cannes, the move¬ 
ment became an international phe¬ 
nomenon. (A rerelease is planned to 
commemorate the film’s anniversa¬ 
ry early next year.) 

It was quite a wave: from 1959 to 
1963,170 young French directors, in¬ 
cluding Jean-Luc Godard Eric 
Rohmer, Alain Resnais and Claude 
Chabrol, made their first features. 


And it is easy to forget what we 
owe that hubris-filled pack of shut- 
ins, rebels and malcontents. 

They were the first film brats — 
most had been movie critics before 
becoming filmmakers — and be¬ 
cause of the spectacular range of 
their enthusiasms, they were willing 
to use any and all stylistic methods 
and willing to break any and all rules 
to accommodate the dramatic needs 
of a scene. A moment might call for a 
Pasolini and an Eisenstein, a Hitch¬ 
cock and a Dreyer. Without the inspi¬ 
rational example of their seat-of-the- 
pants exuberance and their simulta¬ 
neously iconoclastic and reverential 
attitude toward film history, the 
flamboyant combination of realism 
and expressionism in the works of 
filmmakers like Martin Scorsese 
seems almost unthinkable. 

But we celebrate "The 400 Blows" 
lor more than that. The New Wave's 
revolutionary methods and aims 
turned out to be perfectly suited to 
the rendering of that unstable mix¬ 
ture of mystery, delight, unhappi¬ 
ness, ambiguity and just plain drift 
that seems to make up childhood. We 
follow Antoine on his daily circuit of 
school and home, chores and hooky, 
keeping track of his escalating and 
unremarkable transgressions en 
route to his unhappy end at the Ob¬ 
servation Center for Delinquent Mi¬ 
nors. Along the way, we pass all sorts 
of seeming irrelevandes that are 
tossed off or unexplained — a boy 
rifling coat pockets in the hall while 
Antoine is being thrown out of class. 


A Common-Sense Mezzo 
And Star in the Making 


By DAVID MERMELSTEIN 

I N an era when charm is a virtue 
too much lacking in the arts, it is 
no wonder that the Austrian 
mezzo-soprano Angelika 

Kirchschlager has caused heads to 
turn. With her sparkling persona and 
fresh good looks, she has delighted 
audiences throughout Europe and 
the United States. Yet her success 
stems from more than just beauty 
and breeding. She is a singer with the 
right stuff: a sumptuous, rather 
light-toned voice, which she uses in¬ 
telligently and judiciously. 

Ms. Kirchschlager, at 33, has risen 
rapidly in the often ruthless world of 
operatic singing. Even more note¬ 
worthy, her success comes at a time 
when opera houses are flush with 
excellent mezzos. Yet thanks in large 
part to her rapport with audiences, 
Ms. Kirchschlager stands out. 

On Thursday evening, she will 
make her New York Philharmonic 
debut at a New Year’s Eve concert to 
be conducted by Kurt Masur. But 
Cassandras who fear that fame has 
arrived too suddenly for Ms. 
Kirchschlager need not worry. In 
choosing her repertory, she shows an 
instinctive flair for what is right. A 
mezzo whose voice is more in the 
mold of a young Anne Sofie von Otter 
than a Jennifer Larmore, Ms. 
Kirchschlager mixes adventurous¬ 
ness with common sense. 

During the Mostly Mozart Festival 
at Lincoln Center last summer, she 
took part in a concert version of 
Mozart’s “Idomeneo” in a seldom- 
heard reworking by Richard Strauss, 
which is sung in German rather than 
Italian. 

“Ifs very strange," she said of the 
project at the time. “It’s 100 percent 
confusion.” 

Her performance was anything 
but, earning praise from critics and 
a rapturous response from the audi¬ 
ence. But it was her appearance at 
the festival's opening-night concert, 
a few days earlier, that inspired un¬ 
usual accord among the critics. Both 
The New York Times and The Daily 
News described her singing of Mo¬ 
zart arias and Strauss songs as first 
rate. 

Gerard Schwarz, the festival's ar¬ 
tistic director, conducted on those 
occasions and recently described 
Ms. Kirchschlager's performances 
as “tremendous.” She displayed a 
“warm, rich, beautiful sound,” he 
said, but her greatest gift was a 
natural musicianship that "just feels 
right.” 

Mr. Schwarz also conducted Ms. 
Kirchschlager’s American operatic 
debut, as Octavian in Strauss's "Ro- 
senkavalier” at the Seattle Opera in 
1997. A trouser role requiring both 
tonal beauty and winsomeness, the 
part is becoming widely associated 
with Ms. Kirchschlager, who in Sep¬ 
tember made her Geneva Opera de¬ 
but as Octavian. Soon, she may find 
herself in the company of such re¬ 
nowned interpreters of the role as 
Christa Ludwig and Frederica von 
Stade. 

Mr. Schwarz called her "the most 
extraordinary Octavian I’ve ever 
seen.” 

“It’s her role,” he added. 

New Yorkers now have the chance 
to judge for themselves. The first 
half of the Philharmonic program 
consists of excerpts from “Der Ro¬ 


se nkavalier,” with Ms. Kirchsch¬ 
lager joined by the sopranos Debo¬ 
rah Voigt, as the Marschallin, and 
Noemi Nadelmann. as Sophie. Ms. 
Kirchschlager sings an aria from 
Johann Strauss’s operetta “Wiener 
Blue” in the second half of the pro¬ 
gram, which she called "light with 
some substance.” 

This is a formula she tends to 
favor. In November, in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, she portrayed the Com¬ 
poser in Richard Strauss's "Ariadne 
auf Naxos” for the first time, and she 
has just finished her first Hansel in 
Humperdinck's “Hansel und Gretel” 
in Graz, Austria. 

But Mozart remains Ms. Kirchsch¬ 
lager's favorite composer, and not 
only because they were both born in 
Salzburg. 

"The fascinating thing about his 
music is that you have a view up to 
heaven,” she said recently. "It's per¬ 
fect. It’s so simple, so direct He 
shows us how mankind is.” 

Her Metropolitan Opera debut, as 
Annio in Mozart’s “Clemenza di 
Tito” last year, was acclaimed by 
critics, and she will return to the Met 
in 2002 to sing the amorous page 
Cherubino in “Le Nozze di Figaro," 
another trouser role in which she has 
been justly celebrated. She has also 
sung two roles in “Cos! Fan Tutte,” 
Dorabella and, perhaps more sur¬ 
prising, the saucy maid Despina. 

A budding opera star needs to keep 
her repertory growing Ms. 
Kirchschlager took on six new roles 
last year and three this year. She will 
tackle two more next year: Valen- 
cienne in Leharis “Merry Widow" 
and Silla in Pfitzner’s “Palestrina." 

Ms. Kirchschlager is careful in 
choosing her parts, never tackling 
anything that might compromise her 
voice, but she is determined not to 
become predictable. 

“If you just do Verdi your whole 
life, even if you are fantastic, it 
would be boring," she said. "The 
fascinating thing is to experience 
new things.” 

In time, Ms. Kirchschlager af¬ 
firmed, she would like to be involved 
in premieres of new works, but no 
such projects loom. She is content for 
now to add Kurt Weill's hard-edged 
“Seven Deadly Sins” to her reper¬ 
tory; she will sing it for the first time 
in April, in Vienna. 

For Ms. Kirchschlager, there are 
myriad connections to be made in 
music. "When you do Weill, you prof¬ 
it in Mozart,” She said. "And when 
you do folk songs, you profit in Schu¬ 
bert” 

But if Ms. Kirchschlager has 
adopted an expansive approach in 
the opera house, she has followed a 
different course in the recording stu¬ 
dio. She has a tiny discography, 
though she signed an exclusive con¬ 
tract with Sony Classical in 1995. She 
has recorded no operas and only one 
recital album, a well-received disk of 
songs by Korngold, Mahler and Alma 
Mahler. 

Although conventional wisdom 
holds that a singer cannot have too 
many CD’s before the public, Ms. 
Kirchschlager will not record her 
second Sony album, a potpourri of 
songs inspired by motherhood, until 
the spring. “The Seven Deadly Sins” 
is to be recorded in 2000, the centena¬ 
ry of Weill's birth, and Ms. Kirch¬ 
schlager hopes sometime to record 
songs by Wolf, Berg and Schoenberg 
as well as French repertory. 



Nana Waunaba 

Angelika Kirchschlager 

She has no qualms about her spare 
recording schedule. In fact, she ar¬ 
gues that the absence of a glut may 
make listeners appreciate her mi¬ 
nuscule catalogue all the more. "I 
don’t mind bow many records other 
singers bring out in a year,” she said. 
“It doesn't affect me.” 


T HAT determination to go her 
own way artistically Is a re¬ 
flection of Ms. Kirchsch¬ 
lager’s confident, sensible 
demeanor, says her friend the pian¬ 
ist Jean-Yves Thjbaudet, who has 
accompanied her in some 20 recitals 
during the last four years. 

“She is such an anti-diva person,” 
Mr. Thibaudet said. “She is utterly 
natural, and she sings the way she is. 
Her whole approach is very organic, 
the way music should be.” 

Mr. Thibaudet, who sometimes 
travels great distances just to hear 
Ms. Kirchschlager perform, says 
that working with her is a constant 
pleasure. "1 probably shouldn’t tell 
people this, but most of the time, we 
rehearse a program just once, be¬ 
cause we never fight,” he explained. 
“Also, that leaves an Incredible spon¬ 
taneity to the performance ” 

Ms. Kirchschlager lives in Vienna 
With her husband, Hans-Peter Ham¬ 
merer, a baritone, and their son, Fe¬ 
lix. Although she and Mr. Kammerer 
will appear together in a production 
of “The Merry Widow” in February 
at the Vienna State Opera, Ms. 
Kirchschlager finds working with 
him nerve-racking. 

“It’s not so nice to sing together," 
she said, “because each of us has to 
worry about the other as well as 
ourselves.” 

Given her sweet, unaffected per¬ 
sonal manner, it is hard to imagine 
that Ms. Kirch-schlager has a dark I 
side. Yet a secret lurks beneath her 
friendly bearing. 

“I know it would not be wise for me 
to do something like crossover, but I 
love that stuff,” she said. Then, as if 
unable to stop herself, she gushed, “I 
would love to sing with Michael Bol¬ 
ton.” 

Weil, nobody's perfect 
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Jean-Pierre LAaud, far left, Claire Maurier and Albert Reray in “The 400 Blows.* 
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a life-size stuffed horse In the apart¬ 
ment of his best friend — and we 
begin to realize that the improvised 
quality of the narrative parallels the 
improvised quality of Antoine’s life. 

Truffaut’s dedication to spontane¬ 
ity and improvisation brought him to 
children as a subject just as his 
dedication to children returned him 
to spontaneity and improvisation. 

"Everything a child does on 
screen he seems to do for the first 
time,” he once remarked. And his 
ability to capture that quality of 
childhood is what allowed his “cine¬ 
ma of the first-person singular,” as 
he called it to become for audiences 
a cinema of the first-person plural 
The poor kid who keeps smearing ink 
(hiring dictation and tearing out 
pages and falling farther and farther 
behind, die little boy so transported 
by a puppet show that he rests his 
head on his friend’s shoulder, the 
stool pigeon who turns Antoine in to 
his parents, and who is so incredibly 
geeky he wears swim goggles home 
from school: they all dare ns, when 
considering them, to separate the 
comedy from the sadness, their pos¬ 
sibilities from their predicaments. 

Vittorio DeSica remarked about 
his "Bicycle Thief’ that “There are 
no small events when it comes to the 
poor." “The 400 Blows" makes the 
same claim about childhood. 

Throughout it, trivial events — a 
bit of parental manipulation, or an 
unexpected family outing to die mov¬ 
ies — hurt, and help, more than we 


ever would have guessed. The adults, 
overtaxed and selfish and oblivious, 
are outmaneuvered easily in the 
short run, but the rules insure that if 
the kids win most of the battles, they 
lose the war. “1 pity France in 10 
years,” Antoine’s teacher complains 
grimly. But as far as the audience is 
concerned, there's no reason to wait. 
While we watch, the adults, from 
parent to judge to psychologist, sat¬ 
isfy themselves that they've done 
what they can. The children pay the 
price. 

About halfway through the movie, 
Antoine takes a carnival ride on a 
centrifuge called the Rotor. As with 
just about everything else we see, the 
scene feels casually random and ir¬ 
relevant, but turns out to be neither. 

When the thing begins to spin, we 
see his point of view, and then him. 
Both images are apt, given his life: 
everything hurtles by, and yet he is 
irrevocably stuck, pinned to the wall 
by this impersonal force. As he 
struggles, two things are immediate¬ 
ly dear: he can’t succeed, but he can 
enjoy himself. 

The huge revolving drum of the 
ride is a dead ringer for a zoetrope, 
the earliest forerunner of the movie 
projector. As we consider the sad¬ 
ness and resiliency of kids exiled 
from school and home passing their 
time on tacky rides, we are also 
taking part in a celebration of mov¬ 
ing images, a celebration that col¬ 
lides bead an, conceptually, with the - 
movie's final image — maybe the 
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By Rich Norris / Edited by Will Shortz 


ultimate non-moving image in film 
history: that famous freeze frame of 
Antoine, having escaped bis delin¬ 
quents center and run to the sea, and 
havihg turned to face us. 


T HAT legendary frame is the 
movie’s last successful at¬ 
tempt to pin him down, and 
its last unsuccessful attempt 
to figure him out Much was made, in 
1959, of the ambiguity of such an 
ending: where did it leave poor An¬ 
toine? Much more should have been 
made of the other lesson filmmakers 
carried away from that moment 
In a movie about the ways in which 
a boy’s wortd could never bring itself 
to grant him adequate consideration, 
the final image forced an audience’s 
focus on the heart of the matter. If 
there has been any agenda at all to 
the previous 93 minutes, it has been 
to draw attention to the natural 
weight of importance that should ac¬ 
crue to that bay’s face. That process 
culminates in the film’s final ges¬ 
ture, which leaves us only his face, 
his face at one moment in time. 
Seventeen years after Simone Weil 
wrote that "Attention is the rarest 
and purest form of generosity,” 
Francois Truffaut, who died in 1984 , 
reminded os of the cinematic possi¬ 
bilities of that sort of gift The only 
close attention Antoine receives in 
his life, as far as we know, comes 
from u&- Only, through us can be he 
panted attention he " de¬ 
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MARKETS I Neeman blasts election economics 


in brief 


DOLLAR /SHEKEL 


MAOFindex 



By JESSICA STEINBEBO 

MFCs should “repent" for inefficiently 
spending public funds, former finance min* 
isier Yaakov Neeman said yesterday during 
a farewell party at tbe Treasury. 

Warning against election economics. 
Neeman called on MKs to be more respon¬ 
sible in their treatment of the national cof¬ 
fers. The budget “isn’t about coalitions or 
oppositions but looking out for the best 
interests of Israel’s citizens.” he said. 

MK Avraham Shohat (Labor), however, 
dismissed that analysis, saying that lumping 


all MKs together is impractical. Where 
there is a strong coalition, budget matters 
can be resolved quickly, he said. 

To demonstrate his argument, Neeman 
recalled Knesset Finance Committee chair¬ 
man Avraham Ravitz (United Torah 
Judaism.) wbo “honestly” said about the 
1999 budget: “1 also want my piece of flesh.” 

Ravitz said that while MKs fight for their 
share of the budget, that doesn't mean 
“massages for all redheads.” 

Ravitz conceded that the ’99 budget will 
undergo “some rethinking.” from funding 
for development towns to public sector 


wages, but said that such revisions wouldn’t 
constitute election economics. 

Analysts, however, believe that election 
economics, including wage raises, tax cuts, 
and increased infrastructure spending, are 
around the comer, while the lack of a full- 
time finance minister will exacerbate the 
situation. 

“You have a budget that goes through all 
the correct channels, but there's no frame¬ 
work and the field is wide open for (Prime 
Minister Binyamin]Neinnyahu to do as he 
sees fit.” said Gil Bufman. general manager at 
macroeconomic consulting firm Tishray Co. 


Given that situation, new roads will be 
approved and settlements could get more 
funding, creating a situation that won’t pro¬ 
mote growth in the long term, he said. 

However, the economy could still grow, 
said Bank Leu mi's chief economist. Gad 
Shifron. if the 1999 budget generates more 
eenerous wage packages, which would in 
turn accelerate public spending. 

If the budget doesn't pass, “it's tough to 
know what's allowed and what's not," 
Shifron said, adding that such a situation 
might accelerate the dynamics of election 

economies. 
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Central bank to announce rates today 

"Hie Bank of Israel will this afternoon announce its key lending 
rate for January . Economists are predicting there will be no 
change on the 13,5 percent December rate. They are citing politi¬ 
cal and economic uncertainty as the main factors that will affect 
central bank Governor Jacob Frenkel's decision. David Ze r Hums 

Gwot 01am raises only NIS 2,9m. 

Oil exploration company Givor Olam yesterday announced that 
it has raised NIS 2.9 million by offering stocks on the Tel Aviv 
Stock Exchange. The company, which wanted to raise as much 
as NIS 16.8m.. said in the past that if it fails to raise the whole 
amount on the bourse it will try to get money from investors 
overseas. Givot Olam intends to use the capital for carrying out 
drilling at the Meged-3 site near Rosh Ha’ayin. 

Dan Gerstenfeld 

Tourists spend 5% fewer nights in hotels 

The overall number of tourist nights in Israeli hotels increased 3 
percent to 15.5 million during the first 11 months of the year, com¬ 
pared to the equivalent period last year, the Central Bureau of 
Statistics announced yesterday. However, the number of nights 
foreigners spend in hotels fell 5^ to 7.2 million. David Zei' Harris 


By DAVID ZEV HARRIS 

The Levin Committee report on 
the reform of the Bank of Israel 
will be presented to Prime 
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu this 
afternoon, h then will be pub¬ 
lished. 

The panel has spent months 
considering proposals from a 
wide range of vested interests in 
both the public and private sec¬ 
tors. 

The committee is expected to 
announce that it favors the cre¬ 
ation of monetary council - a 
move supported by the central 
bank. Treasury. Prime Minister's 
Office, and many MKs and busi¬ 
nessmen. 

The recommendations are also 
likely to include the need for the 
rewriting of the Bank of Israel 
Law and turning it into a basic 
law. The committee is also expect¬ 
ed to call for a rethinking of the 
aims of and instruments available 


to the bank. 

In recent weeks, there has been 
increasing pressure within the 
Knesset for the creation of a board 
of governors, which would 
remove full control over monetary 
decisions from tbe present bank 
governor. 

Labor's senior economics 
spokesman. Avraham Shohat, 
with support from a host of MKs, 
including coalition whip Meir 
Sheeuii, is attempting to intro¬ 
duce legislation which would cre¬ 
ate a board of governors. 
However, central bank officials 
have criticized the bill because it 
does not set out the basic rationale 
for the bank's existence nor its 
modus operandi. 

Bank officials yesterday repeat¬ 
ed that their proposals tackle all 
the fundamentals of the bank and 
that they believe the monetary 
board should be established only 
after the other parameters are 
agreed upon. 
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New banknotes 

This new NIS 20 note, along with a new NIS 100 note, will go into circulation next week. The 
Bank of Israel will begin circulating new NIS 50 and NIS 200 bills later next year. The old 
notes will remain valid for 18 months and cease to be legal tender on July 1,2000. <Bnan Hcndien 


Feni Foods: Sales to reach NIS 28m. after six years 


After two years of eating Israeli 
cheese new immigrant Nick 
Choleva decided that the only way 
to make life bearable was to 
import it from his native Denmark. 

Four years nn. Choleva’s dislike 
of local dairy products has been 
translated into an increasingly 
successful company. Feni Foods, 
which imports between 168 to 180 
tons of white mould cheese (his 
most popular product) a year, sells 
its products on supermarket 
shelves across Israel and should 
see sales of about NIS 28 million 
by the dose of 1998. 

Choleva, 37, arrived in Israel 
with his wife and three children in 
1992 and began work in the high- 
tech arena as a marketing manager 
for a computer netwurk specialist. 
He moved on a year later but after 
this company went- bankrupt 
decided it was time to open his 
own business. 

The food industry was a natural 
choice. 

“I had a weakness for food¬ 
stuffs.” says Choleva, nibbling on 
a chocolate from a dish on the 
table. “I liked living in Israel but I 
was missing many things. The 
quality of foodstuffs being 
processed in Israel is very low. 
There are nice vegetables and 
chicken but as soon as they do 
something to it here it becomes 
tasteless. I’ve given up drinking 
milk here because it's so horrible 


and when I tasted the hard cheese 
1 didn’t know what it was: 1 
thought it was m3de out of soya." 
He started the business in August 
1994 with an order for about NIS 
1.6 million worth of cheeses, 
salmon products and marinated 
foods - all kosher - from Super- 
Sol. With no money behind him. 
Choleva used a letter of credit 
from Super-Sol which he gave to 
his overseas suppliers. 

“When you don’t have lots of 
money in your bank account you 
need someone to back you.” says 
Choleva. 

Over the next two years the 
company expanded its business, 
bringing in more products such as 
Danish blue. Camembert, 
Emmenthal, Lurpak butter and 
several goats cheeses. 

In 1995 company turnover 
reached NIS 7 million, the follow¬ 
ing year it rose to NIS 13 ru¬ 
in February 1997 Feni Foods 
held a Scandinavian festival at 
Super-Sol super markets. It was a 
large task for such a small compa¬ 
ny and Choleva feared that his 
company would not be able to 
digest all the orders. The result 
was a partnership agreement with 
Willi Food, a canned food compa¬ 
ny. The partnership was not how¬ 
ever, a success and it ended soon 
after the festival. 

In November Super-Sol held a 
French festival and asked Choleva 


to be involved. 

“It was tremen¬ 
dously success¬ 
ful,” ' says 
Choleva. Feni • l,,CKT 
Foods focused on 
French cheeses and three months 
later was still receiving orders for 
the products. “French dairy is 
quite advanced and it’s a strong 
part of the French food industry. 
It’s very popular here ” At the end 
of 1997 the company's revenues 
bad virtually doubled to NIS 22 
million. 

In May 1998 Feni Foods signed 
an exclusive distribution agree¬ 
ment with French company. 
Besnier, which is the biggest dairy 
conglomerate in the world. It 
began importing Besnier products 
such as Emmenthal slices and 
Camembert a few months ago. 

Inevitably Feni Foods has com¬ 
petition. but it is the only company 
that currently imports Danish 
cheese and fish products. Choleva 
says it is not, however, his rivals 
that bother him. What really dis¬ 
turbs him are the high tariffs on 
imported dairy products. 

Today, tariffs on dairy products 
are between 50 to 100 percent of 
the original cost. Tariffs on butter 
are an astounding 148 percent. 
“People don't understand: We 
aren't being greedy. It’s the gov¬ 
ernment that has created an 
expensive dairy import system. 
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They want to 
prevent imports 
but I don’t think 

LACKB8BJI **"*..“ neces ' 
— - sary, says 

Choleva. “I 
understand if you want to give 
local production an advantage but 
I don't see why the advantage has 
to be on such a scale. It should not 
be a luxury to buy French butter. 
It really bothers me that a product 
which 1 can buy in Europe for $2, 
costs $6 here.” Choleva believes 
that competition might actually 
do Israel’s dairy industry some 
good. “By allowing imports it 
would increase Lhe number of 
items missing on Israeli shelves 
and maybe improve existing prod¬ 
ucts. Israeli cottage cheese, white 
cheese and yogurts are okay, but 
the rest don’t even belong on the 
shelves.” Another problem that 
Choleva has had to tackle in 
recent months is the wild currency 
fluctuation. 

From 1 994 until a few months 
ago the Danish Krona traded list¬ 
lessly at a range of between 0.51 
agorot and 0.54 agorot Then, as 
the shekel depreciated in the wake 
of October's global financial tur¬ 
moil, the krona leaped to 0,65 
agorot. 

While his product prices have 
not gone up yet the next shipment 
that Choleva brings in will reflect 
the changes. Some prices will go 
up by as much as 15 percent “We 
don’t know what impact it will 
have,” he says candidly. 

Combined with the slowdown in 
Israel, Choleva concedes that the 
company has lost money this year. 


■ The Israel Airports Authority (1AA) hereby wishes to clarify one of the Pre-Conditions for Joint Venture 
Offerors for the Construction of this subject matter tender. . 

Only the complete language of the Pre-Conditions as stated in the RFP is binding. The complete text 
may be obtained by written request, submitted on company letterhead, to the PMF facsimile number 
stated below. _;_ ; _: — 


Exhibit A of Request for Proposals - Pre-Conditions 

Clause 10 Hern b). (Quality and Experience Requirements) should read: 

Each J/V participant must have constructed and completed not less than: 

♦TWO(2) non-residentiai projects such as parking garages, office building^shopping 
centers, etc. of not less than 40,000 Square Meters (sq.m.) eadt, both within the last five (5) years. 

Of- ' • 

♦ One^l) precast concrete bridge, project of. a minimum 70 meters length within the last five (5) years. 


Both project types - 40,000 sq. meter “building” and precast concrete bridge - must have been 
completed within the combined Joint Venture. _ 

Tender documents are available from the Project Managemwj Firm (PMF) Protect Office located at Ben 
Guriorr International Airport between the hours of 09:00 and 12^busmpsda^(&^ 
interested Offerors must contact the PMF Contracts Administrator, Mr. Amnon Yoshpe at telephone number: 
372-^9774464 (Fax number ' 972-3-971-2956) a minimum of forty eight (48) homsjn advance to arrange 
Site access..Interested parties may preview the Tender Documents prior to their purchase. 

This clarification will also be issued to all Offerors who have purchased the Tender Documents by an 
addendum. _ i98i9o,d8_ao 


1 TARGET UAH3 I 

(muD) 


Mutual Fund for 
Foreign Residents 

Dale: 

24.1Z98 

Purchase Price: 

126.40 

Redemption Price: 
MUTUAL FUNDS 

124.57 

p 


f A Mtrtotr e‘ Lt, 




PRIME D'Hn 

Mutual Fund for 
Foreign Residents 

Dale: 

24.1258 

Purchase Price: 

123.79 

Redemption Price: 

MUAL FUNDS 

123.11 



1 4 -JT‘ If --1 



Sales, however, were still expect¬ 
ed to reach NIS 28 million for '98. 
•Turnover could have been better.” 
says Choleva. 

Undaunted, he plans to create 
next year a new marketing and 
distribution company for his 
cheeses with Food Club, which 
owns some 48 tracks. “It’s a logi¬ 
cal step,” he says. "The market 
here is not as mature as elsewhere 
and supermarkets don’t have the 
capacity to distribute products in a 
proper way. Many shops don’t get 
products if the manager doesn't 
want them. They don’t care about 
the customer.” The agreement, he 
believes, will lead to an explosion 
in his business. Next year he pre¬ 
dicts that sales will rise to NIS 40 
million, and by 2000. will reach 
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NIS 50 million. “There's lots of 
potential to grow." he says. 
“We’re in the initial stage of mar¬ 
keting To help the "company 
along, he plans an advertising and 
promotional campaign to draw 
attention to his products. He also 
aims to emphasize his branded 
products. More food festivals are 
also planned. 

In tiie meantime he and his fam¬ 
ily remain some of his company's 
biggest cusromers. “We try' not to 
eat too much but we do have 
cheese available at every meal,” he 
admits. 


BONN (Reuters) - Germany, 
which takes over tire European 
Union's rotating presidency next 
week, said yesterday it would 
push proposals for greater tax har¬ 
monization in the 15-nation bloc 
despite resistance from other ELI 
nations. 

Finance Minister Oskar 
Lafontaine and Wolfgang 
Clement, the powerful premier of 
North Rhine-Westphalia state, 
said in separate newspaper inter¬ 
views it is vital that the ELI narrow 
wide gaps in tax levels to prevent 
economic distortions. 
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Bypass the broker -buy directly off 
uie exchange -save on the spread! 

Stop being frustrated by stock swings - learn how to profit 
from buying and selling on the same day! CommStock 
Trading/Invesfscape-lsrae! are pleased to offer you an 
outstanding opportunity to take charge of your portfolio with 
Standard & Poor's Comstock Software, the most sophisticated 
internet equity trading and quote service available today. 

Here’s your opportunity to learn from the 
leading experts in the field I Attend a 
fascinating, five-dag Investscape Day 
leading Seminar in the U.5. — with a 
special travel pachage offered only by 
CommStock. [Kosher fond available,! 


February EM7, 1999 
West Bloomfield, Michigan 

$2500 includes flight, accommodations and seminar tuition, 
subject to availability 

If you are interested in the seminar, or in a LOCAL seminar 
on Day Trading, please call Allen at (02) 6244963. 
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Tel Aviv Stock Exchange shares 
were mixed yesterday, while 
Bezeq shares fell, as the national 
telephone company’s employees 
staged a work slowdown that 
reduced special services to busi¬ 
ness customers. Super-Sol, Israel’s 
biggest supermarket chain, rose 
after announcing a subsidiary 
would buy some 5 percent of the 
parent company’s outstanding 
shares. 

The Maof Index of the TASE’s 
25 largest companies fell 0.14 per¬ 
cent to 313.69, after rising 0-52 
percent on Thursday. Fifteen 
stocks fell and eight rose. 

Bezeq fell 2.01 percent to NIS 
13.13. The national telephone 
company’s unionized workers 
staged a work slowdown, refusing 
to perform all but the most crucial 
repairs and curtailed services to 
business customers. 

The labor action is meant to 
protest a government commis¬ 
sion's recommendation that Bezeq 
raise its rates, which the company 
says will put it at a competitive 
disadvantage. 


STOCKS 



United Mizrahi Bank fell 1.09 
percent to 7.26 percent The bank 
was rated “neutral” by Lehman 
Brothers, which pointed to its 
“pamcolariy disappointing” third- 
quarter earnings, below those in 
the same period last year. 

Givot Olom Oil Exploration fell 
3.69 percent to NIS 120-10. The 
company, which reported discov¬ 
ery of an oil and natural gas well 
outside tiie town of Rosb Ha’ayin 
raised only NTS 3 million in a 
share offering valued at NTS 16.9 
milli on Super-Sol rose 731 per¬ 
cent to NIS 11.01. The supermar¬ 
ket chain said a wholly owned 


subsidiary, Hevrat Hanechasim 
Shel Supersol BJt, may pur¬ 
chase up to 5 percent of Super- 
Sol’s outstanding shares Cud 
Electronic Industries rose 1-26 
percent to NIS 645: The company 
owns a 20 percent stake m EU 
Telecom, whose chief executive 
said the TadTel acquisition would 
boost profit by the end of 1999 as 
the companies integrate their mar¬ 
keting networks and save on 
research costs. The two compa¬ 
nies reached a definitive agree¬ 
ment on a stock swap valued at 
about $460 million. 

Nice Systems rose 0.33 percent 
to 91.20. The maker of digital 
recording systems for telephone 
call centers said it was adding staff 
overseas and changing some of its 
products in an effort to boost sales. 

Koor Industries rose 0.45 per¬ 
cent to NIS 363. Israel’s largest 
industrial concern said it will pay 
a quarterly regular cash dividend 
of NIS 5.42 per share on January 
27. 1999, with the stock trading 
ex-dividend starting January 13, 
1999. (Bloomberg) 


Iran accuses OPEC 
members of ‘scapegoating’ 


DUBAI (Reuters) - Iran said 
yesterday it would back any new 
moves to rescue the besieged oil 
market but warned that some fel¬ 
low OPEC producers were 
“scapegoating” Teheran and using 
its controversial demands to mask 
other problems in the fractious 
cartel. 

Iran’s OPEC Governor Hossein 
Kazempour Ardebili said Teheran 
would support holding an emer¬ 
gency meeting of the Organization 
of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) to boost the oil 
price currently at 12 -year lows. 

“Iran would back any effort that 
would lead to the restoration of 
prices,” he told Reuters in an inter¬ 
view by telephone from Teheran. 

But Ardebeli. a key adviser to 
Iran's oil minister, said would 
nor back down from hs demands, to 
base any of its own cuti-from 9 
higher baseline. ‘ 

He said his country was being 
used as a scapegoat by other 
OPEC members to cover up a bit- 

Tel Aviv shares data supplied 
by Pacific Mediterranean 
Investments, Tel. 09-95&-5873. 
All other data supplied by 
Commstocfc Trading Ltd., Tel. 
02-624-4963. Due to technical 
failures data may be 
inaccurate. The Jerusalem 
Post will not be held 
responsible for the 
consequences of any 
transaction made on the 
basis of these data. 

Readers who wish to report 
missing or misquoted data 
should do so on postcards 
only, addressed to 
Jerusalem Post Business 
Desk, P.O.B. 81, Jerusalem 
91000 


ter battle for market share at a 
time of high oil supplies and erod¬ 
ing demand because of the Asian 
financial crisis. 

At OPEC’s last meeting in 
November, heavyweight Saudi 
Arabia accused Iran and Venezuela 
of going back on supply cuts 


agreed earlier this year. 

At that meeting, Iran insisted that 
the benchmark for OPEC’s sum¬ 
mer agreement to cut output was 
unfair. Ardebeli said Teheran's 
demand for a hi g her production 
baseline does not “warrant such a 
big noise” 


|| ISRAEL MONEY MARKETS | 

Patah (foreign currency deposit rates) 


I Currency (deposit for:) 

3 MONTHS 

6 MONTHS 12 MONTHS 

1 U.S. dollar (S250.000) 


4.770 

4.800 

5.090 

Pound sterling (£100,000) 

5.550 

5.540 

5.620 

German marie (DM 200,000) 

2.180 

2.280 

2.700 

Swiss franc (SF 200,000) 

0.060 

0.190 

0.580 

Yen (10 mlHIon yen) 


;— 


— 

— 

(Rates vary higher or lower than indicated according to deposit) . , 1 

.-Shekel-Foreign Exchange-Bates?(24^1Z<l8) 



CHECKS AND 





TRANSFERS 

BANKNOTES 

Rep. 


Buy 

Sell 

Buy 

Sell 

Rates** 

Currency basket 

4.5446 

4.6180 

— 

_ 

4.5789 

LLS. doflar 

4.1505 

4^175 

4.07 

4.28 

4.1810 

German marie 

2.4728 

2^127 

2.43 

2-55 

2.4923 

Pound storting 

8.9511 

7.0633 

6^3 

7.17 

7.0074 

French franc 

0.7372 

0-7491 

0.72 

0.76 

0.7434 

J^janesayen (100) 

3.5755 

3.6332 

3.51 

3.69 

3JS969 

Dutch florin 

2.1937 

2i>291 

2.15 

2J?7 

22119 

Swiss franc 

3.0296 

3.0785 

Z97 

3.13 

3.0581 

Swedish krona 

0.5153 

0.5237 

0.50 

0.54 

0.5202 

Norwegian krone 

0.5401 

0-5489 

0.53 

0^6 

0.5517 

Danish krone 

0.6489 

0.6604 

0.63 

0-67 

0.6550 

Finnish marie 

0.8130 

0.8262 

0.79 

0^4 

0.8200 

Canadian doflar 

2.6758 

2.7190 

2.62 

276 

26948 

Australian dollar 

2.5318 

2-5727 

Z48 

261 

25567 

S. African rand 

0.7023 

0.7137 

0.63 

0.72 

0.7068 

Belgian franc (10) 

1.1985 

1J2179 

1.17 

1i4 

12080 

Austrian schilling (10) 

3J5143 

3.5710 

3.45 

3.63 

3.5434 

ItaBan lira (lOOO) 

2.4967 

2.5370 

2.45 

258 

2.5172 

Jordanian dinar 

5.8335 

55276 

5.73 

8.15 

5.0952 

Egyptian pound 

— 

— 

1.18 

128 

1-2648 

ECU 

4.8550 

4.9334 

— 

_ 

4.8962 

Irish punt 

6.1401 

6.2392 

6.03 

6.33 

6.1921 

Spanish peseta (100) 

SL9046 

2.9514 

2.85 

3.00 

29281 

•These rates vary according to bank. 

“Bank of Israel. 


SOURCE: BANK LEUMI 




GENERAL ASSISTANCE 


Monday, December 28 

EMERGENCY 

PHARMACIES 

Jerusalem: Amona, 9 Left) Yafie, 073- 
1901; Balsam, Saiah e-Din, 627-2315; 
Shuafat, ShuaJat Road, 581-0108; Dar 
Aidawa, Herod's Gate, 628-2058. 

Tel Aviv: Superpharm, 40 Einstein, 
641-3730; New Pharm, 75 Ben- 
Yehuda, 520-0037. 

Ra’&nana-Kfar Sava: Clal Pharm, 114 
Ahuza. Ra'anana, 741-0211. 

Netarrya: Center Pharm, 1 King David, 
884-1531. 

Haifa: Super Pharm (Lev Hamtfratz), 
53 Ha'atzmaut, 051-582021; New 
Pharm, 40 Hanrta, 052-331013. 

Krayot area: Nitzan, Mordechal Namlr, 
Nitzan Sq., KiryatYam, 875-1880. 
Herzflya: New Pharm, Beit Merkaarm, 
6 Masfet (cnr. Sderot Hagalim), 

Herzfiya Prtuah, 954-9903. Open 9 
a.m. to 10 p.m. 

Upper Nazareth: New Pharm. Lev 
Ha’ir Mafl, 657-0468. Open 9 am to 
10 p.m. 

DUTY HOSPITALS 
Jerusalem: Hadassah Ein Kerem 
(internal, surgery, orthopedics. ENT); 
Misgav Ladach (obstetrics); Bikur 
Holim (pediatries); Shaare Zedek (oph- 


in emergencies diaJ 101 in most parts 
of the country. In addition: 

Ashdod* BS5L333 KJar Sava' 9902222 

Aahtelon 6551332 Nahariya' 3912333 

Beersheba' 8Z74767 Netanya* 860*444 

Bari Shemash 6523133 taahncva* 9311111 

[fen Region- 5733333 RohovoT 9451333 

Biar 6332444 Rtsho/T 9642333 

Haris' 8512233 Salad 8920333 

Jousalarn- 6523133 Tel Avhr 5460th 

Karmler 9985444 TTberiaB- 6792444 

* Mobile Intensive Care Urrit (MICU) 
service In the area, around the dock. 

Help fine for English-speakers - 
Confidential hot-line counseling and 
referrals for aU ages, an problems. 
MiLev Center far Crisis Counseling 
(02) 654-1111, 1-800-654-111. 

Medical help for tourists (in English) 
177-022-9T10. ' 

The National Poison Control Center 
at Rambam Hospital 04-852-9205, 24 
hours a day, for Information in case of 

poisoning, 

Eran - Emotional First Aid - 1201 
also Jerusalem Q2-561-0303 (Arabta- 
563-0301); Tel Aviv 03-546-1111 (chi^ 
drerVyoutfi 5464)739); Rishon Lezion 
03-956-6661/2; Haifa 04-867-2222 
(Arabic 867-2226); Beersheba 07-649- 
Karmiel 

04-988-8770 (Arabic: 958-3444); Kfar 
Sava 09-767-4555; Hadera 06-634- 
6789; Nazareth (Arabic; 06-645-4222) 
Crisis Center for Religious Women 

aentfality guaranteed. 

Wtei hotlines for battered women 
02-651-4111,03-546-1133 07-637- 
6310, 08-85S-0G06. 

aaa™ 

HectaMah Medical Organization - 
Israel Cancer Association support ser¬ 
vice, 02-624-7676. ^ 


Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv Medical Center 
Dana Pedatric Hospital (pedatrics 
Tel Avhr Medical Center (internal 
surgery). 

Netanya: Laniado. 

POLICE 10Q 
FIRE 102 
FIRST AID 101 

Magen David Adorn 


^ 9 ht amvals- for information in 
English 03-972-3344. 


WHERE TO GO 


Notices in this feature are chan 
at WS 28.08 per fine, 
tesertion mary day of the moot 
par, ™- inc,u ' 

JERUSALEM 
Conducted Tours 
JJjBRfW UNIVERSITY. Tours of 
Scopus campus, in English 
daily Sun.-Thur., Tt am from 

aIHSEI? B c ^ >tion Cmtar ‘ Sher 
AdnjrasgatwnBtdg. Buses 4a, 9 , 

TEL AVIV 
Museums 

SEUMOVAHT.N1T 

Ari-selection fror 
jtowph HadtfT»Hsrael Phoenix 
Colfocfion. Hedva Ser - tapestries 
in the Aubusson workshops 
Plaaic Times - Plastic + Design. J 
,saac IsraS® 

Chronider of Ufa. From the Cabint 
Cunostaes to Virtual Reality: The 
Muswmp-F^st. Present ^ Fiitu 
Parrtof View" - children’s exhbitio 
Collections. HELENA RUBffiSTH 

pw^forconibSpotm 

AHT10 am.-6 pjn.Tue. 10 am-i 

5^'rS- ^ 10 tun--* PJh- Meye 
ArtMucation Center, 15. (03) 6£ 
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G ALILEE _ 

/* NESAMMiNIGbbutz Hotel- 


! Tet 04-995 om Fax: 04-995 0098. 


GALILEE-UPPER _ 

/^KIBBUTZ HO 1 tL KFAR GILADl -180 air-corxiltioned rooms, aH with shower, battv' 
I tetephone, radio, and TV, kosher cuisine, outdoor S Indoor heated swimming pools, 

V sport & health dub. Tel: 06-690 0000, Fax: 06-690 0069. 

v -----—_;_/ 

f AIR-CONDITIONED ROOMS* near the sources of the Joidea ^ the Qtto Height^ 
I Tel: 06-694 3012, Fax: 052-828 400. Tel: 08-694 1274, Fax; 052-825 84. 

V Tet 06-604 4787. Fax 052-817 719. 

> _____/ 

GOLAN HEIGHTS __ 

/’"motel GOLSHE HAHERMON - Sagron Family Neve Ativ - 06-698 1531^ 
| 050-246 540. The doses! place to the sJri resort, with aU conveniences, comfortable 
^atmosphere and faB Israeli breakfast Special package deal during th e sM season. 

J ERUSALEM _ 

ZADDM SUITE HOTEL - New luxurious suite hotel, located to the heart ot Jerusalem?' 
I Each suite has its own balcony, satellite television, two telephone extensions, 
^equipped kitchenette, Jacuzzi bathroom. Tet 02-6263111 Fax:02-6260791 


ALON HOLIDAY APARTMENTS - new 5 star studios, in the very center of 
Jerusalem, air conditioned, kitchenette, private telephone, top design, completely 
refurbished. Tet 02-625-0002, Fax: 02-625-0008. E-msab aton@o-nrv.com 


MOUNT ZION HOTEL- next to Old City; family plan; Restaurants, Coffeeshop, Bar, 
Healthdub; aB kvge Citadel rms face Old City-WOW! Mamet wwwmountooocoJ 
Tefc 02-568 95KS, Fax: 02-6731425, e-mafe hotet@mountzk»vcoJ 


TIMES SQUARE RESIDENCE - On Jabotinsky Street, near the major hotels, 
luxurious apartments, 2 aid 5 rooms, fuNy equipped, kosher kitchens. 

Tel: 02-561-1236, Fax: 02-561-1235 


/rAMOT 2.PRIVATE. Pleasant,fofly furnished 2-room apartmentw/ganfen. (Linens^ 
[ .provided). Country setting. Magnificent forest view, Convenient transportation. 
\ ^AfiordabledaiiylWMy price. Ttefc 02-586 55T3, e-maB: rosteflshanLnet 

J ORDAN VALLEY _ 

/AFIKBNOFESH KIBBUTZ AFIKM-Vacation apartments & rooms. Kosher cuHne? 
I 3 minutes from the Kinneret Special offer for November: Sun-Thurs: 95 NIS, 
\ Jfteekendt 120 NIS. Prices per person per room TiBfc 06-6754190/1 Fax: 06-8754151^ 

i ^TANYA - ' . ", "• ;; ; v,-, z. ■ 

/"IdlZPE YAM HOTEL - situated on the Mediteranaan, 35 rooms all with baths, toilets, air^ 
I conditioned, telephone, TV, video & radio in every room, dining room, kosher, intimate 
\ bar, elevator, sun terrace on the roof, pariang, family atmosphere. Tel/Fax: 09-8823730. 


S POT YAM -CAESAREA _ 

/KEF YAM - Mediterranean Tourism offers a dream vacation which Includes: Holiday 
( apts., private beach, glass bottom boat, archaeology, tornado boat Call for 
V reservations: 06-6 3 6 4444/ 70, Fax: 06-636 22t1.wwwJoBt-yan\xoJI 


T EL AVIV _ 

r LAGUR BAIR luxurious apartments in the ranter of Tel Aviv near Dfzengoff Center 
Studio apartments for 2-3 people Including a kitchenette, air-conditioning & cable 
TV. 138 Dizengotf St, Tel Aviv Tefc 03-527 2586 Fax:03-5247033 


' SCOTTISH GUEST HOUSE-Centra of Tiberiaa. Historic and beautiful buildings 
In lovely gardens. Ml rooms private facilities and air conrftioning. Special rates 
^during December & January. Tel: 06-6723709, Fax: 06-6790145^ 

Z1 CHRON YA’ACOV _ 

r BEIT MAIMON - A small famfly-fun hotel All rooms air-conditioned with telephone 
& TV. Its famous Casa Barone restaurant serves home-cooked meals on the 
picturesque temca. Fax: 06539 6547, Tet 06-629 0390, e-mail: malmon@pobaoLcorn 


WHERETO STAY 


[ Bait i 

RED MOUNTAIN HOTEL 

Nisl30per pom per gijiu iod. hmk&a 
* Luxurious rooms 
*T.V and video 
it Personal safes 

★ Mini bar 

★ Heated swimming pool 

★ Exercise room 


WHERETO RENTACAR» WHERETO RENT A CAR » WHERETO RENT A CAR M WHERETO RENT A CAR 


AVIS "We try harder 

Tel Aviv 03® 1752 

Ben Gurion Airport 03-9773200 
Jerusalem 02® 9001 

USA 201-816-8157 

London 44-181-848-8733 


Cal-Auto 

For the Best Deal in Town- 
We offer you more 

Special season/weekend rates 

Phone 

Tel Aviv: 03-8391307 
Telefax: 03-5370511 
We wm deliver the car to you. 


!Ni7 


• Forthe best&mt reliable service 

•Special offers available \ 

• Delivery & Airport service | 

Tel: 09-7408822,09-7400383 
98 RamatavBn, Hod Hasharon J 



pfilrff^infsrael 1 fnterna^ohWWMf^ 



ARROWWOOD NTHTNAT10NAL - world leaders in timeshare nesses, 1999 specials 
now released, red gold crown week lor less than 2000 dollars (US). 
Phone Solly or Sharon at 09-7415356,053-872111. 


CLUB SALE- for puchasefeala/tental of holiday weeks In all timesharing diiVhotete 
- Israel and worldwide! Tel: 09-862 6054,052-991645. 


COMPETITIVELY PRICED APARTMENTS m Sat, Tiberias & Jerusalem] if you 
want to sefl, puchase, or rent your one stop addksss is MAZTRAP Center- Wxft, 
let 08-934 9601, Fax: 08-934 9602. 


COLLECT USA and ALL INTERNATIONAL CALLS: DIAL 1-800-833-555 

Dial the above Toft-Free number from ANY telephone in Israel and the International 
Operator will connect your cal coflecl to the USA or bffled to any major Credit Card. 



J ERUSALEM _ 

C Wsit TOP* Jerusalem Jewish information Center, 54 Habad St, above the Cado, Jewish 
1/4, TO 02-628 8968-information, books, tapes and videos on Judaism SZtonom. Write 
to topOacfeMiLcaJ for bee weeklyTorah stucfes or explore MtpyAvwadsraefrisKx»3/top 






A LL OVER THE COUNTRY _ 

/“KBBUTZMMBr-Rooms in Jerusalem, TefAviv; E3at + 30 KTOufcB/aOurseledkx^ 
I Yran, Massada, Alumot, Kfar Rupin, Megiddo (North), Bachan, Negba (Coast), Keramkn, 
V ^Gvitot. Bn Yahav, Hot (Negev) TO 07-656 5422,052-713 630, Fane 07-656 5135. j 

G ALILEE _ 

Z 'GAUL BA B- Country lodgings with kitchenette, beautiful, c o m f ort a ble aid spacious!*^ 
( Suitabto also for large famines. Great location In heart of natural oak forest Near 
^tourist attractions. Open y ear around. TM/Fax: 04-968 6412,0S1-558 88Q. , 

G ALILEE ■■ KFAR YUVAL _ 

/ORNA'S CORNER B&B-In a delightful moshavetosa to natural springs, Golan) 
I Heights and Mount Harmon. Lovely cahfri suites. Compteteiy fimlshed, very peacefoi, 
V ^wfflT n hcsprtafity. Tel: 06-694 0007. j 

G AULEE-MOUNTAINS _ 

/VEGETARIAN BED & BREAKFAST - in beautiful, peaceful Amirkn village between> 
I Karmld and Safad. "Anglo Saxons*, Consular staff and nature kweree^wciallywelccma 
^EngBsh spoken and tmderstoodPhiffipCarnpbeB Tetftoc 06-698 904 5,052-365 996^ 

G AULEE-WESTERN _ 

MBRENDA'S COTTAGES BAB - At Moshav Ben-Ami near Naharfya and the sea. 

I Charming units with all amenities. Lange patios. B8Q facilities, wonderful holiday 
^atmosphere and warm hospitality- Brenda and Bobby: Tet 04-982 2320 _ 

■J ERUSALEM __ • • 

/T^IRCAWA HOTEL-Smafl fantfy hotel located in the heart of Jerusalem. MinufeS^ 
[ away frtxn old city. Clean and tidy rooms. Reasonable rates. Tel: 02-6221998, 

V Fax:02-6221658. J 


f UTTLE HOUSE IN THE COLONY-The smallest hotef In Jerusalem! 16 ak-COTxfitloned 
{ rooms, t\ the teal of the G»man Colony, peacrfuJ slre^. Doiile rooms S55VB9. Skigtes 
\ ^£39/59. Ttel: 02-563 7641, Fax: 02-563 7645, e-maB: roekmltQnetvisfonjetl 

T EL AVIV _ 

f THE GORDON INN GUEST HOUSE- Near Tel Avhr beachfront A dean, comfortrtie'' 
[ attemativeto expensive hotels. Fiiy aircondltioned. Sngte rooms &omUS$41JX). Tfefc 
V 03-523823^ Fax: 03-5237419; www4nLca3/gordon-inn,E-mAdeepinBMerx)BtJi 



C ENTRAL ISRAEL _ 

^HASMONEANVUiAiffi--An authority re-creation from the days of the Maccabees^ 
j located In the ModTin area, adjacent to Route 443. Lots ofactMUes for children and 
V their parents. Fluent Engfish. Tel: 08-8261817. 


/ RSHWG R«W-MOSHAV TALSHACHAR recreation picnic site: Two fishing pods-mousht 
I aid carpi Lawns and dated seeling areal Play eqiipment for cMdreaRsh end meatrestauw* 
V ^Open from 9 ajtu-apjn.Mttt,Thure. 9 aiti-mfartghLltt 08 -9348089 ,050-359 327. 

G ENERAL _ 

f SAVE TIME AND MONEY-Contact Judy at SIGHTSEEING TOURS, 81 HayariraT 
1 St, Tel Aviv Tel: 03-417 6248, Ftoc 03-517 8835 (from abroad fax: 972-3-517-8835). 
y ^Bookkig daily sightseeing tous to a> of Israel Jordan and Egypt 

J AFFA PORT _ 

f GALLEHY/PR1NT WORKSHOP - H*-S Printers & Publishers, Jaffa Pot, Main Gata fine'' 
I Art prlnts/orlglnal paintings, artlat books, Israeli and International artists. 

6834.a m.-Thu^aflQ-17J0;F : ri. 1030-14^0ofbyappt wwwAitefartco J/harel^ 

NORTHERN ISRAEL 

/TOUR GUIDE - Tours of Northern Israel with licensed Engfish speaking tour guide!' 
I Accommodations at beautiful Bed & Breakfast. Reasonable rates. 
y Call Mark - Tel: 06-683 6292, 051-518 827, 06-696 3 502 Fax: 06-68 3 8000 ^ 

SAFED_ ' 

/^ASCENT - Your base in the North far Jewish mysticism- Best youth hostel, greaf N 
[ location. Dafly classes, tours, Jewish MuW-Meda Center, weekly diabbatons, special 
y jemjnars- IPX off with this ad. Tab 06-6921364, fax: 06-6921942. _ 

S HARON AREA _ 

/rADAIM - Beautiful & original gffts^y Israel artfsts & crafts people, ceramics, jewelry 1 
j cloths, woodwork, painting, and more... for every occasion. Browse and enjoy. 
\ ^1B Harcarmel St (ftfidrachoy Yefushateyim) Kfar Saba Tafc 09-766 2468. _ 

T EL AW _ 

/^YDOfSHSPEL"-Israel's NaMond Yiddish Theater. Yiddsh dassks by an outstanding*' 1 
j theater group. A genuine Jewish experience. At ZOA House, Tel Am To reserve: 

V 1-800-444-680. Don't miss i£ 


Sir/ 

fV Reserv ation * 

• For the best AnwstralHbte service 
■Wb otter you more 

• Denny & Airport service 

IbL 02-2538 991 Fax 02-538 9921 
M 03-677 4454 , 


CRUISES 


DISCOUNTED CRUISES 

WINTER CRUISE ON 
LUXURY CRUISE SHIP 

Ptxme Judy or Arthur 
Teh 03-5176248 Fat 03-517B835 
Greentours.in^vtansL 1 
Tel (euss): Arffiur 09-9575656 ■ 


MEET ISRAELIS 


WORLD OF SINGLES 

ISRAEL ■ ENGLAND 

• BELGIUM * GLSLA. • CANADA 

CA ROL 

20 Successful ■pSpSHfl 

Years MatcbingK,^ 

Professionals &BSjl ^ /jvaj 
Business People. 

^^8847294, 03-5220283, 

I 07-6334640 


Being single 

doesn't mean to be alone! , 
Give us a call! 1 
it may just change your life. 
The Marriage Connection 
Bezalel 8 Jerusalem 
Tel. 02-624 6619 . 


^ ANGL0-1SRAEL 
INTERNATIONAL SINGLES 

Well established global 
introduction service and 
marriage bureau 
Discretion far people without 
their hnowledge mm** 


HOME SERVICES 


TUUfflSTfConcerned otio^yvurhoiwfai 
JBaaalHnTTher you need HOftECARB 

• In yauratOHice we matnain 4. 

• Betase you trrtwe w pnpare k. 

• AI repairs, improwmants, krtvWual 
requframents cotcml toprataskmty 

Becsun HOWOWE Is a conpcMnsn hone 
managBmeni A makuenam senon tar 
peopta •» youNtu oeaca <fl nM is ow 
eoneam, jowanjoymert our priority 
Because we cam. 

•Sk» 1388 

For itaMs oentad DanU Hiitaar 
Telt&«1991B Finx. OMBiaSSB 


L MOBILE PHONE RENTAL 





Howtolrafe 



A U. OVER THE COUNTRY _ 

/^ SOODMORNPIGJBBUSALai Short term FDoms and apartmanls, ftgifahed, N1 siZHS^ 
I Low prices. Tet 02-823 3458, Fax: 02-625 9330, e-mafc gmjerttnetvision.netfl 
V hUp^/wwwLaccommodafionjxuI 


BEST QUALITY AND CHEAPeOT diort term holiday rentals in Nrtanya, Ra’anana, 
Kfar Saba, Herzliya, Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, etc. Tel/Fax: 09-8352116 e-mail: 
Q afhn CnetvWoimetJ 


T EL AVIV _ 

f Organtre a church group for a wonderful Holy Land pilgrimage. As a epoup organizer 
j you and/or your minteter/priest could travel FREE. Fax your details and phone minber 
V to Arthur GoJdberg, Fax:03-5179001. 




WHERETO EAT 



WRVANA - Afl rooms overiooking the Dead Sea. Private beach, stySsh and ftibnate 
heaHhdub. Spa treatments indude Mud Wraps. Massages, Thalassotherapy, Beauty 
treatments. Tet 07-658 4626. 


NEWLY RENOVATED short-term suites & apartment fully famished prime locations 
up to 7 beds, let 03-523 008ft Fax: 03-522 3129; e-fnafl: omegatfvemterjwtfl 


QUALITY APARTMENTS & HOUSES - For holiday rentals In NETANYA and 
CAESAREA. Fitfy furnished and equipped homes for short/tang term. Netaiya Red 
Estate Tel/Fax: 09-884 6544» e-mail: netreOmteuietJ 



JERUSALEM _ 

ANGaORfSTORANTE ITAUANO - Frommerts 1998 Guide says, The most superb pasta 
b the country...” Also fresh fish & Roman specialties. Kosher Dairy. Outstanding business 
lunch 12-5 pun. NIS 35. S Hortanos. dosed Friday. For reservations. Tfefc 02-623 6095. 

DARNA- Authentic Moroccan Restaurant, KOSHER. Our home is your home. Business 
haich; salads, couscous, dessert, traditional mint tea. Only NIS 89 with this ad. Open 12^0 
-3:00 pJTL, &30-1150 p^n. 3 Horionos St Tbfc 02-624 5406. _ ___ ^ 

BJCALYPTUS-The taste of Israel from Biblical Days. Rave reviews! Excellent meat fish 

6 vegetarian dishes enhanced by^*masterful use of herbsand spices. Luncheon specials. 
Kcahy. NEW/UXWESS: 4 WkarSafrapty Hall CompteQ. Te l 02^24 4331. 

HECHAL SHLOMO - RESTAURANT/CATERERS saving you the best, freshest, most 
defcfous food in an axefisive snvinxvnertf. Functions for up to 150. Brft MBahs, Bar fctovahs, 

7 Brachos, special occasions, 58 Wng-Geotge St, Gfett KosherrineaL Tet 02-622 3312 

JiHa a x atgjjg: -s-=» Ln ~— -- J — ■■ , ^“* 3=sr 

MARVAD HAKSAMIN ORIENTAL RESTAURANT - Mid-Eastern and Yemenite food; 
Kwterftoeat Open for lunch & (firm tiB 11:00 jury SuiL-Thurs^ Fit« 3^)0 pm 16 King 
Gt^a.-JiodtoCftveO.TbtO^^ _ ...__ 

NORMAifs STEWCN BURGER-Roshesfisuigcrs, steaks, ite, chfcken, fish, salads and 
thesh, gfed to perfectiori. American ^yte food and servica Kosher Jerosalan Rabbinate. 
27findcRefeim, Qeonan Gotony.lbfc 02-586 6603. 


A J erusa l em lan d ma ric -HfMON RESTAURANT Grflled Meats and NBdcte Eastern ctiskiB. 
CAFE RIMON Dairy and Fish. Superb pastry. Indoor-outdoor seating. Gfatt Kosher 
Limehacfon, 4 Lurtz St faff Midraehov)- Tet 02^24 3712. 


SIGMUND COW4ER BISTRO/CAFE-Art Deco EDeccr-Serving crepes, soups, sandwiches, 
shstes and brewed coflees. Reasonable prices. Sut-This^ 11 ajn.-1 am. Fit 9 am-hexr before 
Shattt^ Sat hotr ate Shaf^-1 am Koshec Comer AzzaWarl Sts. IbL 02563-9212. 

THE 7® PLACE- Popular Jerusalem dining spot authentic Southern Indian and dairy 
cuisine. Spacious, brfcht and friendfy. Live show every night Kosher. 37 Hfflel St (Beit Agron 
- the joumafcts center). Tel: 02-625 4495. 


1DNVS‘GERNEBl THE ARCtES*--irique reslafant ccftafehap in ai andert ausader buUng 
rigWnexttotheKrtBLbtensiVBda&ymentil^^Lineha^B^am-IQ^p^McWBl 
Shabbat until 11:30. Also private functions. 174 Hagai St fm the turmd). 02-627-7781. 

TZADDUCS - Jerusalem's Real Authentic New Vtxk Del Corned beet roast beef, brisket 
pastrami, salanti, all-beef hot dogs, HAH bagels, draft beet Kosher Umehadrin. 2 Hfferet 
Ytsrael St, The Jewish Quarto. 9:00 aJYL-Kt00 pjn. Tet (C-627 2148. 


ROSH PINA 

B’BMfTrSHEL RAEA-Jn the heart of old Rosh Pina, find an intimate 


THE PIE SHOP -TEA A PfE, DONT PASS ME by, kosher, sweet & savoury pie s, dairy 
menu; soups, safaris, toasts, specialty drinks. Open 11:00 am-12 rridnfeht 9 Mae) Solomon 
(back yard). Tafc 02-624 8712. _ _ 

RESTAURANT - MR5HKEJJOT SHAANANB4 - Superb Frwwh cuisine for lunch & efinner, 7 
days a week. Qutstancffiig wine cellar, elegant setting -spectacxjlar view-pivate room. 
Located In YenWi Mo^e (below the Guest House). Tbt 02-6251042. 


Goumid caokmg and reasonable prices, telefax: 0fr693 6192 




RH®.- Candie fight^lWng in an elegant dec* Fresh fssn ana nome^naoe pasa. no™ 
Umdudrin - Oaky Busftess lunch ftom 39.10 King David St (Dpp New HBton Hotel}. 
Open Sat hfles-TM: 0M22 2312. 




ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL PACKAGES 

which indude the 

International Edition, trench Edition, 
This Week in Israel and Internet 


HOW TO TRAVEL FROM ISRAEL - ZION TOURS - TTw largest North American 
agency in Israel. Your ONE STOP travel center! Tel: 02-625 4326. e-maif: 
martafon@netvfetonjTetfl 


TIME SHARING -In Tenerife. Sale at a very special rate. 2 weeks in July 
in luxurious apartments in Tenerife. Demi: miss iUS Teh 03-938-6258 



100 Continuous days 
at a very special rate 

only NIS 12.82 per day 
Single column Box only NIS 18.72 per day 

To appear in this special tourism column 
or tor more details send fax to: 

100 DAYS 
Fax. 02-5388 408 
or call Tel Aviv Area 
Tel. 03-639 0333 (Ruthie) 

Fax. 03-639 0277 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


RATES 


PRICES ARE AS FOLLOWS - All rates 
include VAT: 

Single Weekday - NlS 157.95 for 10 
words (minimum), each additional word 
NlS 15.79. 

FRIDAY AND HOLIDAY EVE - NlS 
245.70 10 words (minimum), each addi¬ 
tional word NlS 2457. 

TWO FRIDAYS - NlS 402.48 tor 10 

words, (minimum), each additional word 
NlS 40.24. 

MONDAY. WEDNESDAY and FRI¬ 
DAY (package) - NlS 351 lor 10 words 
(minimum).each additional word - NlS 
35.10 

WEEK RATE (6 Insertions} - NlS 503.10 
for io words (minimum), each adrfitkmal 
word-NlS 50.31. 

4 FRIDAYS • NlS 643.50 for 10 W0rd5 
(minimum), eech additional word - NlS 
64.35. 

MONTHLY-{24 Insertions) - NlS 1228.50 
for 10 words (minimum), each additional 
word - NlS 122.B5. 

Rates are valid from December 15, 
1998. 


DEADUNES offices: 

Jerusalem ■ weekdays: 12 noon the day 
before publication; for Friday 4 p.m. on 
Thursday. 

Tel Aviv and Haifa - weekdays: 12 
noon, 2 days before publication: for Friday 
and Sunday: 4 p.m. Thursday in Tel Aviv 
and 12 noon Thursday in Haifa. 

For classified enquiries plBase call 
02-5315644. 


DWELLINGS 


General 


WHERE TO STAY 


DWELLINGS 


General 


DWELLINGS 


Jerusalem Area 


THE JERUSALEM INN 
Hotel 

Private Bathroom -Telephone-T.V. 
Tel. 02-625-2757 
Guesthouse 
B.0. doubles / family rooms 
Tel. 02-625-1294 
Best value accomodations. 


DWELLINGS 


Jerusalem Area 


HOLIDAY RENTALS 

REHAVIA, ELEGANTLY FURNISHED 
3 room apartment Ground floor, garden, 
fully equipped, tosher, very quiet, an Ben 
Malmon, from 15 January - 30 April, 1999. 
Tel. /Fax. 02-563-7460. ~ 


MOSHAV BEIT NEKOFA - Arab Style 
house, 2-5 rooms, garden, unfurnished, 
fight, lovely location. $400. Immediate. 
Tel. 052-600-606. 


GIVAT YEAR1M, villa, luxurious. 6 
rooms, balconies, garden, parking, view. 
Tel. 02-534-2471, 052-635-157. 
1794916) 

RENTALS! RENTALSI RENTALS! 
Jerusalem rentals In most areas from 
S750. HABITAT REAL ESTATE. Tel. 
Charma, 02-561-1222. [20671 
E-maJL portico ©netvisbn.netjl 


DWELLINGS 


Jerusalem Area 


WHERE TO STAY 


Tel Aviv 


HOLIDAY RENTALS 


SALES 


RENTALS 


JERUSALEM LODGES LTD. 
Short and long term rentals 
Bed and breakfast 



P.O. Box 4233, Jerusalem 91044. 

|Tel. 02-5611745, Fax: 02-563-7566 
e-mail: jerel@jerel.co.il 


MOTZA-IL1T. FURNISHED STUDIO, 
kftehenette, bulit-ln cupboards, separate 
entrance at private villa, parking. Tel. 02- 
534-2824. 

ALKALAyT 3, CABLE, kosher, fur- 
ntshed, 1 st floor, garden, large, monthly/ 
annual. Tel. 050-507-330 (N.S.) [796371] 

HARAV BERLIN, 2.5, FURNISHED, 
1st floor, garden, tosher, quiet monthly or 
annual. ffll 050-507-330 (N-S.) [796371] 

TCHERNIKOVSKY, 4,.FURNISHED, 
kosher, 3rd floor modern, equipped, 
monthly or annual, Tel. 050-507-330 
(N.S.) [796371] 

3 BEDROOM APARTMENT, EAST TAL- 
PIOT, attractive, partially furnished, 
ground floor with large patio. Available 
Nov. 15 - Dec. 1, tor one year, possibly 
longer. S75Q/month. Tet. 02-671-4210 
(NS). _ 

MEVASSERET STUDIO APARTMENT, 
private entrance, unfurnished, patio, im¬ 
mediate occupancy. Tel. 02-581-8689. 

MEVASSERET, SAVYONIM SECTION, 
5 room luxurious cottage, patio, under¬ 
ground parking, private entrance,unfur¬ 
nished, immediate occupancy. Tel. 02- 
581-8669. 



MUST SELL! GHVAT-CANADA - luxury 
duplex, 5.5. + 3 tor income, Indoor park¬ 
ing, view, garden, $450,000. flexible. 
Tel. 02-623-1593(D) (NS). Tel. 02-076- 
1415(EXNS), Fax. 02-623-1537. [20073] 


habitat real estate 


Jerusalem quality sales & rentals 
in all areas ■ ask Mayir 


tel: (02) 5611 222 fax: (02) 5611176 


Email: porticoSnelvision.net. 


MUSRARA, APARTMENT IN Arab 
buHding, unique, 80 meters, gallery, reno¬ 
vated. stylized. Tel. 02-534-1471, 050- 
312-601.) 

REHAVIA, 4.5, LUXURIOUS, + ap¬ 
pliances, big garden, (Tabu), machson. 
BETTER BArfT. Tel. 02-563-9345. 
[21049] 

HABITAT EXCLUSIVE REAL ES- 
TATE, Arnona, 4, balconies, terrace, 
spacious! $310,000. Tel. Ehud, 02-561- 
2222. [20669] 

E-mall: portico enetvtston.netJI 

HABITAT EXCLUSIVE REAL ES- 
TATE, Sha'are Chesed House, 200 + m„ 
garden, balcony / terrace, can extend! 
Great opportunity) Special prlcel Tel. 
Mayir. 02-561-1222. [20674] 

E-mail: portico 6 netvlslon.netil 


For Tourists & Businessmen 

Luxury holiday apartments, fully- 
cqiripped ki t che n ette - abort/Iong mm 

Tel. 03-629-0107, 052-453127 
Fox. (0-620-0108 

homepagKlhpnrm.imsrMLeonUhdu 
E-ttuui: r uarumamQnetvi sumjietJl 


RENTALS 


NEW PENTHOUSES AND apartments, 
near beach, furnished/unfurnished. THE 
KEY, TeL 03-524-4496. [19486] 


SALES 


SALE-PINKAS WEIZMANN, 4.5 + 
basement parking, security, beautiful 
kitchen. Tel. 03-805-5110, 050-756-279 
(private). [795314] 


DWELLINGS 


Sharon Area 


SALES/RENTALS 

HEHZUYA PmiAH, GOOD selection of 
quality houses/apartments, for sale or 
rent. Exclusive OREN & DUNSKY. Tel. 
09-957-3096.(0201] 


Drive 
Carefully 


Central Election Committee for the 
15TH Knesset and the Prime Minister 

ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING 
FORMS FOR NOMINATION OF 
CANDIDATES FOR PRIME MINISTER 


It is hereby announced that forms are available 
for the nomination of candidates for Prime 
Minister in accordance with Regulation 
12(gimmel) of the'election regulations for the 
Knesset and Prime Minister, 1973. The forms 
can be obtained from the offices of the Central 
Election Committee for the 15th Knesset and 
the Prime Minister, at the Knesset building in 
Jerusalem, from today, Monday, December 
28,1998 between the hours: 

8 a.m.-l p.m. and 2 p.m.-6 p.m. 

In order to obtain the forms advance 
arrangements must be made for 
authorization to enter the Knesset building 
by telephoning 02-675-3407 or fax 02-566-9855. 




Forms will not be sent by mail. 


l98Za_<kLaD 




Bar-llan University 




Require 

COORDINATOR 

Division of Global Development 

Position No. 11/98 

Description: 

Coordinating the ongoing administrative work of the Division in addition 
to assisting division Director in management of University s global fundraising 
campaign. 

Responsibilities: 

Supervision of Division's snpport staff - organization of work flow. 
Budget preparation. § 

Independent correspondence in English and Hebrew including minutes. 
Active assistance in proposal writing; editing. 

Requirements: 

Superb organizational and administrative skills. 

Computer expertise, including word processing and data base management 
Writing abilities proposal writing and correspondence, including editing. 
Excellent interpersonal skills with ability to forge and work within team 
environment. 

Ability to work under pressure and work flexible hours. 

Mother tongue English with excellent knowledge of Hebrew. 

five years demonstrated experience required. Preference given to candidates | 
with background in fundraising or non-profit administration. 

Reply with handwritten cover letter and typed CV, noting position number. | 
certificates and recommendations to: 

Division of Homan Resources, Bar-Dan University, Ramat Gan 529001 


•••V.'.v*: 



:wmmm u® motbinwinw 

H mtCSTOU UN AFTOROl 




The Encyclopedia of Judaism - 768 
large pages, one volume definitive 
work with over one thousand articles, 
magnificently illustrated with 
three hundred photos of items of 
Jewish religious and national life. 
The encyclopedia editorial panel 
headed by Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder 
reflects the balance and diversity of 
contemporary Judaism. 


DWELLINGS 


Sharon Area 


BED & BREAKFAST. WARM at¬ 
mosphere, private shower, TV in room, 
many extras. French Hill, Jerusalem 
S30 for a single, $50 for a couple. 
Apartment rental short or tong term.. 
FuRy equipped 3 bedroom apartment in 
Tiberias . Tef. 972-2-581-0870, Fax. 
972-2-581-1385. E-Mail: 

sasha8lpost-co.il 


DWELLINGS 


NETfiNYfi REfiL ESTATE 


Herat Price! Bed Locations! 

CBflRAL 2+da^i5Tished. Only $115,000 
NICE 4 central, near MCI and shops. 


$155,000 

•JABOnfSKYStarge $ 160,000 

•USS&KMN&5 rooms upgraded $165#» 

*SHLQH0HAHELECH3+saaiteiN l 
balcony 8168^000 

• DAVID HAUaECH Upgraded 4 rooms, 

near sea & center $160^00 

■ NnZA2targasBajri8n. Only 5175^)00 

• NTZA 3 tig, possite to make 4 moms, aeanew 
(lowest priced 3 rooms on Nttza) S205.000 


reduced to $235,000 

• NDZAGrB^loca&on.Lpwssr 4 room Oat on 

Ntza. Semite*. OnJyS25D,W» 

We sell and rent everything!... 
...so why go elsewhere? 

Morrie, Carol, Barry i 
The Quality Team ’ 


Tel./Fax 09-8846544 


.: \1QDavW HajndocJi Stroot / 

= -- ‘E «jdre f w 8WaaieQl l' 

Vtaft Darimb^Rest: wwmnBtmB&ratatoJWt 


DWELLINGS 


Haifa and North 


SALES 


Jerusalem 


INVESTMENT 

MAKES COMMERCIAL SENSE! An 
Ideal opportunity to Invest in United King¬ 
dom Property. 14% + return. Contact 
Mayir. HABITAT INTERNATIONAL REAL 
ESTATE. TeL 02-561-1222. [206781 
E-mail: portkx>Onetvisionjiet.H 


SERVICES 


Jerusalem 


GENERAL 


PALMISTRY, INDIVIDUAL READ¬ 
INGS and consultations. Andres, Tei. 02- 
624-7259. 


LAUNDRY 


-DRIVE CLEAN- - SERVICE to cus¬ 
tomer, tree pick-up and delivery. Dry 
cleaning, curtains, carpets. Also laun¬ 
dry and ironing. 47 Rehov Haoren, Me- 
vaserret Open from 8 - B. TeL 02-533- 
0007. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


General 


HOUSEHOLD HELP 

, AU.PAIR, FOR • twins, 36 months,.. ljgM 
housework, Mod'in. References. Tel. 
08-972-5760, TeL'052-574-987.' • 1 ■ 


EXCELLENT JOB OPPORTUNITIES, 
tor au pairs, domestic help, childcare and 
caregivers for the elderly. Great condi¬ 
tions. High safa/y. live in/ouL countrywide. 
Tef, 03-688-6767, 052-891034, [14454] 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


Tel Aviv 


HOUSEHOLD HELP 

HOUSEKEEPER REQUIRED, LIVE- 
IN, cooking, references. Tel. 03-641- 
4306. 050-237-227. [796393] 


DON'T DESPAIR- BECOME an au 
palm Don't delay- phone lodayl! Au pair 
International has available the most prom¬ 
ising and Interesting Rve-ln job offers in Is¬ 
rael. Phone 24 hours 03-618-0423. 

(IS0B3J 

IMMEDIATE AU-PAIR JOBS available, 
friendliest families, best conditions, the 
agency with a heart for the Au Pairs. 
Call Hilma: (03) 965-9937. pwiswi 

EXCLUSIVE AU PAIR AGENCY in 
North Tel Aviv seeking qualified, intelli¬ 
gent candidates. High salaries. TeL 
050-620-894. [20053] 

HIGH SALARY FOR metapeiet, possi¬ 
ble five-in, good conditions. 03-676-3183. 
[782722] 

MEN/WOMEN, LJVE-IN/LIVE-OUT, 
art-time/full-time. Tel. 03-512-4059. 
7-280-280. [795195] 


B 


OFF1CE STAFF 



A LARGE IMPORT company based in 
Tel Aviv seeks a full-time, highly skilled 
secretary to general manager. E/H corre¬ 
spondence. Computer literate. Fax CV in 
English to: 03-683-9636. [653393] 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


Sharon Area 


VEHICLES 


Tel Aviv 




HOUSEHOLD HELP 

LOOKING FOR FEMALE house¬ 
keeper, to live out G days a week, 4 
hours, morning. TbL 050-498-264. 

WARM FAMILY SEEKS housekeeper, 
by Kfar Sabs, live-in. childcare (baby). 
TeL09-749-4463. [9854775] 


WORKERS WANTED: 2,3 times per 
week, (Hve-in possible). Tel. 03-512- 
4058, 057-280-800. [795194] 


PURCHASE/SALES 


Jerusalem 


COMPUTER EQUIPMENT 

FOR SALE: XANTE Accel-a-Wrfter, B& 
W printer tar A-4 and A-3 paper, Ana con¬ 
ditions, good for PC or Mac. Tel: 02- 
9973735 (NS) _ 

HOUSEHOLD GOODS 

BEAUTIFUL SOLID MAHOGANY dln- 
I set + 2 piece china cabinet Tel. 02- 
‘ B172, 050-587-610 (N.S.) [796372] 


PURCHASE/SALES 


_ Haifa and North _ 

_ FOR SALE _ 

DECEMBER SALEI! 20% REDUC- 
TTONSI Caffs gift shop. ShutamH Hotel, 
KJryat Safer 15, Ahuza, Haifa. Open 8 - 
8. 


VEHICLES 


General 

GENERAL 


IN HAIFA (DANIAk exclusive, invested 
villa, 400 sq.m. / 900 sq.m. Tel. 04-834- 
3705, 050-268-798. [796451] 


BUSINESS OFFERS 


__ARIEPAL0GE 

| QUALITY NEW t USED CARS 
[I TAX FREE & UNRESTRICTED 
Buying > Selling • Trading * Leasing 
Celebrating 25Ifans- CotmtmrideSemoe 
Passport-* Passport - Our Specialty 
TeL 050-240-977. TeL/Fax. 02-652-37351 


PASSPORT 


MERCEDES-BENZ S320, 199B mod¬ 
el, black metallic, leather interior, all ex¬ 
tras: sun roof, park-distance control, navi¬ 
gator, GSM phone, 17,000 km„ net export 
price DM 7B,000 (FOB German port). 
Contact Michael Gerhardt Automobiles, 
Germany, Tel. 49-451-499-3851/2. Fax. 
49-451 -499-3853/4. In Israel Tel. 050- 
454-044. ]21361) 


VEHICLES 


Jerusalem 


MITSUBISHI STATION, GLX1, 1994, 
46,000km, excellent condition, automat¬ 
ic. TeL 02-652-3735, 050-240-977. 
[19478] _ 

UNRESTRICTED 

FIATTIPO, DGT, 1991, 1.6 cc. new 
motor, automatic, metallic, fully loaded, 
power steering, very economical & ele- 

» ant. Inexpensive. Tel. 02-993-1493 
IS.), 050-316-715 (NJS.) (21051] 


SUBARU STATION, 1993, 1.6 cc. au¬ 
tomatic, power steering, orthopedic seats, 
radio-tape, full security system, AC. low 
mileage. Perfect car. at discount price. 
TeL 02-993-T580 (N.S.),- 050-31 £-715 
• (N.S.) .[2HE0J- ' •• T ; 

1985, PEUGEOT, 305, automatic, good 
condition, 120.000km, below book. Tel. 
02-586-6080 (NS). 121479] 


DAEWOOD SSANGYONG CORAN; 
DO jeep 4x4, manual diesel, 
lentcS^,W.^ CeBM^Tel.03- 
527-0621,050-717-881. [794159] 

FORD SESTIZA, 1992, autom^ 
small car. full extra* as nw condftton. 
Guaranteed, excellent car, 54,390. Call 
Mark anytime- Tel. 03-527-0021. 050- 
717-981. [794158] 

FORD PHODE, 1991 GT, manual. 2 

km. Call Mark anytime. Tel. 03-627-0621, 
050-717-981. [794159] _ 

FORD PROBE 199.1, 2 doOri 5 seats 
automatic, very luxunouf. 
mibm control, white, low km., acowent 
car Call Mark. Tel. 050-717-881,03-527- 
0627. [794159]_ 

HONDA ACCORD 1988, wanual. **: 
ceOent condition. fuB ©rims. 53.900 
Mark anytime. Tel. 03-527-0621,050- 
717-981. [794159]_ 

MERCEDES 240, DIESEL, 1978,1 
manual, red, full extras, $4,900. CM" 
Mark. Tal. 03-527-0621. 050-717-981. 
[794150] _._ 

MITSUBISHI STARION, 19M.2 
doors, manual, 5 seats, air-condtttorting, 
radio-cassette, vary attractnra car. W^00- 
Call Mark any time. Tel. 050-717-981. 
[794159] _•_ 

PONTIAC GRAND-AM. 1*92, au¬ 
tomatic, vary luxurious, full extras, $5,900. 
Ca« Mark. TeL 03-527-0621. 050-717- 
981. [794150] _ 

SAAB 90001, 1994, automatic, excel¬ 
lent, new concfition, full extras, metallic 
dark, very luxurious car. $9.MM3- 
Mark any time. Tel. 03-527-0621. 050- 
717-961. [794159] 

VOLVO 240 GL, 1986 . manual RHD, 
original, excellent condition, full extras. 
$2,900. Calf Mark anytime. Tel. 03-527- 
0621,050-717-981. [794159] 

VW GOLF GTt, 1991, auto, excelled 
condition, 4 doors. 5 seats, full extras, -& 
new, silver, $5,500. Call Mark. Tel. 0.*- 
527-0621,050-717-98 f. [794159] 

CHEVY LUMINA, 1998, only 4.500 km.. 
as new, automatic, green, radio-cas¬ 
sette. alarm and immobilizer., telephone 
stand, book price. Tel. 03-064-6605. 
052-938-962 (Annie). [795460] 

VW GOLF GTI, 1990. manual, dark 
blue, 2 doors, 5 seats, full extras, 54,500. 
Call Mark. Tel. 03-527-0621. 050-717- 
961. [794159] 

VW GOLF GTI. diesel. 1992. dark blue, 
manual, excellent condition, very cheap to 
run, full extras, $4900. Can Mark. Tel. 03- 
527-0621. 050-717-981. [794159] 

CADILLAC SEVILLE, 1983, automat- 
ic, collector's item, full extras, excellent 
condition. 3.8 cc., 2 colors. $5,900. Call 
Mark. Tel. 03-527-0621. 050-717-981. 
[794159] 


VEHICLES 


Sharon Area 


£ 


PASSPORT 


VEHICLES 


Tel Aviv 


PASSPORT 


DAEWOOD PRINCE 1996, manual, 
luxury car. tun extras, excellent condition. 
Don't miss out! $6,500. CaU Mark any¬ 
time. Tel. 03-527-0621. 050-717-981. 
[794159] 


1992 GOLF, AUTOMATIC, pfeteering. 
AC. 4 door, low ton., 1 white, 1 dk. blue, 
great buy. $4,900. Tei. 052-423-3327. 
09-742«517. (784005] • 

1994 GRAND CHEROKEE LTD., while, 
full leather, full options, no accidents, 
no oft road accidents, small mileage, 
must be seen. Tourist or Diplomat Tel. 
052-423-327, 09-742-9517. [794905] 

OLEH - OLEH -1998 Toyota Carola Sta- 
tlon GLI, automatic, full option. Can 
only be described as new. Big saving. 
Coming soon. Tel. 052-423-327. 09-742- 
9517. [794905] 

TOURIST ONLY, 1996 L 300, 10 seats, 
manual, p/steerlng. AC. 1st hand, white, 
average km., cheap price. Tel. 052-423- 
327. 09-742-9517. [794905] 


The Funds Department 
of The Jerusalem Post 
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Mail this coupon to us with payment enclosed (minimum 10 word™ 


COUPON 

10 % 

OFF 


□ ONETIME insertion 
a 3 TIMES 

□ 6 TIMES (FULL WEEK) 

Starting Date__ 

AMOUNT: NlS. 


□ 4 FRIDAYS 

□ MONTH 

-No. erf words__ 

-Rates: 


. --—--naws; 

See classified rates on this page. Deduct 10% if you use this coupon. 

Classification-Geographical Area_ 


No refunds far early cancellation of series 
TEXT-_ 


.Phone. 


Expiry date_ 

□ Please send receipt. 


\ddress. 
.Credit Card__ 
JD No._ 


.No. 
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^MAjLTO: ADSCOUPON SPECIAL, P.O.B<» 81, Jerusalem 91000 




SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY CLASSIFIED OFFER! 


want your used car classified ad 

... so we’re making an offer you can't refuse!!! 

Your classified car ad can run In The Jerusalem Post for only: 

NIS 58.50 for two full weeks 
1 ^ 88-50 for one fell month 

NIS 117.00 for two fell months 


And that isn’t aii...Save another 10%! 

1. Save 10% on above prices, by using the nwlUn coupon in this paper (2 weeks NIS 52 65- on* „ 

2. You get up to 25 words, to say just how great your car is! ’ ’ n month N1S 79.65; two months NIS 105.30) 

3. You may upgrade from package to package, by paying the difference. 

TERMS OF PUBLICATION: Advertisement must be for one car only. Yon may cancel ad If vnn n 

by .ash, cheSor “ «*. tf you s.n the car, but no relonds. Pa^eht 
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England falter 
despite Stewart ton 


MELBOURNE (Reuters) - Alec 
Stewart ended eight years of frus¬ 
tration yesterday when he finally 
hit his first Test century against 
Australia. 

The England captain made 107 
as England compiled a modest 
total of 270 in their first innings on 
the second day of the fourth Ashes 
Test at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground. 

Australia, in reply, were 59 for 
two at stumps, still 211 runs in 
arrears with eight wickets in hand 
Justin Langer was not out 26 with 
Mark Waugh unbeaten on 12. 

T England picked up the wickets 
of Michael Slater and Mark Taylor 
late in the final session but still 
face an enormous task after strug¬ 
gling to make enough runs on a 
good batting pitch. 

England's problem, once again, 
was with their lower order bats¬ 
men. Stewart and Mark 
Rampraknsh put on 119 for the 
fourth wicket to lift England to 
200 for three only to see the last 
seven wickets go for just 70 runs. 

With their hopes of capturing the 
series already gone, England’s 
promise to win the last two Tests 
to at least square the series was io 
trouble early after opener Michael 
Atherton and Mark Butcher both 

A 4 ent for ducks. 

sjfcBut Stewart, returning to his tra¬ 
ditional opening role after batting 
at No. 4 in the first three Tests, 
scored a defiant century to rescue 
the side from another potential 
embarrassment 

Stewart has struggled to score 


runs on this tour while juggling his 
dudes as captain and wicketkeeper 
but appeared to relish his return to 
the top of die order after deciding 
to hand the gloves to Warren Hegg 
and concentrate on his batting. 

He began nervously with two 
edged boundaries but was quickly 
into stride, reaching his half-cen¬ 
tury off 66 balls in 92 minutes. 

Although Stewart has scored 
almost 6.000 runs in Test cricket at 
an average over 40, he has never 
done as well against Australia. 

Before this current match, 
Stewart bad batted against 
Australia on 44 occasions at at 
average of around 25. He had 
scored seven half centuries but had 
never made it to triple figures. 

He finally broke fee spell shortly 
after lunch, taking four off leg- 
spinner Stuart MacGill, to reach 
hrs hundred off 144 bails in 189 
minutes, including 16 fours. 

But almost as soon as Stewart 
reached his century, England’s 
fortunes turned around. 

He departed soon after for 107 
when MacGill bowled him around 
his legs, triggering a mini-col¬ 
lapse. 

Mark Ramprakash. who has 
been England's best batsmen in 
fee series, continued his wonder¬ 
ful tour whb a splendid 63, his 
fourth half-century in seven 
innings, before be holed out to 
Glenn McGrath at long-on off 
Steve Waugh. 

Waugh picked up another wicket 
soon after when Hegg, on his Test 
debut, snicked a bail to Healy 


when on three as England lost 
three wickets for six runs. 

Graeme Hick made an adventur¬ 
ous 39 late in the innings, includ¬ 
ing a towering six oft MacGill, but 
chanced his arm once too often 
and skied a simple catch to 
Damien Fleming in fee deep. 

MacGill was the pick of the 
Australian bowlers, finishing wife 
four for 61. McGrath also bowled 
well to take three for 64 while 
Matthew Nicholson claimed fee 
wicket of Nasser Hussain on his 
Test debut 

Darren Gough picked up Slater 
and Taylor in fee final session wife 
an impressive spell of fast bowl¬ 
ing, where his fastest deliveries 
were timed at 145 kph. 


Ooaa at pte 
taurthAstes 


Scoreboard 

yestwday; the second d 
feet between Australia and 
England lit innings 
■laaty h McGrath 


MAAactone Healy b McGrath 0 

A_Stewwt b MacGja 107 

M-Biacher c Lanc»r b McGrodi 0 

NXucaaJn C HeaV b NfctaHon 19 

M.RwrprakBEti c McGrath b S.Wauta 03 
G16* c Fleming b MacGtf 38 

D.Gou0?b MacGB 11 

A. Fraser not out 0 

AAWlaly tow b MacGffl 0 

Extras fto-7 nb0 w-1) 14 

Total (78 overs) 270 

Fal of wickets: 1-0 2-4 3-fll 4-200 5-202 5-206 7- 
244 8-266 9-270 10-270 

Boating: McGrath 22-5-64-3 (nb-5), Fleming 19-3- 
71-0 (nb-1). Nictation 10459-1. MacGB 194- 
61-4 (w-1), S.Waugh 64-8-2. 

Austra&a lat timings 
M-taytor c Hick b Gough 7 

M.SJater few b Gough 1 

Jlangar not out 28 

M.MAuigh not out 12 

Extras jb-4 tv-5 nb-41 13 

Total (tor two wickets, 18 ovwra) 68 

Fan ot wfckBto: 1-13 2-26 Bowing: Gough 7-5-15- 
2 (nfr4). Htxitfiay 7-1-184 lnb-2), MUta&y 3-1-12- 
0. Ranpratash 1-0-5-0 

To bet S.Waugh. ttLetatenn. UHuty. OFtontng. 
MJ«ctoboaS.M8CGn. GMcGrath, 



Australian spinner Stuart MacGQl (bottom) celebrates taking 
the wicket of Alec Stewart on the second day of the fourth Ashes 
Test at the Melbourne Cricket Grounds. ifeuimi 


Rhodes resists inspired Rose with 85 not out 


DURBAN (Reuters) - Jonty 
Rhodes stroked an unbeaten 85 to 
give South Africa fee edge over 
West Indies in fee face of inspired 
fast bowling by Frank!yu Rose in 
the fend Test yesterday. 
f Rose captured a Test career-best 
■i# of six for 75 as South Africa 
' scored 292 for eight in reply to 
West Indies’ first innings of 198 
before bad light ended play 13.4 
overs early on fee' second day. 

Rhodes, timing: and placing: the 
ball- beautifully in-his 123-ball 
innings containing eight fours and 
two sixes, was the dominant figure 
in a South African fightback after 
they were reduced to 80 for three 
duripg the morning session. 


DaiyU Cullman (40) and captain 
Hansie Cronje (30) launched the 
recovery which was sustained by 
Rhodes and all-rounder Shaun 
Pollock (30) in a sixth wicket part¬ 
nership of 80. 

West Indies, mailing 2-0 in the 
five-Test series, needed to make 
early inroads when South Africa 
resumed at overnight 46 without 
loss. 

Rose did fee perfect job with a 
spell of 11-2-30-3 in which he dis¬ 
missed Gary Kirsten. Herschelle 
Gibbs and Jacques Kallis as fee 
home country declined from 57 
for no wicket to 80 for three. 

South Africa suffered their first 
loss in fee fourth over when Gibbs 


clipped a ball oft his toes which 
flew to Philo Wallace at wide mid- 
on. Gibbs played solidly for his 35 
in 80 minutes oft 58 balls. 

Kirsten edged a bouncing deliv¬ 
ery to Carl Hooper at second slip 
to be out for 26. then two overs 
after that Kallis played an expan¬ 
sive drive and was caught behind 
by Ridley Jacobs for 11. 

Cullinan and Cronje put on 60 
for fee- fourth wicket before fee 
South African skipper failed to 
move his. feet to a delivery from 
Courtney Walsh feat cut back to 
bowl him between bat and pad. 

Cullinan and Rhodes then added 
42 for fee fifth wicket, a stand 
which ended needlessly when 


Cullinan was run out while going 
for a second. Rose, fielding at 
third man, scrambled around fee 
boundary to field the ball and fired 
in a pinpoint throw to Jacobs. 

South Africa were then 182 for 
five but Rhodes and Pollock frus¬ 
trated West Indies’ hopes of con¬ 
ceding only a narrow lead wife 
their brisk partnerhsip of 80. 

It ended when Rose had Pollock 
brilliantly caught at second slip by 
■Hooper.-diving full length to his 
right to hold the ball one-handed. 

Three balls later, Mark Boucher 
bad his oft stump uprooted by an 
inswinging delivery from Rose, 
who completed his day of triumph 
by vorking Pat Symcox for 12. 


The Jamaican paceman beat his 
previous Test best of six for 100 
against India at Kingston in 1997. 

Scoreboard 

The second day at the third Test between Sauft 
Africa end West Indtea at tOnasmead yesterday 
West Indies first innings 798 
South Africa first innings (overnight 46-0) 

G. Kksran c Hooper h Rose 26 

H. Gfcbs c Watace b Rose 35 

J. Knife c Jacobs b Rose 11 

a Cudnan run out 40 

VI. Cronje b Walsh 30 

J. Rhodes not out 85 

S. WlocK c Hooper b Rose 30 

M. Boucher b Rose O 

P. Symcox b Rose 12 

A. Donald not out 1 

Extras b-5 nb -12 w-1) 22 

Total (for eight wickets) 292 

To bat D Tetfinjgga 

Fall of wtcfcets: 1-57 2-7B 380 4-140 5-1B2 6-262 
7-282 8-284. 

Bcwrfng (to date): Ambrose 17-1-60-0 (nb-10). 
weteh 27-6-60-1 (nb-2j. Rose 254-6-758 (wlf. 
Lewis 20-2-700, Hooper 40-18-0. 
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Board of Governors 
sets critical meeting 
for January 7 


Louisville in upset 
‘Kentucky Derby’ win 


igo at: 


-6523 


31*2275 


^■T NEW YORK (AP) - NBA commissioner David Stem 

will recommend canceling the 1998-99 season unless 
an agreement to end fee six-month-old lockout is 
W reached by January 7, when fee league’s board of 

f * H governors meet 

{ 11 It would be the first time feat a major professional 

W V sports league in North America lost an entire season 

i F t of competition for any reason. 

& T Deputy commissioner Russ Granik said that fee labor 
relations committee would make a report to fee Board 
of Governors at next month’s meeting in New York. 
M “If we do not have a collective bargaining agreement 
by that date, then David and J will have to recom- 
H mend to fee board feat the 1998-99 season be can- 
lit 1 ! ■■ celed,” Granik said. 

W There was no imm ediate reaction from fee NBA 
* Players Association. Stem is on vacation in Aspen, 
Colorado and union leader Billy Hunter is in Oakland, California for the 
holidays. 

No talks are scheduled in the dispute, which centers on players and 
owners frying to decide how to divide $2 billion io annual revenue. 

“I assume that some additional negotiations will take place in advance 
of January 7, but nothing has been scheduled at this time," Granik said. 

Before this season, fee NBA had never lost a single game because of 
labor disputes. So for, 358 games have been canceled. 

Yesterday, fee shutdown reached its 162nd day. The last round of bar¬ 
gaining took place more than two weeks ago, and players continue to 
lose $50 million a week in salaries. 

While baseball has had eight work stoppages since 1972, including a 
232-day strike that wiped out fee 1994 World Series, it has never lost an 
entire season. In 1918, fee season ended a month early when the United 
Stales entered World War I. 

In addition to salaries, some players are also losing endorsement rev¬ 
enue. Nike,, fee world's largest athletic shoe company, is exercising its 
option to withhold quarterly payments to most of the 230 NBA players 
\t has under contract. Fila USA also has stopped paying five of its 10 
NBA players, but Adidas is still fulfilling its endorsement contracts. 

Maccabi Australia win at bowls 
tournament in memory of Zines 


LOUISVILLE (AP) - A lot of 
people were surprised by 
Louisville’s upset of No. 3 
Kentucky. However, none of them 
played for Louisville. 

“There was no doubt in my mind 
we could beat them," forward 
Tony Williams said after the 
Cardinals bear fee Wildcats 83-74 
Saturday at Freedom Hall. “We all 
knew we could do this. This is our 
house and we’re going to proved 
our house." 

Marques Maybin scored 19 
points, including seven straight 
late in fee second half, as 
Louisville beat its bitter 
intrastate rival for fee second 
straight season. 

Williams and Cameron Murray 
each added 14 points as 
Louisville (5-2), banned from 
postseason play by fee NCAA 
earlier this year, won its third 
consecutive game. 

‘This was a big win for our kids 
because everybody thought it was 
a fluke last year - and it probably 
was,” said Louisville coach Denny 
Crum, referring to last year's 79- 
76 win at Rupp Arena. 

' Kentucky (10-3), which was 
coming off a 71-60 loss to second- 
ranked Duke, has lost two straight 


NCAA BASKETBALL 


-.-.A..-. .*:».■ iW rsj 

for fee first time since 1994. 

“Louisville certainly played a 
great game and really executed 
when they had to,” said exasper¬ 
ated Kentucky coach Tubby 
Smith, who did not permit his 
players to speak to the press fol¬ 
lowing the loss. 

“We had some breakdowns in 
our full-court pressure and they 
were able to capitalize. Their 
quickness hurt us and their pres¬ 
sure was very effective." 

The Cardinals forced Kentucky 
into 18 turnovers and held the 
Wildcats to 46 percent shooting 
from the held, including only 2 - 
of-15 from 3-point range. 

Scott Padgett led Kentucky wife 
13 points, Michael Bradley had 12 
and Wayne Turner and Ryan 
Hogan each had II. But the 
Wildcats* trio of seniors - Padgett, 
Turner and Heshimu Evans - shot 
a combined 14-of-30 from fee 
field and 0-of-7 from behind fee 3- 
point line. 

“The key to stopping Kentucky 


Age before 
beauty 

Mark O’Meara, 41, grabs 
two golf majors in 1998 



was stopping the three seniors.” 
said Louisville senior Alex 
Sanders, who bad five points and 
nine rebounds. “We stopped 
Wayne Turner’s penetration. 
Heshimu Evans’ big plays and 
Scott Padgett’s shooting ” 

Kentucky lost only four games 
last season en route to its second 
NCAA championship in three - 
years. Meanwhile, fee Cardinals 
finished 12 - 20 , only their second 
losing season in Crum’s 27 sea¬ 
sons at the school. 

No. 16 Qemson 67, Forman 54 

Harold Jamison had 16 points 
and 16 rebounds, and Vincent 
Whitt scored 11 of his 13 points in 
the second half as No. 16 Qemson 
won at home in Saturday’s only 
other Top 25 contest. 

Jamison was 7-of-10 from the 
field for fee Tigers (11-1), who 
beat fee Paladins (6-4) for the 23rd 
straight time. It was the first bas¬ 
ket ball game at fee new Bi-Lo 
Center, a $63 million arena that 
opened in September. 

Furman pulled within 43-41 in 
the second half on a 3-pointer by 
Kyle Julius, but Jamison’s pufeack. 
wife 12:21 left started a 22-4 run 
by Qemson. 


A year billed as fee battle of 
fee young bloods opened 
according ro fee script as Tiger 
Woods and Ernie Els battled 
tooth and claw for supremacy. 

Woods drew first blood in 
January wife a stirring playoff 
victory over Els in fee Johnnie 
Walker Classic in Thailand, 
coming from eight 
shots behind wife a 
last-round 
and then beat 
ing Els on the 
second extra 
hole. 

The big 
South 
African 
struck back 
in March at 
fee Bay Hill 
Invitational in 
Orlando where 
be defeated Woods 
wife a third round 65 
to win by four strobes wife 
fee American 10 behind him. 

But before the next installment 
of Best Young Player in the 
World could be written, the story 
took a dramatic turn. 

.Mark O’Meara, 41. proved 
that age and fee experience that 
comes wife it is every bit as 
potent a force as fee vibrancy of 
youth. 

He won the Masters at 
Augusta for the first major tri¬ 
umph of his 19-year-profession- 
al career and three months later 
picked up fee British Open title 
as the tide turned irrevocably 
away from fee youth brigade. 

Wife Lee Janzen and Vijay 
Singh, both well into their 30s, 
collecting the US Open and PGA 
titles respectively, fee spearheads 
of golf’s youth movement were 
well and truly eclipsed. 

But fee new generation did 
have their fling with David * 
Duval, 27. winning four more 
events on the US Tour to go wife 
the three he took at fee tailend of 
1997 as he headed fee money list 
wife record earnings of almost 
$ 2.6 million. 

And in Europe, Lee Westwood 
confirmed his arrival at fee age 
of 25 as a force to be reckoned 
wife by chalking up four victo¬ 
ries to go wife three more on fee 
international stage, in New 
Orleans in April and twice in 
Japan in November: 
l : But Westwood had to bow over¬ 
all to Colin Montgomerie, 10 
years his senior and now fee 
champion of the European Order 
of Merit for a sixth successive 
yean 

O’Meara emerged as the 
Golfer of fee Year, both on fee 
US Tour and internationally as 
he tacked on fee World 
Matchplay title at Wentworth in 
October wife a thrilling victory 
over Woods in the final. 

It was what O’Meara called a 
“dream year" and stemmed from 
his ability this year “to get fee 
job done when 1 have had to”. 

Els, meanwhile, went off the 
boil after his early heroics. Back 
trouble struck him fee week 
before his defense of fee US 
Open title and limited his effec¬ 
tiveness for several weeks. 

He did not fully recover his 



P 

t ease r 14 
Nonfcmpttii 13 
Wasps 14 
Sanam 14 
fcvastfc 13 
Karieqms 13 
Bath 13 
Loodtnj Irish 14 
SkjKBter |4 
Kdanori 13 
Sale 14 
hndnSot 13 

Bedford 14 
WKanfcpoI 14 


EngJ&h Bugbjr Union 


F A Pts 
423 236 22 
362 272 20 
40 27B IB 
4(7 307 18 
366 313 16 
338 32S 16 
342 264 14 
345 347 14 
299 310 14 
340 351 14 
322 397 10 
238 31 78 
294 44 84 
205 53 92 


best form for fee rest of the year, 
despite helping his country 
retain the Dunhill Cup. and fin¬ 
ished it ranked fifth in the world. 

Americans held fee first four 
positions wife Woods. 22, cling¬ 
ing to top spot despite not quite 
matching fee exalted level he 
reached in his first full pro¬ 
fessional year in 
1997. 

Perhaps it was a 
simple matter 
of readjust¬ 
ment, for 
Woods 
maintained 
his game 
was better 
this year 
than last and 
his peers 
tended to 
agree. 

“There is no 
doubt I am a better 
player that last year," he 
said as fee season drew to a 
close. “I can't describe to you 
how much better a player I am, 
physically and mentally. The 
shots I can hit now there is no 
way 1 could have played before.” 

Nick Price, 41, who beat 
Woods in a five-hole sudden- 
death playoff at fee Million 
Dollar Challenge in South 
Africa this month, agreed. 

’'Tiger is going to be around 
the top of fee rankings until he 
gets to be my age,” said Price. 
‘The guy just has so much to his 
game. But what is important is 
feat be is learning to refine his 
gam e and how to manage his 
way round a course." 

As fee year wound to a close. 
Woods was hotly pursued in fee 
rankings by compatriots 
O’Meara, Duval and Davis Love 
wife Els fifth ahead of Price, 
Montgomerie and Westwood. 

Wife no Ryder Cup on fee 
men’s schedule, attention was 
directed at the Presidents Cup 
between fee Americans and a 
squad of 12 Internationals from 
outside Europe. 

The US team won fee first two 
editions of fee event but when 
they strayed from fee confines of 
their own back yard to play at 
Royal Melbourne they found it a 
much tougher proposition. 

The Internationals opened a 
lead of 14J* to 5'A after two days 
of foursomes and fourballs. The 
final result after fee Americans 
battled back to split the points in 
fee singles was 20 J* to 11 & 

The US team feus hold neither 
the Ryder Cup nor the 
Presidents Cup. 

And golf’s all-tinie number 
one. Jack Nicklaus, was left with 
fee dubious distinction of being 
fee only man to captain losing 
Ryder and Presidents Cup teams. 

Their women did better, howev¬ 
er, retaining the Solheim Cup 
against the best of Europe with a 
16-12 victory for their fourth tri¬ 
umph in five meetings. 

Women’s golf welcomed 
South Korean Se Rj Pak, who 
exploded on to fee scene by win¬ 
ning two of fee four women's 
majors, fee LPGA Champion¬ 
ship in May and the US Open a 
month later. (Reuters) 


Irish Premier Division (soccer) 

P W D L F A Pts 

y (8 (3 3 2 35 10 42 


Cart thy (8 

St Panda IB 

ftm Harps 17 

SUbnm 18 

ShnncfcltiMn 17 

O 18 

DerryOnr IS 

Wnafod 17 

BrayVfadenn 18 
DundiJk 18 

Batemans 18 

Sligo tan 17 


2 35 10 42 

3 34 14 39 
5 25 20 27 
5 2M7 27 

4 25 23 25 

5 20 IB 23 

7 22 22 21 

8 (0 27 19 
U 20 34 17 
8 13 21 16 
10 15 24 16 
8 18 27 15 


fettnfy; lease 26, Sttftrd D; Bichusd 13, london 
Irish 25; Harfoouins 17, Sale 15; fcwasd t 29, West 
Kudepool 13; Sanoem 7, laodoa Sottish 24; Wasp 23, 


faanfay: Bohemians I, Shaandr lawn I; DamUIr 0, 
Bray Waoderars I; UmrenHy Colltgr DoWra 2. St fameta 

MrakWmkriUniM 0 , Cart Cay 2 


mm COUNTRY FAIR*- (ailing 1 Handicraft 


J 


'. By MOWIAM SPIRO 

Maccabi Australia scored big in 
their match at fee Ramac Gan 
bowls ciob, played in memoiy of 
Warren Zines, who lost his life in 
fee 1997 Maccabiah bridge disas¬ 
ter. Tie Aussies won both fee 
women’s, triples and the overall 
a men’s competition. 
f A trophy was presented to the 
winning team by Australian 
Ambassador Ian WUcock, in the 
presence of Ramat Gan Mayor Zvi 
Bar. Prizes for the tournament 
were sponsored by fee Australian 
firm of Alan Beny & Co. 

The inaugural mixed fours’s com¬ 
petition was woo by fee Ramat Gan 
trio of Georce Kaminsky. MIcha 



Farkash. Tami Kamzel and Mdsbe 
Ayoun of Kiryat Qno. Runners-up 
were Barry Scop, Rene K ns m a n , 
Johnny Gordon and Denny 
Galland. 

Kaminsky’s team after trailing 
5-9 at fee 8 fe end came through 
powerfully in an combined effort 
for a five count at fee I3fe end to 
lead 16-10, thereafter collecting 13 
shots in fee last 4 heads for a 
desrved 29-10 win. 

Berold Aronowitz, President of 
fee Israeli Bowling Association 
said that an Invitation has been 
extended to the Zines’ family 
next July, together with a 
Maccabi team of bowlers to par¬ 
ticipate in a special nationwide 
tournament 


Over the years The Jerusalem Post Pessah 
Handicrafts Fair* has brought artists and 
craftsmen together with our readers and 
friends for an enjoyable and profitable day 
out This coining Pessah, the fair is going 
to be much bigger and even better. It will 
take place on Monday, April 5th, at 
Kibbutz Tzora near Beit Shemesh, 
convenient to alL midway between 
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. The extra large 
area in which the fair will be held, means 
that we can accommodate many more 
exhibitors and have more room for the 
public to move around. 


If you create top quality 
handicrafts or have goods and 
services that you want to 
present to an interested public 
and wish to book a stand at 
the fair, please contact 
Illy or Judy at The Funds, 
02-537-6528 - Sunday to 
Thursday 8am to 3pm. 

All proceeds from the fair 
will be used to help Israel’s 
needy children, elderly or 
new immigrants. 












Chelsea, Villa, 
Utd lead chase 
at halfway mark 


Hasek outduels Brodeur in Sabres’ win 




LONDON (AP) - Halfway 
through the campaign, five clubs 
are in strong contention For the 
Premier League title and the lead¬ 
ership could change hands three 
times in four days. 

Having lost on Saturday to sur¬ 
render top place to Chelsea, Aston 
Villa can regain the leadership by 
beating Sheffield Wednesday at 
Villa Park today. 

But Chelsea, unbeaten since the 
opening day of the season, ore in 
action again tomorrow when they 
host third place Manchester United 
and a victory at Stamford Bridge 
will put Gianluca Vi all is team top 
on goal difference once again. 

Then there’s a third scenario. - 

If Villa lose to Wednesday. 
United, who are two points behind 
them both, can go top by winning 
at Chelsea. 

According to United manager 
Alex Ferguson, fourth-place 
Leeds and defending litlisr Arsenal 
shouldn't be written off either. 
Both are four points off the lead 
and playing well. 

On-Saturday. Leeds won 3-0 at 
Ruud Gullit's Newcastle against a 
team fielding rheir £22 million 
strikeforce of Alan Shearer and 
Duncan Ferguson for the first 
time. Arsenal, with most of their 
stars returning to fitness, downed 
West Ham 1-0. 

“it's looking very tight at the 
top," Ferguson said after his team 
outplayed last place Nottingham 
Forest 3-0 on Saturday helped by 
two goals from Norwegian 
defender Ronny Johnsen. 

“Leeds United had a resounding 
victory at Newcastle and that was a 
heck of a result for them and of 
course we still have Chelsea. Aston 
Villa and Arsenal. “] think consis¬ 
tency is the key factor now.'* 

The bookmakers have Chelsea 
and Manchester United as co- 
favorites at 7-4 with Arsenal at 9-2 
and Villa 11-2. Leeds, whose 
chances have been consistently • 
downplayed by manager David 
O’Leary, are considered a 28-1 
shot. 

All 20 teams play two matches 
ewer the holiday period before 
they enter the FA Cup awhe third.- 
round stage next weekend. -:- 

Villa'fookin a good p&Stttbrfio' 1 ' 
regain the lead today despite their 
2-1 loss at lowly Blackburn. John 
Gregory's team host a Wednesday 
lineup that slipped up 1-0 at home 
to Leicester on Saturday. 

“We have had a few punches on 
die nose at various times - and we 


have shown the characteristics to 
bounce back and win our next 
game. That is what we need to do 
against Wednesday," Gregoiy said. 

"“It is always difficult straight 
after a game to keep things in per¬ 
spective because defeats don't 
happen very often to us. That was 
only our second away defeat in 15 
Premier League matches." 

The Chelsea-Manchester United 
confrontation tomorrow is the 
match of the week, coming only 
two weeks after the two teams tied 
1-1 at OldTrafford. 

Ferguson is worried about the 
fitness of Dutch defender Jaap 
Stam. Tobagan striker Dwight 
Yorke and Andy Cole, who all 
missed. the victory over Forest, 
while Chelsea may have top scor¬ 
er Gustavo Poyet missing. The tall 
Uruguayan midfielder, who has 
been one of Chelsea's most influ¬ 
ential players in the team's climb 
towards the top, has a knee injury. 

Poyet scored his 11th goal of the 
season in Saturday’s 2-0 victory at 
Southampton which put Vialli's 
team top of the standings. 

Leeds are not in action until 
tomorrow when they host 
Wimbledon and Arsenal wilt be 
confident of gaining three points at 
sliding Chariton today. 

Barely a month ago. the Gunners 
had eight regular first teamers side¬ 
lined through injury. But now only 
goalkeeper David Seaman and cen¬ 
ter-back Tony Adams are out and 
Arsene Wenger's team is returning 
to the form that earned it the league 
and FA Cup double last season. 

Down ai the foot of the stand¬ 
ings, last-place Forest host next- 
to-last Southampton. Only one 
point separates the two but there is 
a three-point gap immediately 
above the Saints and relegation is 
a strong likelihood for the loser of 
today's game at the City Ground. 

Blackburn, who have climbed to 
fourth from last after two wins and 
two ties under new manager Brian 
Kidd, go to Leicester while third 
from last Coventry will have a 
tough game at seventh-place West 
Ham. who have lost once in nine 
home games. 

t-Io other games today, sixths,, 
place Middlesbrough-gono Derby, 
Newcastle visit Liverpool and 301 
Tottenham host Everton. 

Division One leader Sunderland, 
whose 11-point lead has been cut to 
five after a lie with Birmingham and 
a surprise loss to Tranmene on 
Saturday, should bounce back with 
a home win over last-place Crewe. 


EAST 
RUTHER- 
F O R D 
(Reuters) - 
Do m i u i k 
Hasek outdu- 
eled Martin 
Brodeur on 
the way to his league-leading sev¬ 
enth shutout and red-hot Miroslav 
Satan scored both goals as the 
surging Buffalo Sabres blanked 
the New Jersey Devils 2-0. 

Hasek stopped 34 shots for his 
fourth shutout this month, 20th 
over the past two seasons and 40th 
of his career. He was at his best in 
the second period, turning aside 18 
shots. 

Rangers 6, Hurricanes 3 
Petr Nedved and Adam Graves 
each scored twice as visiting New 
York scored six second-period 
goals to split their home-and- 
home series. 

Islanders 4, Bruins 2 
Zigmund Palffy helped New 
York end a six-game home winless 
streak with his first goal of the sea¬ 
son and Mike Watt got the go- 
ahead tally with 10:10 to play. 

Panthers 3, Lig htnin g 1 
Bill Lindsay scored two goals, 
including the game-winner 6:14 
into the second period, leading 
Florida to a road win. 

Canadiens 2, Maple Leafs 1 . 
Montreal ended its 11-game 
winless streak as Stephane Quintal 
scored with 4:58 to play in its last 
trip to Maple Leaf Gardens. 
Penguins 2, Senators 1 (OT) 
Jaromir Jagr scored 78 seconds 
into overtime as Pittsburgh won at 
home. 

Flyers 3, Blackhawks 2 
Eric Lindros scored a goal 
before getting ejected and John 
Vanbiesbrouck made 18 saves as 
Philadelphia extended its unbeaten 
streak to seven with an away win. 

Stars 4, Avalanche 2 
Brett Hull scored his second 
power-play goal of the game early 
in the third period as visiting Dallas 
ran its unbeaten streak to 11. 

Predators 3, Capitals 1 
Tomas Vokoun came within 
7:07 of the first shutout in team 
history as host Nashville racked 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Northeast Division 



CRASH LANDING - Flyers 11 winger Valeri Zelepokin trips over Blackhawks defenseman Doug 
Philadelphia edged Chicago 3-2. 


up its first three-game win streak. 

Bines 4, Red Wings 3 
Red-hot Scott Pellerin scored 
twice to help host St. Louis deal 
Detroit its season-high fifth 
straight loss. 

Sharks 2, Canucks 0 
Steve Shields made 25 saves for 
his first NHL shutout 
Also, the Phoenix Coyotes beat 
the Los Angeles Kings 2-1. 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Central Division 
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Montreal 101-2 

Toronto 10 0-1 

First Pariod-l. Toronto. Thomas 12 (Surxlri, 
Modn). 33.2. Montreai, Weinricti 2.3W. Second 
Penod-Nona. Third Period-3. Montreal, CMral 1 
(Kotvu], 15:02. Shots on god-Montreal 16-8- 
3-27. Toronto 9-T1-10-30. Gaa&es-Montrml. 
Hacked. Toronto. Joseph. A-15,726. 

Boston 011-2 

N.Y. Islanders 2 02-4 
Fhst Period-i. New York. Paffly 1 (Chara). 
6:57. 2. New York, Linden 11 (CzsrkansJci. 
Jonsson). 10:54 (ppj. Second Period-3. Boston. 
C.Teytor 3 (Bourque. Ferraro|. 835. Third 
Period-4, Bosun. Khrishch 15 (AlGson). 4:15. 5. 
New York. Watt 5 (Miller. Lawrence). 350.6. New 
York. Lapointe 0 (Linden), 1451 (sh). Shots on 
maJ-Boston 10-7-10-27. New York 56-6-21. 
Goalies—Boston. Defoe. New York. Fla (forty 
A-15.174. 

N.Y. Rangers 060-6 
Carolina 102-3 
Frist Period-1. Carolina. Kapanen 6 
(Sheppard. Pnmeauj. 6:00. Second Period-2. 
New link. Nedved 6 (Leetch. Beukebocmj. 2:73. 
3. New York. Stevens 6 (Ndur, Nedved). 6:38. 4. 
New York. Nedved 7 iKnubto. Sundstrom). 7.-33. 
5, New Vtork. Graves 14 (Pronger. Beukebocm). 
9:00. 6. New York. Popovic 1 (Nedved, 
Sundstrom), 10:03. 7, New YbjK. ^Graves 15 
(Savaid. Knubte). tl:4l. Third PeftxfcS. Carolina. 
Roberts S (Emerson. Rucmslo).' 12:32. 9. 
Carolina. Emerson S VDfaoen, HSpaben), 18:02 
(pp). Shots on goal-New Writ"2-10-8-20. 
Carolina 7-5-11-23. GcaSes-New York. Richter. 
Cerofina. Irtw. KWd. A-T1.059. 


Florida 111-3 

Tampa Bay 010-1 

First Perioo-1. Florida, Me Bandy 7 (Kozlov, 
Svehia), 1254 (pp). Second Period-2. Florida. 
Lindsay 5 (Parrish I. a 14.3. Tampa Bay Sefivanov 
4 (Hogue. LeceraDeO- 16J57. Third Period—*. 
Florida. Lindsay 6 (Hlchsi. 19:32 (on). Shots on 


ooal-Rortda 16-10-9-35. Tampa Bay 3-15-6-24. 
GoaBss-Ftorida. Burke. Tampa Bay, Hartford. 
A-T7.983. 

Buffalo 011-2 

New Jersey 000-0 
Hist Perigd-Ncne. Second Period-1, Btdfefa, 
Satan Tl (Gras*), 1534. Third Rsriod-2, Buffalo, 
Satan 12 (Brown. Grosefc). 79:10 (err). Shots on 
gxil-Buflalo 9-9-6-24. New Jersey 7-18-9-34. 
GoaBea-BuHaJo. Hasek. New Jersey; Brodeur. 
A-19,040. 


Ottawa 10 00-1 

Pittsburgh 1001-2 
Fist Rsnod-i, Ottawa, Johansson 13,10:02. 
2. Pittsburgh. Moran 1 (Mfflar. Hrtfina}. 15:49. 
Second Penod-None. Third Periob-None. 
OvBrtnre-3, Pittsburgh. Jagr tl (Titov: Sea), 
1:13. Shots on goei-Onevra 8-8-13-2-31. 
Pittsburgh 6-9-1-W7. GoaSes-Ottawa. TugnutL 
Pittsburgh, Skudra. A-1&226. 

Phrtodefphki 201-3 
Chicago 0 1 1-2 

Fin* Pariod-t, Phtodetohn, Lindros 18, (Jonas), 
36. 2. Ptdadeftviia, DesJardins 5 (Brind 1 Amour). 
326 (pp). Second R9rioo-3, Chicago, Glmour 6 
(Probert CheBos), S3 (pp). Tlwd Period-4. 
Pl-dadetahta, Zetepukin 3 (Jones, BrinrfAmour), 
83£.5. Chicago, Qlrnaur 7 (PmtoeriL 1B.D9. Shots 
an gaaHPhfertobfci 14-95-28. Chicago 3-10-. 
7-20. Goales—- Vtanbiesbrouck. 
Chicago, Thfeauk. A^22,392. 

Detroit 021-3 - 

St Louis 130-4 . 

First nod-1, St Louis. Paterfa 7 (Helmer. 
Ybung), 14*4. Second Pwtod-2, Detroit Murphy 
5 (Yzerman. McCarty). 131 (ah). 3. St Louis. 
Rheaume 3 (Reasoner. Ybung), 223 (pp). 4, 
Detroit Dandonaurt 2 (Larionov, Lapointe), 5:21. 
5. SL Louts, PSflerin 8 (Mactrmte), 1036 (shj. 6. 
St Louis. Demina 18 (Madrmto, Yhkel. 17 JO (pp). 
third Renod-7. Detroit Larionov 6 (DandenauO, 
Kozlov), 13:47. Snote on gooT-Detrod 9-18-7-32 
St Louis 9-12-1-22. Goates-Dotratt. Osgood. St 


Zmolek in first-period action. 

(Rentas) 

Louis. Fuhr.A-20,349 

Washington 001-1 
Nashville 210-3 
First Period-1, Naahvife, Boughrwr 1 
(Brunette. Ronning), 2:18. 2, Nashville, 
Yachmenev 3 (Johnson), 10.121. Second 
Period-3, Nashwe. Johnson 4 (fechmenev. 
Berohowsky), 13:47. ThW Period-4, Washincfmn. 
Black 3 (MkoUsMn. Konowalchuk], 1253. Shots 
an goaf-Wb&hington 10-10-7-27. NashviDe 13-9- 
6-28, GoaBan-Washlngton. Kolzrg, Tabaracci. 
NasftvBs, Vokourt A-IB#*. 


-Dates 022-4 

Colorado 11 0-2 

First Pariod-1, Colorado, Mecsfar 1 (Corbet, 
Hejduk), 42a Second Period-2, Dates. Hul it 
(Modam Sydori. 236 (pp). a Colorado. Lamteux 
10 (Foote, Fombera), 17-07 (ppL 4, Dates, Lehtaon 
12 Sydor). 1&2G (ppLThnf Padod-5. Dalai. 
Hul 12 (Modena LahUnen). 2X0 (pp). & Dellas. 


A-16,061. 


Vancouver 000-0 

San Jose 0 11-2 

.:-"First PariOd-Nbde." Second Period-r, 

Jose, Mariaau 8 (Nolan, Houlder). 32 (pp). Yhtro 
■ Period-2, San Jaw, Rfcd 2 (Marchmont, Slunn). 
2&3. Shots on g oa Mtancouver 7-8-10^25. "Sat 
Jose 9-7-H-Z7. Goaies-Vancouver. SnmtL San 
Jose. Shields. A-17.483. 

Phoonbc 017-2 

Loe Angeles 100-1 

First Pertod-1, Los Angeles. Toyptakov B 
(Rosa), 12.-Q3. Second Period-2. Phoenbr. 
Roenk* M (Drake, Camay), 4:0a.Third Period-3. 
Phoenix, Adams 7 (Doan. Tvordovsky), 1727. 
Shots on jjoaHPhoenbc 14-8-8-31. Los Angeles 
4-8-17-27 GoaHea-Phoanlx, KhaWbidin. Los 
Angelaa Storr. A-13.898. 



Search continues for 
missing yachtsman 


€ 





HOBART (AP) - A major 
search was under way in Bass 
Strait off Australia's southeast 
coast last night for an injured 
crewman swept overboard during 
the Sydney-to-Hobart yacht race. 

The Australian Maritime Safety 
Authority (AMSA) said it had alert¬ 
ed all shipping in the Strait as high 
winds and huge seas smash into the 
remnants of the 115-boat fleet. 

The Australian Navy has sent a 
Sea King helicopter with night- 
vision and heat-seeking equip¬ 
ment to search the area and may 
send the frigate HMAS Newcastle 
into the area today from Sydney. 


An AMSA spokesman said they 
were alerted that the 13-meter 
Sydney yacht Sword of Orion had 
been rolled in the heavy seas, with 
several crewmen being injured, 
including the unidentified man 
lost overboard Another crewman 
has a broken leg. 

The yacht, which has a crew of 
II. was halfway across Bass Strait 
heading towards Hobart, capital of 
the island state of Tasmania and 
the finish line in the annual race. 

The ANSA spokesman said 
search conditions were “atro¬ 
cious." 

Earlier, as winds gusting to 80 


knots and seas of 35 feet caused 
havoc to the fleet, several rescues 
took place. 

A police helicopter rescued a 
yachtsman swept overboard 
when the Victorian yacht 
Kingurra was rolled over iu huge 
seas 19 nautical miles south of 
Gabo Island. 

John Campbell, an American, 
was in the water for about 40 min - 
utes and was suffering from 
hypothermia when he was 
winched to safety by senior con¬ 
stable Barry Barclay, who dropped 
into 20-foot seas to secure 
Campbell. 


Egyptian coach denies 
delivering votes 


Walrus power 

Russian swimmers, known as ‘walruses, 1 are encouraged by spectators as they swim in the icy waters on the outskirts of 
Moscow yesterday, perpetuating a Christmas tradition. The ‘walruses’ insist their activities help build up resistance to many 
illnesses, crucial for surviving the long Russian winter. (Reuteni 


SALT LAKE CITY (API - Mahmoud El- 
Famawani, paid $58,000 as a consultant for the Salt 
Lake bid committee in 1994-95, says he delivered 
access - not votes - to Utah Olympic boosters. 

The former Egyptian national volleyball coach, 
who now lives in Toronto, told The Salt Lake Tribune 
that he did not attempt to buy votes of International 
Olympic Committee members in behalf of Salt 
Lake s successful bid for the 2002 Winter Games. 

El-Famawani said that through his coaching expe¬ 
rience, he became acquainted with nearly three dozen 
IOC members. 


I made inttoducuons. gave Sait Lake City ail tin 
knowledge about this person or that family, what Ik 
likes, however many children he has, what his histo 
ry is and so on, so they know something about him 
like what he eats,” he told The Tribune. 

W group don’t eat pork, or don’ 

u n ■ the ^ 11 ^ helps to mala 
the IOC member feel he is taken care of and to feel th< 
bvJJens respect his background and religion,” be said. 

EI-Famawam was quoted by the Toronto Sun it 

fOT Saif Lak" 8 ^ he ' assured " 1116 IOC 's Arab votf 


Boat captain contradicts ‘El Ihique’s’ account of escape from Cuba 


SAN JOSE. Costa Rica ( AP) - Orlando 
Hernandez’s story is the stuff of legend. 
Less than a year after fleeing Cuba on a 
sinking boat through shark-infested 
waters, he was pitching the New York 
Yankees to victory in the World Series. 

Now, a man who fled Cuba with “El 
Duque" says at least pan of the story is 
just that a legend - more myth than truth. 

Juan Carlos Romero says the pitcher 
fled in a safe motorboat - which even 
returned lo Cuba after dropping him off. 

No leaky boat. No sharks. Calm seas. 

“El Duque never had to row, 1 ' Romero, 
who piloted the boat, said. 

“He was lying in the cabin, not paying 
attention to where we were going. He got 
seasick and vomited.” 


Romero has broken bitterly with the 
man he helped escape from Cuba nearly 
a year ago, suing Hernandez for 
$800,000. He alleges that Hernandez has 
broken promises to help him financially 
once they left the communist island. 

Hernandez has not talked recently 
about the journey. He has hinted at 
aspects of the story that Romero denies - 
telling Newsweek that the boat began 
taking on water as soon as ir left Cuba 
and speaking on NBC about the sharks 
that surrounded him during the Uip. 

His representatives have reportedly tried 
to sell the story as a movie treatment and a 
book deal about his flight to freedom. 

This much is known for certain: A star 
with Cuba’s amateur team, Hernandez 


fled Cuba on December 26, a year after 
Cuba banned him from baseball for life 
for allegedly having contacts with major 
league agents. 

The US Coast Guard picked up him 
and his seven travel companions on a 
deserted beach on Anguilla Cay in the 
Bahamas and took them to a Nassau 
detention camp. In January, Costa Rica 
offered asylum to the fugitives, and 
Hernandez’s agent arranged a private jet 
to fly them there. 

After pitching before scouts in Costa 
Rican exhibition games, Hernandez 
signed a four-year, $6.6 million contract 
with New York. The Yankees won the 
World Series, and El Duque's stardom 
was sealed. 


News accounts al the time, based on 
interviews with those who made the 
journey with Hernandez, variously 
described the craft as “a small boat.” “a 
raft” and “a sailboat.” 

The boat was stocked with drinking 
water, sugar and four cans of-Spam, 
according to the reports. 

Hernandez, interviewed in the 
Bahamas after the journey, said: “It was 
a rough trip. We survived on Anguilla 
Cay by eating conch. It seems to me I’ve 
lost some weight.” 

Romero says the boat was not a raft, 
but a 20-foot craft with a cabm and 
diesel motor. He says it never took on 
water and certainly didn’t sink off the 
Bahamas. According to Romero, a ninth 


passenger piloted it back to. Cuba"so its 
absence wouldn't arouse suspicions. 
“His claims about being in a raft where 
the water was leaking in. and rowing 
along is just a lie," Romero said. “We 
never saw a single shark during the trip.” 

Romero also accuses Hernandez of dis- 
0n ano ^ ier c °unt, saying that in 
Cuba Hernandez promised to help him get 
to the United States and find work there 
Instead. Romero is still living in Costa 
Rica with his pregnant wife, struggling on 
a combined monthly income of $400 - 
barely survival wages in that country. 

At first, Hernandez’s agent, Joe Cubas, 
put them up in a hotel and an apartment 
for a month. Then, when Cubas stopped - 
paying. Romero and his wife had to 


move to jin abandoned warehouse, 
We lived better in Cuba," the 31 
® ,d , R o««° said. “We lost it all wt 
took El Duque out For this, we i 
nave stayed in Cuba.” 

^sl week, he filed an $800,000 
a Costa Rican court against Hem 
alleging breach of an oral agret 
He simply fooled me. He used me 
out of Cuba,” Romero said. “He 
*~out me w hen I was of no use to 
Cubas refused to discuss specil 
Hernandez’s flight from Cuba but < 
the charges raised in the lawsuit 
allegations are completely false" 
said. Romero "is totally ungratefu 
wisn t for us, he would still b< 
refugee shelter in Bahamas ” 


rr 
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WHAT’S ON 


CRITICS’ CHOICE 


* 


OPERA 


Helen Kaye 


Never mind director Christopher 
AJden's approach to the revival of 
Puccini’s Madame Butterfly at the New 
Israeli Opera, which is as irritating as it 
was thefirst time around. A huge table - 
or sacrificial altar? - is the too-heavy 
focus for much of this fragile tale of a 
Japanese geisha who kills herself when 
the man she loves and marries, abandons 
her. 

The costumes are opulent and effec¬ 
tive, and the voices mostly do justice to 
the arias and the passions. Natalia 
Dercho’s Butterfly is musical and mov¬ 
ing^ and she has some lovely top notes, 
but it's Ning Liang who steals the show 
with her richly toned Suzuki. At the Tel 
Aviv Performing Ans Center tonight and 
Wednesday at 8 p.m. 

CLASSICAL MUSIC 

Michael Ajzenstadt 



Natalia Decbo (left) and Ning Liang In the NIO’s 
production of ‘Madame Butterfly.’ 


The Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra c§Je», 
. brates its 60th anniversary in a special;gala con¬ 
cert tonight at 8:30 at the. Jerusai&jh: 
International Convention Center.- ’ '£*' 

Music director David Shallon-twill open die 
program with the world- preraibfe of Yin am' 
Leef’s Viola Concerto performed by the mae¬ 
stro’s wife, Tabea Zimmermann..- Violinist 
'NikeJaj Znaider joins Zimmermann to play 
J^ozatt's Sinfonia Concertante /or violin and 
iflola ind, after the intermission^Shallon leads 


his orchestra in Beethoven's Ninth Symphony. 

Avner Itai leads his relatively new choral 
ensemble, the Tel Aviv Collegium, in an 
evening of Bach, featuring cantatas, arias and 
trio sonatas, the last performed by an instru¬ 
mental ensemble led by Michael Meltzer. 
Performances take place tonight at 8:30 at the 
; £nav Center in Tel Aviv and Saturday at 8:30 
p.miiat the House of Grace Church in Haifa-. 

Soprano' Larissa Tetuev and tenor Yevgeni 
Shapovalov present a program of excerpts from 
Russian operas with the Israel Sinfonietta 
Beersheba under the baton of Ronen 
Borshevsky, tonight in Beersheba at 8:30. 


w 


RADIO 


■VOICE OF MUSIC 

£05 Gouvy: Aubade for Piano 4- 
Hands; ISDauss II: Roses from Ihe 
Saatti-Wate; Gouvy. Sonata in 0 - 
minor far Piano 4-Hands; J. Strauss 
± Kaiser WaKz; J. Strauss I: 

Radaizky March - 
7:07L Couperin: Suite in C: 
Tetornann: Suite m A minor far Rute 
and Strings (Camexate KOn) 
WSBrafinK Symphony no t, Bach 
Concerts in G minor alter Vrvakf 
£05 Rautavaara: Stile lor Strings; 
Ttr. Ftequan: Amo OomlniDS and his 
Septet Adwntues in Jazz and 
FoWoreiRykNochasentosiar 
dfiM (teEapaife; Songs erf fiw Jaws 
o( Spain; Ami Wayanc Fbem tor 
FUa Quartet Lou Harrison: Suite lor 
Veil, Piano and Liflfe Orchestra; 

Sons dfre Water 
CBM Lida CtasacaJ - Johann 
* Strauss a and Offenbach 
tMO Artist of tteWwk-GWon 
Kranec viofin, plays Plazzote with 
to Aster Quartet 

H"fl6 Encotp^KrummerBnd Mozart. 

ScWWB .r/.'r-' .- ... . L 

tfcflOEariyffltnic .. . ■ - 

17i»Br»hte-fee Iran Henry 
Crown Audtarium. Mira Zakai, alto / 
Hagai Shafwn, viator!/Gabrida 
BrJovsfcy, oboe / Menachem 


Wfesentarg, prana Cafcfara, 
Aktebrandrt 2 Ancterl Arias (tor ato 
and violn); Schumann: 3 Romances 
tor Oboe and Piano/7 Songs with 
words by ROckart; Manashan 
Wtesenoerg: Bird at Kartua tor Alto, 
Viofin. Oboe and Piano (premera); 


Oboe; Debussy: Sonata far Viofin 
and Piano 

19:00 Rainbow of Souids - Handel 
2030The Jerusalem Symphony 
Orchestra - ive from Binyenei 
Ha’uma. David Shaflon, conductor/ 
Nicolai Schneidar, vioBn /Tabea 
Zmmermann, vteta / Lada Btryuchw. 
soprano / Etto Frnchnk, mezzo / 

Nel Archer, tenor/Thomas Moore, 
baritone / Mozart Choir oi linz. Yfaam 
Lest VWa Concerto (worid pra- 
mfera); Mozart Sinfania Concertante 
for Viofin and Vtota K364; Beethoven: 
Symphony no 9 op T25 
23*0 Just Jazz 

■ RADIOWEST 

CNN news on the hour foitowad by 
RteJrAiygSTldcajhawi'." 

6*0 Mqrning Drive wilh DaiSd Starcfe" 
(tmffl 9*0) 

7:45 Sports Update 
8*8 Uone Trust Financial 
9*0 Momtefl Brunch with 
Cohen (untfl 1200) 


10*0 Home Sweet Home with 
Tamar tenah 
12*0 The Afiya Show 
13*0 Memory Lane with Rebecca £ 
14*0 M&M's Ptok’rVIAc 
10*0 Afternoon Drive with Mfta 
Reims (uTtS 
17t4S 

19*0 Acoustic Cate with Deni Livni — 
acoustic, country and more 
21*0 West Sport will 


Weal Rock with Marc Berman 
1*0 Late Night Music 

■ BBC WORLD SERVICE 

6*0 The Wbrid Today 
630 Westway 
7*0 The World Today 
730 Tying the Knot 
8*0 The World Today 
8300mnfous 
9*0 World News 
5k15 Off the Shet Cotomba 
9*0 The Varfage Chart Show 
10*0 Wftrid News 
l&IDRiuse far Thought 
10:15 Pick of the "fear - : 

.11*0 VlfofW News' - r 
Ti*5 Worid Business Reporti . • 
11:15 Record News 
11*0 Wfestway Access 
11s45l 
12*01 


12*0 Omnfcus 
13*0Newsdesk 
13*0 Jazzmatezz 
14*0 World News 
14*6 Wbrid Business Report 
14:15 Britain Today 
14*0 Seven Days 
14:45 Sports Robndcp 
15*0 Newshour 
16*0 Worid News 
16*5 Outlook 
16*0 Planet 2000 
17*0 World News 
17*5 Sporte Roundup 
17:15 Westax/ Access 
17*0 Electronic Jutebm 
18*0 Wbrid News 
18:15 Sevan Days 
18*0 insight 
18*5 Britain Today 
19*0 Europe Today 
19*0 Worid Busaress Report 
19*5 Sports Rowfep 
20*0 Newsdesk 
20*0 Bran of Brains 
21*0 News Summary 
21*1 Outlook 
21*5 Pause tor Thouteif 
.2130 MlrftttracfcH* Lite 
22*0 Newshour 4 ‘ - 

» -23*0 Worid News 
23*5 Worid Buaress Report 
23:15 BritMi Today 
23*0 Tying the Knot 
00*01 


CRYPTIC CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 

1 They may be grating, 
but they are conserva¬ 
tion minded (8) 

5 Put much effort into 
accommodating voters 
(61 

9 When he plays he 
keeps stopping (8) 

10 Found the French male 
in a strong position (6) 

12 Prime Minister lets go 
and goes to pieces (9) 

13 Division in Croatia (6) 

14 A young attendant 
brought to book? (4) 

16 Inspired article put 
back or employed (7) 

19 Tells of churchmen 
being decapitated (7) 

21 Opposed to some en¬ 
trant in the big race (4) 
24 Romie will do badly (5) 


25 A fast mover’s chores 
are well-organised (9) 

27 One way to cook 
second-rate produce (6) 

28 Preparing a hot meal? (8) 

29 No-one thanks right 
back for any allowance 
made (6) 

30 Dash impressed the 
egghead (8) 


DOWN 

1 Cast off—it’s very 
muddy (6) 

2 When students can 
revel in their scruffy 
clothing? (3-3) 

3 Places around the north 
building boats (5) 

4 Dealing with bank re¬ 
fund (7) 

6 Entrance for lorries? (9) 



7 Better in an open-air 
school? (8) 

8 There's a steady drift 
at day's end (8) 

11 A girl in overalls (4) 

15 Tasty morsel served in 
pots at a get-together 
(9) 

17 Upset over prohibition 
on the bicycle (8) 

18 Affable country person 
without money (8) 

20 The kind to arrange 
things (4) 

21 Bill's found a number 
are of some importance 
(7) 

22 A fleshy-Ieafed, purple- 
flowered plant or tree (6) 

23 Spare silver put into a 

g ool (6) 

ine-man women (5) 


SOLUTIONS 


laasaQ sQfflEsasjSQs 
0 H 0 a 0 0 0 
00000 DOEIBIiOSHBH 
00000000 
BEBB Qaaran qbds 
a s a a 0 a 
0 nHHSHnsnaraHHB 
nanannrain 
QQSfflannciBanQH n 
0 s @ a ft h 
□rase mnnas ssna 

EjfflECinnfflH 

000En000a raaosD 

0 0 0 HOBS 
00B0Q2OB0 OC00B 


Yesterday's Quick Solution 
ACROSS: 1 Cause, 4 Seeker, 9 
Spheres, 10 Truss, 11 Lyre, 12 
Unasked. 13 Rue, 14 Bode, 16 

Che£ 18 Ore, 20 Turn out, *1 
Idea. 24 Timer, 25 Extreme, 26 
Sonnet, 27 Dishy. DOWN: 1 
Castle, 2 Usher, 8 Earl 5 En¬ 
trance, 6 Knuckle, 7 Reside. S 
issue, 13 Recourse, 15 Oars¬ 
men, 17 Status, 18 Other, 13 
Sarelv. 22 Dress. 28 StatL 



QUICK CROSSWORD 


ACROSS . 

1 egSuirey(6) 

4 Channel port (5) 

8 Frisk (5) 

9 Dais (7) 

10 Lift (7) 

11 Abominable 
snowman (4). 

12 Overweight (3) 

14 Leg joint (4) 

15 Opulent (4) 

18 Unused (3) 

21 Burden (4) 

23 Love-story (7) 

25 Bright red (7) 

26 Egg-shaped (5) 

27 Cede (5) 

28 Doghouse (6) 
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2 
3 
- 4 

5 

6 
7 

13 

16 

17 

19 

20 
22 
24 


DOWN 
Secret hoards 
( 6 ) 

Very many (7) 
Menace (8) 
Twilight (4) 
Poetry (5) 

Stay (6) 

Short (5) 
Brass 

instrument (8) 
Hold (7) 

Shiny (6) 
Inscribe (5) 
Show (6) 
Astonish (5) 
Dressed (4) 



■ CHANNEL 1 (11) 

ARABIC PROGRAMS 
6*0 News flash 
6*1 Newsin Arabic 


19:15 French Show 
19*0 News Headnes 
19*5 Ful-Tlms Patents 
awn Worid Net News 
20*0 Big Shy 
21 *0 Current Aftalre 
21.15 Varied 
21*0 Encounter- chat 
show 

22*0 News in Englsh 


6:45 Good Moiring Israel g!SEJlS 
■ EDUCATIONAL TV ■ MIDDLE EAST TV 


8*0 Mhactioua Revival of 
Hebrew 

1025 Ptogare tor the wy t5*0 The Wttte Fang 
un,m 16*0 Woody Wtoocfoecter 

16*5 EngBsti League 
Soccer 


20*50 Just Shoot Me 
2110 The Drew Carey 
Show 
21*5 Arise 

22*0VbirLapklUveat1O 
22*0 Sefotekf (rpt) 

23*0 Radiate 
23*5 Good Evening with 
Guy Pines (rpt) . 

00:15 The Lany Sanders r 

Show-first part of toe spe- ,r 
ctal final apoodaWBi 
guests Warren Beatty, Jerry 
SetoWri. Tim Alton and oth- 
ere 

00:45 Sft StBfldngs 
1*5 Norto o(60 


ri*0 Sciancoe 
13:05 Environmental 


■ IIOYE CHANNEL (4) 

11*0 Reform Schod Girl 
(1994)-a teenager is sent 
to a juvenle detention cen¬ 
ter after cor* 


13*0 Hanrfs Room 
15*S HEmrfs Room 

■ CHANNEL 1 fit) 

1530 Heartbreak Hotel 
1615 EB and LBy 
16*0 Hoppa Hay 
16*9 A Good Evening 
17*5 Another Star 

1815 News to Engteh 

ARABIC PROGRAMS 
18*0 Sport 
19*0 News 

HEBREW PROGRAMS 
19*0 Worid Soccer 
20*0 News HeadSnes 


son a r waner confessing to a 

1915 American Fbotbefl - crime commuted by her 

I--*—■-1 laru. IIUH 


NewTbriGterrfsvs 
Ptifiadetphla 

22:15 Pranks and Candfo 
Camera 

23*0 L ate Sho w with 
David Lstterman 
00:00 TV Shopping 
2*0 700 Club 
2*0 American Foofijal- 
classic momenta 


With.— 

—,— and Amy Graham 
12*5 Go Chase mureatf 
(1938) - wadcy crime com¬ 
edy about three tank rob- 
bera and an unsuspecting 
bank dak-VWh Joe 
PBrsier, Lur*e Ball, Richard 
Lane and Jun&Trawis 

1415 The Operation (1995) 


cjasac momaiw meuperaoon 

3*0 Live American Football -asugeon ssuedby a 
- Pittsburgh vs Jacksorarfle cGerrt for sccktentafiy 

removing her womb but dto 
- he?W#iJoePemyand 


CABLE 


IITV3 (33) 
16*0 Dictator 


.yi-? ’■ 

2fl;30 

22:Qff 

asiAi- 


2SM 


zm 


mi.im man mu*} UCBDjr 

20: IDNaflonal Viators-Ihe T7:30 Arabic Orscussuri 


-j Report 

2&505OT50 
21*0 News 
21*0 Politics 
23*5 Made to Israel 
23*0 News 
00*0 Verse of the Da? 

■ CHANNEL 2 (22) 

5*5 Today’s Programs 
5*5 Song for the Dw 
6*0 Rainbow Chflrien 
6:43 Morning with Sabi 
Gaz* and Rivka Mchaeli 
9*0 Kvka Michafifi 
9*5 LA Law 
10:4575-85 
11*0 Arad Festival 
12:10 Anything But Lowe 
12*5 BaSeysT^rpere 
13*0 Open Caros 
13*0 Ghostwriter 
14*0 Home and Away 
14*0 Tick Tack 
15*0 Davafe Wbrid 
15*7 Roseanna 
16*0 The Bote and the 
Beautfiul 

16*0 Street Comer 
17*0 Five wifii Gad 
Sukentfc 

17*0 Hall ol Manashe 


Panel 
18*0 Live Goes On- 
Egyptian series 
19*9 News In Arabic 
19*0 Aiio Classics 
20:00 Cinema 3 
21*0 News 
21*0 Cinema (French. 
1988]-part 3 
23*1 Dal Pop &33 

■ ETV 2 (23) 


Lisa Hartman 

15*0 Three Wdias (1995) 

-a mysterious tramp enters 
(he fie of a Korean war 
widow raising her two sons 
and changes their fives. i425Umtf 

VTOPamSw^Mary, is*5TheSrrwfe 
^bepMa^amonuand 15*5 Nfi*a TUrrtes 
MjchadOTCeefe 16*0 Superman 

17*5 New In the Onama ie*5 pSbt Pan and tfre 
18*5 Larger Than Life 








VTUTTQ 




Family 

Metropolis 

Soccer 


Melrose 

Sophie and 

Hatters 


NeWa 


Place 

(he Moon- 

Married with 


HearSnes 

News 


hanger 

Children 

Life In tiie 

National 





Vatican 

Visitors 


The Naked 


Fresh 


5 on 50 

Everythmgto 

Truth 


Prince of 



Political 



Bel Air 




Just Shoot 


Full House 


News 


Me 



The Lives of 



The Draw 

Sentinel 

Party of 

Jesus 



Carey Show 


Five 


Politics 


Artiss 









Mary 


Scarface 

YawLapid 

Foxfire 

Ripper Han 

Magdalene, 



Uve at 10 



an Intimate 






Portrait 



Seinfeld 



TWo Worlds 

Made in 

Israel 


Ridd Lake 





21*0 Mary Magdatane. an 
britmate Portrait - how her 
firege was rehabOtatad 
after being denounced by 


Pope Gregory 
? Two Worlds 


(see 


(1996) r corned about a 17*5 Swn and Max 

man who suddenly mhente f7*0Mnwrfi 
2? efa P^.IK? 18*5 Adjures of Robm 


Miaiay and Matthew 

lfc«&^isand the 
Moonhanger(1995)-a 
Soufiiem houswrie takes 


. . , . K»*neri nou30w» raxes jjm 0 

15*0 RMly WId Ankrata on her hustemd and the Kkr Qel Air 
15*1 Fbod For Thouaht 5?._. 


Hood 
19*0Maesha 
waOFteifiy Matters 
19*5 Married with Chidren 
20*0 The Fresh Prince ol 


__ _r Thought 

16:19 The Wonderful Wtartd 
oi Aramals 
16*0 Sesame Street 
17*0 Shuar the Bee 
17:20 Mofiere 
17*5 Arabic Stories 
18,-OOZombrt 


Kkrx Wan when she teams 20*5 Fufi House 
they ptan to stodr tar black mo Parly at Five 
WusmsoQ and h£f hus* 

sauausr ■ secon d shov ™g® 


Lynn Whitfield 
21:10 Sentinel-action 


22*0 Ripper Man (1994) - 
a farmer poficeman unccw- 
Idter but cannot 


S&£ B £S a ei SmSSS 

KSrT^^"* 8 

So fta Man with the 

KlSpSfoa 2ar!Ma« 

20*0 New Evening 
2th30 Woman's Ar^e 

aaa aL- smisiu- 

praewntogdoamientary ane**Ki Itastorrata 

b%£2££m*. lanNwak 

him lip for a crime he rid ■channels 
bon oltoe tather-eon rate- not mntnrLWtth Freddy "CHANNEL 8 

2SteiHh qflI39an 6*0 Open University (rpte 

FT.rr 5 - SuAThe Mountain Banter 

i««£3S SS.HftSJiS'M 


22*5 Two! 

19*0) 

23*5 Metropolis (see 
MU) 

1:15 Marteting Strategy for 

SmaB Business 

■ STAR WORLD (18/15) 

6*0 Peak Practice 
7*0 The Oprah WWray 
Sftow 

8*0 Sato Barbara 
9*0 The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

10*0 Snowy River, the 


"•mv 1 hu wi maiwMa UllArWIUlIlKI UC/CU 

18:00 walker-The Rood to about dfiectv Aten 
Black Bow - - ■ - ■ 

20*0 News 
20*0 Every v . 

22*0 Scartece fl9B3) -_ 

vkrfert and tragic story 22*0 In ihe Heat of the 

about a Citoan immigiart Nktot 

who finds his way to the top 22^5 Life and Times 0/ 
oi Ihe drug world in doufate- Lord Mourtbatten 
puck time, and tafes just as 
quicteyWBhAiPaano, ■ CHANNH. 3 

Michele Pfeifer and Steven 

7*0 Good Evening with 
»*0 News Guy Pines (rpt) 


riMppa 

2*5 Gorfs Uraly Man 


00*5 Scariace-confo. 7^ live Story with Ybssi 
1*4 National Lampoon’s Srvasfrat) 

Savor TriJ(lSS- SSsIb hKflS!JteSw» 

moving seryjat to origral 9*0 One Life to Live (rpt) rrrr~ ^ 

ass 1 . ss ( isr anfl ^ SSSSSb 

BKfJS&RS jaggMT 

Mat Rower and Wdwte 11% Angels Dorft Cry (rpt) Hnd * te - s,eBa,Hmarl 


10:40 A Fork in the Road: 
Indonesia 

11:10 Great Crimes and 
Trots (rpt) 

11*0 A Rjrkii the Road 
Scotland 

12*0 Tim Vlfarlds: Wbrid of 


Mahaffey 12*0 Bamaby Jones 

2*2Concert-Schuberts12:45 Daflas’ - 
Piano Trio in B fiat 
3:40 Song-far Today 


u_n 

(re«) 

iiii 


L-ioCaatfe Ghosts d 


■ JORDAN TV (31) 
(unconfirmed) 

15*0 Holy Koran 
15:10 Batman 
15*0 Tha Devil (ram 
Austrafia 
16*0 Neif^bore 


13*0Newsradpy. 

14*0 Bewsched 
14*51 Dream of Jeanne 
14*0 Days of Our Lives 
15*5 Judge Judy 
16*0 Angels Debt Cry 
16:45 One Life to Lire 
17*0 Frasier 


■ CHILDREN (6) 

6-^0 Cartoons 
Srtfe Franttn 
9*0 Smurfs 

10*0 Ninja Turtles 
10*5 Superman 
10*5 Peter fan and the 
Pirates 


England (rpt) 
14*5 R( 


■v-vw iwifMvie MKOU LUUU CXlklfulSI 

16*0 Numbers and Letters 19*0 Tha Ybuig and the 
17*0Thafessa Restless 

18*0 Bugby Spirit 1M0 Mekose Place 

19*0 Le Journal 20*5 The Nated Truth 


iraur-rasrer 

18*0 Good Evermg with H*5AcaVtjrtfura, FW 

Riiu Pinps Detective 

12*0 Shesh-Tus 
12*5 


Guy Pines 
18*0 Local Broadcast 


13*OMfeHolgeisen win me in me varan 

13*0 Stofaa, Jungle King 21*0 The Lives of Jesus- 

14*0 Little Mouse on Bie tour-part BBC series 


rry 

_Royals and fteptBes. 

part3(rp») 

15:10Tafed to Deteh 
16*5 Cousteau: Mekong II 
17*0 Open Unrveratty: 
Cracking the Code; 

Dkect Response: The Best 
of Holywood 
19*0 Two Wbrids-Bern 
the oceans 

19*OM0tropa&s,part3- 
Ihe hfetay and problems of 
modem tig cities 
20*6 Ufem the Vatican 


MOVIES 


11*0 Mk Hama's Arimal 
Adventures 
11*0 Smal Wonder 
12*0 Tha Brittas Empire 
12*0 World News 
13*0 Asia News & Wbrid 
Business Report 
13*0 Home Improvement 
14*0 Dus South 
15*0 Ifs a Man* Wbrid 
15*0 Grace Under fire 
16*0 Chicago Hope 
17*0 The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

17*0 Home k imovement 
18*0 Due South 
19*0 life a Man’s Wbrid 
19*0 Grace Under Bte 
20*0 Chicago Hope 
21*0 Home Improvement 
21:30 Newhart 
22*0 Brittas Empas 
22*0 The Bold and ihe 
BeautfU 

23*0 The Wonder Years 
23*0 Mr. Belvedere 
00*0 Aerobics Qz Style 
00*0 World News 
1*0 Home Improvement 
1*0 Canrid Camera 
2*0 Jack Harrate Animal 
Adventures 

2*0 The Britias Empire 

■ NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC (») 

8*DTheSuperfewrK 
TvriSght of an Era (rpt) 

7*0 CNBC-finance and 
businass news and reports 
13*0 Avatanchd (rpt) 

13*0 Arrfoadd (rpt) 

14*0 Alaska Bens (rpt) 
14*0 The FOrgotten Sim 
Bear (rpt) 

15*0 Pandas: A Giant Stirs 
16*0 In rhB Lend ot the 
Grizzles (rpt) 

17*0 The China Vtoyage 


18*0 Tha Superiors (rpt) 
79*OAvalancheJ (rj* 
19*0 Arribada (rpt) 

20*0 The Survivors - eni- 
mai adaptation to Australia 
21*0 Jerusalem: Water 
These Wafts 

22*0 Predators: Tig«s at 
the Snow - eflbrta to save 
the Sberian tiger 
23*0 Tsunanc KfierWave 
00*0 WbnderM Wbrid of 
Dogs 

1*0 late erf tiie Crayfish 
2*0 The Survivors (rpt) 

■ BBC WORLD (13/14) 

News on the hour 
6*0 Worid Review'98 (ipt) 
7*0Wbrld Review '98 (rpt) 
8*0 Earth Report going.- 

SofeKft(ipl) 

10*0 Correeporaenl (rpt) 
11*0 Hard Talk (rpt) 

12*0 Tbp Gear (rpl) 

13*0 The Wbrid'today 
14*0 The Atlantic Realm: 
Intottwi 
15:15' 

Report 

15*0 The World' 

16*0 The Bg Catch: 1 
1T*Q Hard Talk 
18*0 Worid Review’98 
B*0 Earth Report (rpt) 
20*0 The Wbrid Tbday 
21*0 Hand Talk (rpQ 
22:30 Wbrid Rsiriewr *98 
23:10 World News and 
Busteess Report 
23*0 Hofiday 
OthIO Europe Direct 
1*0 Worid Nows and 
Business Report 
1^5 Asia Today (ret) 

2*0 Earth Report (rpt) 

■ CNN 

WTERNATTONAL (12) 

&30 Rnnsde Europe 
7*5 CMN This Momrig 
7*0 Best d insert (r^ 
8*0 CNN This Morning 
8*0 Mana^ng with Jan 
Hopkins 

9*0 CWJTtisMofning 
9*0 Worid Sport - 
10*0 CNN Irys-Mpfping 
10*0 Showfate tiis " 

yy00^gficj 

11*0 Newsstand CNN & 
T«na 

12*0 Worid Sport 
13*0 American EcKtion 
13545 Wbrid Report As 
They See It 
14*0 Pvnnacta Euope 
1S:C News & Business Asia 
16*0 Showbiz This 
Weekend 
17*0 Wbrid Sport 


16*0 The Aridub 
19*0 Newsstand CNN & 
Time 

20?45 American Ecfitlon 
21*0 World Butiness 
lodsy 

22*0 O&A with Riz Khan 
23*0 Nbms Europe 
23*0 Insight 

00*0 World BustneasToday 
00*0 World Sport 
1*0 Wbrid View 
1*0 Moneyline Newshour 
'Showbiz To 


2*0! 


'Today 


■ SKY NEWS (MAO) 

News on the hour 
6*0 CSS Evening News 
7*0 Global Vllage 
8*0 Sunrise 
13*0 Year in Review. 
America 

1520 tear in Review 


I tear fa Review 
Fbshion 

17*0 tea- fii Review 


18*0 Sky Worid News 
19*0 Live at five 
21*0SportsDne 
22*0 Yrar In Review: 
Britain 

23*0 SSw Worid News 
00*0PrxneTme 
2*0 CBS Everting News 

■ CHANNEL 5 

6*0 Bodes in Motion 
16*0 Bodies'n Motion 
1&30 National League 
Soccer 

17*0 Colege Beetajlbafi 
18*0 To be announced 
^*0 Spam News 
20*0 International 
Journal 

21 *OEr#shFtrat Division 
League Soccer-Wolves vs 
Ipswich Town 
22*0 International 
Journal 
23*0 Rugby 

■ EUROSPOfTT (1SI1G) 


9*0Xtrem 
tt*tr 


toem Sports 
Cross-Counlry 


•Skiing’ 


12*0 Alpine Sking 
13*0 Dve Alpine String 
14*0 Soccer - Wb Love 
Footed (rpt) 

16*0 Alpim Skin) 

17*0 Lot Atoo* Sking 
18*0 Croes-Couitiy SSfeig 
1920 Alpine f " 

20*0 Live AJj 
21*0 Ski Jumping 
22*0T ■ 

23*0 Live 1 
0020 AJptnei 
1*0 Soccer-fiance W 


JERUSALEM 

CINEMATHEQUE The X-Fifru 5 • 
Brassed Off 7:15 • DriftJng--Plllow 
Book*»Passione A mo re 9:30 G.G. 

GIL Jerusalem Mall (Malha) ® 

6788448 Practical MagloiThe Truman 
Show 4:45, 7:15, 10 

ANTZ«°R(mln°oSlidIng Doors 4:45, 7:15. 
10 • The Negc^etor 4*0, 7:15, 10 • 
Saving Private Ryan 6, 9*0 • The Big 
LebowskU 10 • Small Sokfiers 4:45,7:15 
JERUSALEM THEATER Washington 
Square 7. 9*0 • Character (Dutch, 
Hebrew subtitles) 9:30 RAV CHEN 1- 
7 W 6792799 Credit Card 

Reservations » 6794477 Rav-Mecher 
Building, 19 Ha'oman Si., Talpiot 
Rounders-oStudto 54 5,7*0.9:45 • Ufa 
te Beautffu(~Snake Eyes 5. 7*0. 9:45 * 
There's Something About Majy*>Hofy 
Man 5. 7:30, 9:45 • Next Stop 
Wonderland 5, 7:30, 9:45 

MEVASSERET ZION G.G. GIL 

w 5700868 The Truman Show 4.45,7:15, 
10 • SDding Doors 4:45, 7:15, 10 
SMADAR » 5618168 Girls Evening 5, 
7*0,10 
TEL AVIV 

DEENGOFF Sliding Doors 11 a.m„ 1 , 
3:15, 5*0, 7:45, 10 - Washington 
Square 11 a.m., 1,3:15,5:30,7:45.10 • 
Character (Dutch, Hebrew subtitles) tt 
am., 1 . 3:15, 5:30. 7:45, 10 GAT 
*8987888 Life is Beautiful 2:30, 5. 
7:30. 9:45 GLOBUS *6081130/1 
Practical MagEea»ANTZ 11*0 am.. 2,5. 
7*0. 10 - RonlnwThe Truman Show 
11:30 am., 2. 6, 7:30. 10 * The 
Negotiator 11*0 am.. 2, 4:30, 7; 15. 10 

■ Saving Private Ryan 11:30 a.m.. 2:30, 

6.9:30 ■ Small Soldiers 11:30 am.. 2.5. 
7*0 a The Big Lebowskl 7*0, 10 • 
Paulie ii:30 am., 2. 5 G.G. HOD 
1—4 * 5226226 Hod Passage, 101 

Dizengaft St RontowThe Truman Show 

5. 7*0.10 - The Big Lebowskl 5 , 7:30, 
10 ■ Saving Private Ryan 6, 9*0 LEV 
*5288288 Girts’ Evening 11 ajn M 1:45. 
5, 7*0, 9:45 - The Dream Life of 
Angels Tl am., 1*0, 4:45, 7:30, 10 • 
Hana-Bl 11:15 a*a„ 2, 5, 7*0, 9:45 • 
Sweet Hereafter 1130 am., 2, 10 • 
Night Train 7:30 • Supertwy 5 LEV 
AVIV *6417148 Girls Evening -Tha 
Dream Life of Angels 5, 7:30, 10 • 
Nights of Cabiila-Sweflt Hereafter 10 

■ Hana-Bi 5,7:30,9:45 - A Price Above 

Rubles 5.7:30 > A Polish Bride 7:30 - 
Supertwy 5 UMOR *6968084 Shall 
We Dance 6 • In tiie Realm of tha 
Senses 8 • As Good As It Gats 9:45 ■ 
Mulari (Hebrew dialogue) 430 G.G. 
PE'ER *5442141 Practical 
Hag1o»ANTZ-Genffle 5,7*0.10 -The 
Truman Show 5, 7:30. 10- The 
Negotiator 430.7:15,10 RAV-CHEN 
* 5292288 Dizerajoff Cade Rounders 
2*0. 5. 7*0. 9:45 ■ Studio 54«Sna!ce 
Eyes-oHalloween: H20 230, 5. 7*0, 
9:45 • Brer After 2*0. 5, 7:30, 9:45 * 
Holy Man 2*0.5,7:30, 9:45 RAV-OR 
1-5 * 5102674 Opera House 


Tango 5,7:30,9:45 • R Cldom 5,7:30 

TELAVIV 

MUSEUM Claire Dolan 5,8,10 

CMEMA CAFE AMAM1 *8325755 
Sltdmg Doors 7:15. 9*0 a The Big 
Lebowskl 7:15.9*0 CINEMATHEQUE 
*8383424 Take Care of Your Scarf, 
Tatjana 9:30 MORIAH *8242477 
Washington Square 7:15. 9:30 ORI 
*8500056 Practical MagEcmRonin 4:45, 
7:15,10 ■ AN72»Tha Truman Show 4:45, 
7:i5 • Small Soldiers 4:45, 7:15. 10 • 


The Negotiator 4:30, 7:15,10 * Stk&ng 
Doors 4:45,7:1^10‘Saving Private Ryan 
9:30 PANORAMA *8382020 
Practical Magic~Cha ra der (Dutch, 
Hebrew subtitles) 4:30, 7, 9*0 • The 
Negrtlator 4:15,7,9*0 • Ctnracter(Dutch, 
Hebrew subtitles) 4:30, 7:15. 9:30 ■ 
Small Soldiers 4:15 RAV-CHEN 
*8500055 Holy Man»There's 
Something About Mary 4:45,7:15,9:30 
• Wrongfully Accused 5, 7:15, 9:30 • 
Halloween: H20 5, 7:15, 9:30 • Studio 
54 5. 7:15, 9:30 RAV-GAT 1-2 * 
8674311 Rounders 7. 9:30 • Snake 
Eyes 7:15, 9:30 RAV-MOR 1-7 * 
8416898 Rounders 4:30, 7. 9:30 • Ufa 
Is Beautiful 4:45, 7, 9:30 • Studio 
54«>Sn4ke Eyes 5,7:15,9*0 * Holy Man 
4:30, 7, 9:30 - There's Something 
About Mary 4*0. 7, 9:30 • Ever After 
4*0, 7, 9*0 RAV-OR 1-3 * 

8246553 Next Stop Wonderland 5, 7:15, 
9*0 • Life Is Beautiful 4:45. 7, 9*0 • 
Ever After 4:45,7, 9*0 
AFULA 

RAV CHEN There's Something About 
Mary 7, 9*0 • Saving Private Ryan 6, 
9:15-The Truman Show 7:15,9*0 
ARAD 

STAR *9950904 Ever After 5 • The 
Truman Show 7*0. 9:45 • Snake Eyes 
7*0. 9:45 • Sliding Doom 5, 7*0. 9:46 

ASHDOD 

G.G. GIL * 8647202 Practical 
lOoRontn 5,7:30,10 • ANTZ 5,7:30 
Negotiator 4*0, 7:15, 10 * Small 
Sokfiers 5, 7*0 • Saving Private Ryan 
9*0 • Sliding Ooora 10 ORI 
*8568073 Grease 5, 7:30. 10 • The 
Truman Show 5,7:30,10 RAV CHEN 
*8661120 Rounders 5,7:15,9:45 * Ever 
Aftar°»Holy Marvx-Thara's Something 
About Mare 5. 7:30, 9:45 • Life Is 
BeautffuleeStudlo 54 5, 7:30, 9:45 

ASHKELON 

G.G. GIL * 6729977 Practical 
Magte*»Ronln 5, 7:30, 10 ■ Small 
Soldiers 5,7:30 • The Negotiator 4:30, 
7:15, 10 • ANTZ 5, 7:30 • The Truman 
Show 10 • Sliding Doors 10 RAV 
CHEN *6711221 RounderswHoty 
ManeoTherets Something About Mary 
5. 7:15, 9:45 ■ Studio 54~Lffe Is 
Beautiful 5, 7:15, 9:45 

BAT YAM 

RAV CHEN *5531077 Practical Magic 
5,7*0,9:45 • Roundere»Ronin 5,7:15, 
9:45 •Thereto Something About Mary 5, 
730,9:45 *The Negotiator 7,9:45 • Holy 
Man 7*0, 9:45 • Studio 54 7*0, 9:45 • 
Small Sddier»»Ever AftBiwANTZ 5 
BEERSHEBA 

G.G. ORI *6103111 Practical 
ibwHonln 5, 7:30, 10 • Small 
lets 5, 7:30 • ANTZ 5, 7:30, 10 • 
Sliding Doom 10 - The Negotiator io 
RAV-NEGEV 1-4 *6235278 

Rounders«Ufe la Beautitu UTherB’s 
Something About Mary 5. 7*0, 9:45 • 
Studio 54 12:15 am; 7*0, 9:45 • Ever 
AfterS 
EILAT 

EILAT CINEMA Ever AltarwHoly 
ManwThere’s Something About Mary 
7*0, 10 * Thereto Something About 
Mary 7*0.10 GIL *8340182 Practical 
MagicooANTZ 5, 7:30, 10 - The 
Newtiator7:l5,10 
HADERA 

LEV *6343555 Thereto Some thing 
About Mary 7*0,10* ANTZnStudlo 54 
7*0.10 • Ever After 7*0 • Snake Eyes 
10 

HERZUYA 

COLONY *6902666 Thera's 
Something About Mary 5*0,7*0,10* 
Life la Beautiful 5:30, 7:30, 10 
DANIEL * 9544044 Girls Evening 5, 


7:30,10 STAR * 9589068 Practical 
M«gfc 7:30.10 • ANTZ 7*0.10 -Thereto 
Something About Mary 7*0,10 
HODHASHARON 
GIL * 7408591 Practical Maglo» 
Thereto Something About May 5,7*0, 
10 • Small Soldiers 5, 7:30 ■ The 
Negotiator 4:30, 7:15, 10 » The Human 
Show 10 

HOLON 

GLOBUS Practical Magte»Ronln .5, 
7*0, 10 • Thereto Something About 
Mary««ANIZ 5.7*0,10 • The Negotiator 
4*0, 7:15.10 • Small Sotdiere 5 • Tha 
Tinman Show 10 • Life le Beautiful 7*0. 
10 STAR Thereto Something About 
MaryxcHoty Man 7*0, 10 • Ever After 
730, 10 * Studio 54 10 • Wrongfully 
Accused 7*0 
KARMIEL 

CINEMA *9882521 There's 
Something About Mary 7. 9:30 • 
Saving Private Ryan 6,9:15 *510(110 54 
7:15. 9:30 
KFAR SAVA 

G.G. GIL *7677370 Practical Magic 
5, 730, 10 • Tha Negotiator 4:30. 7:15, 
10 • Ronfn°°LHe Is Beautiful 5,7*0,10 
• Thereto Something About 

MaiytoANTZ 5, 7*0, 10 • Small 
Soldiers 5, 7*0 • Rounders 10 
KJRYAT dlAUK 

G.G. GIL *8779877 Practical 
MagteooANTZ . 7. 9*0 • FtoninwThe 
NegotlatoreoWrongfully Accused 7, 
9*0 * The Truman Snow 7, 9:30 • 
Saving Private Ryan 7, 9:30 - Sliding 
Doors 7.9:30 • Small Soldiers 7, 9*0 
KIRYAT SHMONA 
G.G. GIL *6905080 Practical Magic 
4:30, 7, 9:30 • Thereto Something 
About Mary<ttSHding Doors 4*0. 7. 

Mariya 

G.G. GIL Practical Magfo»(lonIn»' 
ANTZ 5, 7*0.10 •Thereto Something 
About Mary 5,7:30,10 -The Negotiator 
4*0,7:15.10 
upi^er Nazareth 
G.G GIL *6561332 Saving Private 
Ryan 6, 9:30 • Tha Negotiator 4:15,7, 
10 • RoniiWhe Big Lebowski 4:30,7, 
9*0 • The Truman Show^Thereto 
Something About Hary»SH(flng Doors 
4:30,7, 9:30 
NE^S ZIONA 

G.G. GIL 1-4 * 9404729 Practical 
MagiooHonlnM 5, 7:30, 10 • ANTZ 5, 
7:30 - The Negotiator 4*0, 7:15. 10 • 
The Truman Snow 10 
NETANYA 

G.G. GIL 1-5 * 8628452 Practical 
Magic»<>Ronln 5, 7*0, 10 • ANTZ 5, 
7*0,10 • Small Soldiers 5. 7:30 •Tha 
Negotiator 4:30,7;15,10 * The Truman 
Show 10 RAV CHEN « 8618570 
Rounders«Studfo 54 5, 7:15, 9:45 • 
Life Is Beautiful 7:30, 9:45 • Thereto 
Something About Mary 5, 7:30, 9:45 • 
Ever AfterS 
OR AK1VA 

RAV CHEN * 6262758 Thereto 
Something About ltary«Ufe Is 
Beautiful 7, 9*0 • Sliding Doors 7:15, 

g-gg 

OR YEHUDA G.G. GIL 1-4 « 

5333292 Tha Big Lebowsld~The 
Truman Show 5, 7*0, 10 4 A Perfect 
Murder Saving 5, 7:30, 10 • Private 
Ryan 6,9*0 
PETAHT1KVA 

G.G. GIL 1-6 * 9087989 Sliding 
DoonpwThe Truman Show 5,7:30, 10 • 
ANTZo-Washington Square 5, 7:30. 10 
■ The Negotiator4*0,7:15,10* Saving 
Private Ryan 9:30 • Small Soldiers 
4:45, 7:15 G.G. HECHAL * 
9317374 Practical Magic 5. 7*0. 10 ■ 


. Thereto Something About Mary 5, 7:30 
•Ronln 10 
RA'ANANA 

CIN MOFET * 7482915 King of the 
Masks 8*0 PARK * 7711321 Ronln 
5, 7:30. 10:15 • Thereto Something 
About Mary 5, 7*0, 10:15 • Ufa Is 
Beautiful 5, 7:30, 10:15 • Small 
Soldiers 5, 7:30, 10:15 RA'ANAN 
.Practical Magic°eThe Negotiator 5, 
7*0, 10:15 • Rounder 5, 7:30, 10:15 • 
ANTZwEver After 5. 7:30, 10:15 ■ The 
Truman Show 5, 7*0, 10:15 

RAMAT-GAN 

RAV'-GAN 1-4 * 8197121 ANTZ* 
Thereto Something About Mary 5, 
7*0,9:45 • LHe Is EteautifukoRounders 
7*0, 9:45 • Small Soldiers*-Ever After 
5 RAV-OASIS 1-3 * 6730887 Ronln 
5, 7:15, 9:45 • The Negotiator 4:15, 7, 
9:45• Holy Man 9:45 •Practical Magic 
5,7:30. 9:45 
RAMAT HASHARON 
KOKHAV * 5491979 Washington 
Square 5^:15, 9:30 
REHOVdT 

CHEN * 9362868 Girls Night 7:15, 
9:45 > Claire Dolan 9:45 • The Big 
Lebowskl 7:15, 9:30 - Sliding Doors 
7*0, 9:45 • Polish Bride 7:30 RAV 
MOR * 9493595 Practical Maglc~Ute 
Is Beautiful 5, 7*0, 9:45 • Rounders 5, 
7:15, 9:45 • ANTZ 5, 7:30, 9:45 • The 
Negotiator 4:15, 7, 9:45 • Thereto 
Something About Mary 5, 7:30, 9:45 
RISHON LEZION 

GIL 1-3 * 9500785 Practical 
MaglcwRonin 5. 7:30, 10 • Small 
Soldiers 5, 7:30 - SDding Doors 10 
HAZAHAV * 9514968 Practical 
MagicooRonin 5. 7*0. 10 • ANTZ 5. 
7*5. 10 - Small Soldiers 5, 7:30 - Tha 
Negotiator 4:30, 7:15. 10 • Sliding 
Doors 10 RAV CHEN * 9670504 

Rounders 5, 7:15, 9:45 • There's 
Something About Mary 5, 7:30, 9;45 * 
Holy Man 5, 9:45 • Ever After 11 a.m., 
7:30 • LJKe-ls Beautiful 5. 7:30, 9:45 
STAR * 9619985 Thereto Something 
About Mary«Hoiy Man 7:30,10 • Ever 
After 730, 10 • Studio 54 10 • 
Wrongfully Accused 7:30 
YEHOD 

RAV CHEN *5367910 Thereto 
Something About liary 5, 7:30, 9:45 • 
studio S&ufe IS Beautiful 5. 7*0, 
9:45 • Snake Eyes 5.7*0.9:45 

AD times ae pm unless otherwise Indi¬ 
cated. Telephone reservations (credit 
card) can be mads tor Golan 
(G.G.) cinemas at 1-700-50-50-50 
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Jets set franchise mark with 12th win 


Duque’s 
sea cruise 


Ashes 

roundup 

Page 21 


Sports Editors 

Joe Hoffman & On Lewis 



east 

RUTHER¬ 
FORD (AP) - 
The last time 
the New York 
Jets finished a 
season so hot, 
they won 
their only 
Super Bowl. 

With a history sprinkled with 
few successes and so many disap¬ 
pointments, finding highlights for 
the Jets never was an easy chore. 
That is. until this season, which 
they finished off in style yesterday, 
routing New England 31-10 
behind Vmny Testaverde’s four 
touchdown passes. 

The Jets, 1 -15 just two years ago 
before Bill ParcelLs took over as 
coach, set a franchise record with 


their 12th victory. It was their sixth 
straight win. and their 12-4 record 
earned a playoff bye. 

It's been 30 years, or since Joe 
Namath was in the midst of his 
Hall of Fame career, that the Jets 
were so strong. 

Testaverde, in what he has called 
“a magical season.” set a club 
record with 29 TD passes. His 
12th pro season has been his best 
by far and much more than anyone 
could have imagined when he 
signed in June as a free agent to 
back up Glenn Foley. 

The AFC’s leading passer, 
Testaverde had touchdown passes 
of 4 yards to Kyle Brady, 8 to 
Curtis Martin, 17 to Dedric Ward 
and 24 to Keyshawn Johnson. He 
was 17-for-27. 

Another key free-agent addition 
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Shown is today's weather. Temperatures are today's highs and tonight's lows. 

ISRAEL CITIES _ 


~*t3vW 


Eilat 

22/12 



Israel: Mostly 
cloudy across 
the nonh 
today with a 
couple of 
showers. 
Some sun¬ 
shine in the 
central areas 
and mostly 
sunny south. 
High today 
15-23. 


City 

Anei 

Beersheba 
Dead Sea 
EBai 
Hata 

Jeusafem 
K^zrin 
Netanya 
Tel Avw 

Ttoanas 


Today 

High LovrfW 
OF OF 
1961 9431b ‘ 
17,82 a'49sh 
-2173 12.33b 
2371 1253'c 
2368 H/S2Sh 
15/59 SMIAh 
15/59 3/37«h 
18164 8Mfi(Bh 
1864 attach 
2068 8«6tfi 


Tuesday 
High Low/W 
OF OF 
1661 *33fac 
1B64 943,1k ■■ 


Wednesday 
Hkyi Low/W 
OF OF 
186V “Wafpc 
1864 7/44/pc 


Thursday 
High Low/W 
OF OF 
14/57 • 23SlpC 
1961 54tijx 
-TWO—"SHOpr 


23.73 6R9s-23/73- Hfl ap c ' 

2173 448^ 2173 11/52/pc 2068 949pc 

1864' ll/Sfl'pc ' 1966 ' 11/52/pc 1B/N 9/48/sh 

1569 AGSJC 1467 S/41/pc 1365 3/375Mi 

1365 2/35/pc 1365 1/34/pc 1263 -1/31/pc 

17/62 94®pc 18/64 8/46/pc 1762 7/44feh 

1762 948pc "T984 949pc 1961 7Mpe 

1964 7/44pc 19/66 943/pC 1864 4/39pC 


Weaher fl/ft wuny. pc-carly daily, odoudy. shtfowre. thundersiairfe. r-taw. sterow lanes. arMnoa, Hdb. 

INTERNATIONAL CITIES 


Full Last New Fast 

0'J#C 

Jan 2 Jan 9 Jan 17 Jan 24 


NORTH AMERICA WEATHER TODAY 


FaWwnks 

Anchorage J.-26M0 
-13/-24 






Vancouver 
TH i. 
Seattle * 
96 


Crigary 

-9-14 






Sait Lake 
Cfty-i 

San Francisco 3M 
13/B _ 


Los Angeles 
21/10 


Saskatoon 

-19-23 ;• • —- > •afieH 

c. Whntoag 

- 18/-24 v .*Montreal ‘7- 

Toronto ‘ . 

Chicago ^ ^ -Boston 

--4AI 

•••" ■ „ : NewYbricCity 

“SSS ■■ Washington 10 * 

Dallas .. - 

13/4 ’ Atotfaa- iXufc. 

-j. 13* • 


- Denver 
*W" 


Houston 

199 




(Mends 

23/17 


Maori 

*2921 


Today Tuesday Wednesday 
Ugh Low/W High Low/W LmW 

OF OF OF OF OF OF 

7M4 134/sh 943 4«fpc »46 1/34fih 

5/41 >11/136 137 -7729a 367 -«2apc 
948 469c 541 137/pc 948 4/39pc 

7/44 209r 943 5/41,Pc 946 1/34pc 

1864 SMBpC “1762 9*5b ; 19B4 ‘949pc 
3/37 -1/31/Sf 265 -6/22fef -V3l -»16tf 
948 469fc 4/39 2/35/pc 948 4,39/pc 

22/71 17/ESpc 22/71 1762/s 21/70 1762/pc 


City 

AnsMildfll 
B#>9 
Berin 
Busses 

CaW. 

CNcagp 

FranWurt 
Hong Kong 

Jbtannesiug 27780'1762pc 2979 173B2feh 2984 1864pc 
London 941 »3Efc 7/44 6«3«i 7/44 -V31P 

Los Angelas 21/70 IMOpc 2979 11/52pc 2979 llfiapc 

Madrid 8/46 1/34ish 9/48 269c 943 -V25pc 

MadcoCSy " 23/73 7J44fe 21OT 943pc T968 4Q9pc- 
Mcnreaf -ara -9l9sn s/sa -12dDpc 
-ia«an 

Moscow -161 -1/31/d 3/37 -4/S/d\ -127 -9/19pc 

NsWlUc ' 1QS0 943/pd 946 1/JVr 4/30' -4®r 

Paris 409 -V3Vr -6«3 3/S7K 5/41 -SSHi 

Prague 1060 137/pc 941 1/34/pc 8M6 209pc 

ffcde JaWro 2984 227lpc 2862 2373pc 2984 23/73pc 
Rome ••• 1365im 1263 3074* H67 6M3pc 
Sydney 2979 1969s 2760 21/70pc 2760 2Q68pC 

Tokyo 1263 949s 13® lOSJpc 11/52 4^9b 

TowW 367 -4/25/Sn 935 -922,pc -127 -14/7pc 

Vienna 3W8 40»c""B«6 307 Jpc 9/48 '307/pc 

Wtereaw 946 409c 5/41 1/34/c 943 137/pc 

'teEttigton 1050 307/pc 948 307/b 7/44 -3/27/r 


this year, Martin rushed 29 times 
for 102 yards. 

And for all their firepower - 416 
points - the Jets also allowed the 
second-fewest fewest points in the 
league, 266. trailing Miami by just 
one. 

The Patriots (9-7) already had 
made the playoffs despite a rash of 
injuries to key players. Among the 
missing yesterday were quarter¬ 
back Drew Bledsoe, wide receiver 
Terry Glenn and i aside linebacker 
Ted Johnson. Without them - and 
with the Jets on such a roll - the 
Patriots had little chance. 

Buccaneers 35, Bengals 0 
Tampa Bay ignored the cold and 
got its biggest road win ever, then 
waited to see if it was enough to 
prolong its season. 

Mike Alston had two of his three 
touchdown runs during a 2S-pomt 
first half that set up the most lop¬ 
sided road victory in Tampa Bay’s 
history. 

After putting up the third 
shutout in franchise history, the 
Buccaneers (8-8) headed for 
Florida’s warmth unsure whether 
their season was over. They can 
clinch a wild card berth if the New 
York Giants won and Arizona lost 
in games that started shortly after 
the Buccaneers’ ended (Full report 
in tomorrow's edition). 

The Buccaneers got every break 
they needed from Cincinnati (3- 
13 1 . The Bengals fumbled a punt 
had another blocked, missed a 
field goal and lost another quarter¬ 
back to a hand injury as Tampa 
Bay rolled to a 28-0 halftime lead. 

The smallest home crowd of the 
season watched Cincinnati finish 
3-13 for the fourth time in the 
1990s. The 40,000 or so fans 
booed each Bengal mishap and 
unfurled banners calling for Mike 
Brown to step down as general 
manager. 

One banner summed up the sea¬ 
son: Every Snap Prolongs Nausea. 

Ravens 19, Lions 10 
If Baltimore had played this well 
all season long, maybe Ted 
Marchibroda would have felt better 
about the Ravens' home victory. 

Instead, he walked off the field 
with the understanding that the 
game might have well marked the 
end of his career as an NFL head 
coach. 

Priest Holmes scored a touch¬ 
down and became the Ravens' first 
1.00 0-yar d rusher as Baltimore i6 = __ 
10) closed a disappointing season 
by beating the error-prone Lions 
(5-11). 

The Ravens led 16-0 in the second 
quarter, then let the lead dwindle to 
16-10 before Matt Stover kicked a 
30-yard field goal with 5:03 
remaining to clinch the victory. 

Falcons 38, Dolphins 16 
Dan Reeves can worry about his 
recovery'. The Atlanta Falcons are 
doing just-fine without their coach. 

While Reeves watched from 
home, missing his second straight 
game after heart bypass surgery, 
die Falcons finished out the best 
regular season in team history 
with a home rout. 

Atlanta (14-2). bad already 
clinched the NFC West, a first- 
round bye and No. 2 seed in the 
conference behind Minnesota. But 
Reeves, in a midw’eek telephone 
call, told his players that it was 
important to go into the playoffs 
on a roll. 

What a roll it is. The Falcons 
stunned the turnover-plagued 
Dolphins (10-6) by jumping^to a 
21-0 lead just eight minutes into 
the game and enter the posLseason 
with a nine-game winning streak. 

The Dolphins still earned a 
home playoff game when New 



JETSETTER - Jets QBYinny Testaverde completes a first- 
down pass to Keyshawn Johnson in last night’s game against the 
New England Patriots. Testaverde passed for 4 TDs. i Renter*) 


England lost to the Jets 31-10. 
Miami will play host to Buffalo 
next weekend. 

Jamal Anderson carried 18 times 
for 103 yards, including a 36-yard 
touchdown. He set an NFL record 
for most rushing attempts in a sea¬ 
son. finishing with 410 to eclipse 
by three the'’ mark set by Tampa 
Bay’s James Wilder in 1984. 

In other games yesterday, it was 

Grern jJay_i6._ Chic ago 1 3: 

Carolina 27. Indianapolis 19; and 
Buffalo 45. New Orleans 33. 

SATURDAY'S G AMES 
Chiefs 31, Raiders 24 

The Kansas City Chiefs, one of 
the biggest disappointments this 
season, extended their dominance 
of Oakland with an away win. giv¬ 
ing Kansas City wins in 17 of its 
last 19 games against the Raiders. 

Derrick Thomas returned a fum¬ 
ble 44 yards for a score, and Tony 
Gonzalez caught a 20-yard touch¬ 
down pass to break a fourth-quar¬ 
ter tie for the Chiefs. 

Bam Morris had two 1-yard 
scoring runs and Pete Stoyanovich 
added a 30-yard field goal for the 
Chiefs (7-9). Elvis Grbac, in his 
first start since November 8. was 
20-of-32 for 254 yards with two 
interceptions and the scoring toss 
to Gonzalez. 

The Raiders lost two quarter¬ 
backs to groin injuries in the con¬ 
test and finished the gome with a 
third quarterback who has missed 
most of the season with a groin 
injury. Also standing on the side¬ 
line with a groin injury was run¬ 
ning back Napoleon Kaufman, 
who missed the final three games 
of the season. 

“We're going to have to find 


some groin-strengthening mach¬ 
ines or something. I've never seen 
anything like it.” Raiders coach 
Jon Gruden said. “A lot of our 
salary cap was standing on the 
sideline with groin injuries." 

Jeff George had a 15-yard scor¬ 
ing pass uT James Jett and Wade 
Wilson threw a 13-yard touch¬ 
down pass to Tim Brown for the 
Raiders (8-8). who have not had a 
winni ng se ason since,1994 - .the 
year before they relumed to 
Oakland from Los Angeles. 

Randy Jordan added a 10-yard 
scoring run and Greg Davis kicked 
a 44-yard field goal for Oakland, 
which lost six of its final eight 
games. 

In a $ame reported in yester¬ 
day 's edition: 

Vikings 26, Oilers 16 

Randall Cunningham threw two 
touchdown passes, and Gary 
Anderson added three field goals 
as the Vikings won on the road, 
becoming the highest-scoring 
team in NFL history. 

They topped the 1983 
Washington Redskins’ mark of 
541 points with 556. 

Minnesota (15-1) also tied the 
1985 Chicago Bears and the 1984 
San Francisco 49ers as the only 
teams with 15 victories in a season. 
And Anderson became the highest- 
scoring kicker in a season while 
extending bis record of consecutive 
field goals to 40 over two seasons. 

Anderson became the first NFL 
kicker to finish a season with a 
perfect record - 35-of-35 on field 
goals and 59-of-59 on conver¬ 
sions. 

He sealed the victory with a 39- 
yard field goal with 1:10 left. 


Jerusalem 
rallies 
to reach 
semis 



What a difference 25 minutes 

makes. . , 

Before the start of last night s 
State Cup basketball quarterfinal, 
Maccabi Ra'anana held an 18- 
point advantage over Hapoel 
Jerusalem after their first-leg 
matchup on Wednesday. But a 
Derrick Hamilton steal and slam 
five minutes into the second half 
gave Hapoel a 19-point advantage, 
49-30, en route to a fantastic 85-51 
thrashing at Malha. 

The win propelled Hapoel into 
the State Cup semifinals. 
Jerusalem will be joined by 
Maccabi Tel Aviv, Ironi Ramat 
Gan and Hapoel Haifa. 

Knowing it would rake perfect 
execution on the court ro advance 
to the semis, Effi Bimbaom's dub 
delivered. Hamilton (21 points. 8- 
of-10 field goals), Radisav Curcic 
(17 points on only five field goal £ 
attempts) and H Waldman ( 13 
points, five rebounds) paced 
Jerusalem to another significant 
milestone in what has been a 
dream season. 

In addition to the balanced 
offensive attack. Jerusalem out- 
hustled (27-16 rebound advan¬ 
tage) and outclassed (20-9 vs. 
8—14 assist-to-iumover ratio) the 
Ra’ananans. 

Even after Hamilton's basket 
gave Hapoel the margin it needed, 
the Jerusalemites continued to 
deploy the fast-paced offense that 
it had used from the outset. Over 
the next eight minutes. Hapoel'* 
offense delivered five three-point 
possessions, with a Waldman trey 
hammering the final nail in the 
Ra'an an an coffin. 

Jerod Abram paced the losers 
with 14 points. 

Hapoel Tel Aviv 90 
. , .Hapoel Harfa 76 

Shimon Amsalem’s 35 points 
weren’t enough to help Tel Aviv- 
overcome the 26-point deficit 
from Wednesday’s game in 
Haifa. 

By gamering the aggregate vic- 
toiy. Haifa insured that a Second 
Division club reacbed the serais 
for the third consecutive year. 
Coach Zvika Horovitz was the 
coach of Second-Division Kiryat 
Motzkin when it reached the semis 
two years ago. 


Ramat Gao 80 
Hapoel Eilat 66 

Ramat Gan overcame the one- 
point deficit from Wednesday 
night with ease, by whipping the 
southerners in Ramat Gan. Uri 
Cohen-Mintz paced the victors 
with 17 points. 

Maccabi Tel Aviv 89 
Rishon Lezion 80 

Maccabi swept the two-game 
contest behind strong perfor¬ 
mances from Nadav Henefeld ( 19 
points) and Derrick Sharp (18). 

The semifinal matchups will be 
determined at a lottery which will 
take place at the National 
Basketball League offices at 2 pm 
today. 


i 



Drawing tomorrow • Draw N o . 5 t / 9 8 
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